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GENERAL MEETING
The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 15 July at 6pm. Andrew Gill will present a
paper entitled ‘God gave the land to the people’: Single Taxers in Western Australia 1898-1914.
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm
Sound the call for freedom boys,
and sound it far and wide,
March along to victory for God is on our side,
While the voice of nature thunders o’er the rising tide,
“God gave the land to the people”!
(Chorus)
The land, the land, t’was God that made the land,
The land, the land, the ground on which we stand,
Why should we be beggars with the ballot in our hand,
God made the land for the people!

These words (and another four verses) were sung with
great gusto by the followers of Henry George in New
York (1886), Adelaide (1894), Sydney (1904) and
London (1909-1910). They expressed the passionate
belief that the value of a block of land was created by
society and not by the improvements placed on it by
the owner (houses, factories, mines, fences, dams,
windmills etc). This unimproved land value (also
called ground rent) allowed monopolists and land
speculators to ‘lock up the land’ thus creating
unemployment and poverty. The Georgists of Western
Australia wanted to see the unimproved land value
returned to the people by means of a tax on that value.
This Single Tax would compel landowners to use their
property or sell it, thus allowing access to land by the
people, creating employment and eliminating poverty.

The Single Tax imposed at local, state and federal
levels was also intended to replace all other taxes,
especially tariffs.
Andrew’s paper will trace the foundation, rise and
fall, and modest achievements of the Single Tax
League of Western Australia between 1898 and 1914
through its monthly publication Taxation (1900-1906)
and through the controversies which raged across
the pages of the press.
Andrew Gill migr ated to WA as a
‘ten pound pom’ in 1969. He
completed a BA at UWA before
spending some five years in South
Australia polishing floors and
cleaning offices with occasional
bouts of breaking crockery to ease
the boredom of life in Adelaide.
On his return to the west he began a second career as a
researcher for local academics working on projects
such as the History of the WA Parliament, and the
Biographical Register of the Australian Labour
Movement. He has published books and articles on
Parkhurst convicts in the 1840s, Sir Joshua Jebb, the
Orange Order and the W estralian W orker.

Mystery Photo

A bowling club celebration. Morris Clarke is the
photographer.
There are a number of photographs in the Battye
Library taken around the State by Morris Clarke
between 1902 and 1922, so it is likely this one was
also. If so, where? And does anyone know anything of
Morris Clarke?

Special weekend opportunity to visit the Beyond the Battlefields exhibition
Sunday 19 July 1pm - 4pm
2pm: a floor talk by the exhibition's curator Wendy Lugg. The Library will also be open.
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Council News

History in the City

At its meeting held on 11 June items of business
included the following where Council

Our talk on 3 June was given by Bruce Devenish and
paid tribute to Sir James Mitchell. Sir James held a
unique position in the State’s history in that he was
both Premier and later Governor. He was born in
Dardanup in 1866 and throughout his life supported the
development of farming land. He joined the Western
Australian Bank in 1885 and his first posting was to
Geraldton. From there he went to Northam and, whilst
there, he began his political career, winning the
Northam seat in the Legislative Assembly.

welcomed new members – Inspector Michael
Green, Mrs Mary O’Hara, Mrs Laurel Peet,
Mr John Viska;
• thanked and congratulated all those members who
made the visit to Stirling House of Her Excellency
the Governor and the annual Pioneers Memorial
Service at the East Perth Cemeteries such great
successes;

He had a great vision for the development of the land
for agriculture but received much criticism. As
Premier, he lost his seat in the 1933 election. In 1948,
he became Governor of Western Australia, the first
person not born in England to take up that position.

• adopted a new Policy and Procedures on the use of
Collection Photographs for the preparation of the
Society’s Community Displays;

He was a friendly figure and endeared himself to the
people of his State. He contributed to the development
of South Perth and is honoured by the naming of Sir
James Mitchell Park in South Perth and also the
Mitchell Freeway.

• endorsed the Treasurer’s proposed budget forecast
for 2015-16 showing a balanced budget;
• named the Society’s proposed new headquarters the
Community History Centre and adopted a series of
strategies to prepare for and begin fund raising for a
new building on the current site.

Our August talk will be given on Wednesday 5 August
by Sue Hobson on Cast Iron Letterboxes of WA and
the J. & E. Ledger Foundry.

Lennie McCall

Lorraine Tholet

Royal Western Australian Historical Society
State History Conference of Affiliated Societies
Proudly hosted by the
Geraldton Historical Society in Geraldton
Friday 4 to Sunday 6 September

Fees:
Early-bird
$55.00
Dinner
$75.00
Sunday Coach Tour & Lunch $35.00
Accommodation is available at the Wintersun Hotel Tel 9923 1211;
or contact the Geraldton Visitors Centre Tel 9921 3999 for further accommodation options.
Transport
Coach: Transwa have daily coaches to Geraldton with fares from $63.00 return for Seniors; Air: Qantas/Virgin air
flight fares from $290.00 return; The RWAHS is considering hiring a 12 seater mini bus. To register your interest,
please advise the Office by July.
For Registration papers, program or any other information please call Lynn O’Hara,
Administration Officer at the RWAHS Office
on 9386 3841; email admin@histwest.org.au
or Fiona Bush, Convenor Affiliated Societies Committee
email fiona.bush@UNSWalumni.com
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Welcoming the Governor
Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson AO,
Governor of Western Australia and the Society’s
Patron, visited the Society on 28 May and toured the
Museum to view the exhibition – Beyond the
Battlefields…humble objects, powerful stories. A
World War 1 commemorative exhibition, and also the
Library where special items retrieved from the
collection were on display.

Shenton who was an important advocate for the progress
of the Methodist Church in Perth. In 1834 the first chapel
was built on the corner of William and Murray Streets.
Fellow Wesleyan, James Inkpen donated the land. The
graves of the Hardys, Clarksons, Inkpens, Lazenbys,
Shentons and many other dedicated pioneer Wesleyans
can be seen on a walk around the Wesleyan Section of the
Cemeteries.

The Governor with (L to R) Jill Maughan (Hon. Librarian), Val Hutch
(Museum Committee Convenor), Helen Henderson, (Vice-Chair of
Council), Sally Anne Hasluck (President), Wendy Lugg (Hon. Artist-in
-Residence) and Lennie McCall (Chair of Council)

The founder of the colony’s first Congregational
Church was Henry Trigg who arrived in 1829 from
Gloucester. In 1843 he commenced prayer meetings at
his home in Bazaar Terrace. He became a full time lay
preacher and conducted all the services until the
London Missionary Society sent the first ordained
ministers to the colony. Trigg also devoted much of his
time to caring for the spiritual and moral welfare of
prisoners. He is buried at the Cemeteries with his wife
Amelia. His dedication as the founder of
Congregationalism in WA is remembered in Trinity
Church’s central rose stained glass window, which was
donated by his grandson, Harry Trigg.
Members of the Presbyterian Church were also among
the earliest colonists. The first service in Perth took
place in the early 1850s when Revd Daniel Boyd
arrived. When he left again in 1853, the small
congregation was left without spiritual leadership and
joined the Congregationalists. In 1879 the Colonial
Committee of the Free Church of Scotland sent the
Revd David Shearer to Perth. With hard work and
commitment, Shearer established congregations at
Perth, Fremantle, Albany, Geraldton and Jarrahdale.
Regarded as the father of Presbyterianism in WA,
Shearer is buried at the Cemeteries together with his
wife Margaret and two of his children.

The Governor with Hon. Lib ra ria n Jill Maughan in the Library

The 61st Pioneers Memorial Service
On Sunday 31 May the Society
commemorated those pioneers
of Methodist/ Wesleyan,
Congregationalist and
Presbyterian faith who are
buried at the East Perth
Cemeteries. The Revd Steve Francis, Uniting Church
Moderator, assisted by Father Ted Doncaster,
conducted the service at St Bartholomew’s Chapel and
Elizabeth Borrello wrote the Citation. The Chapel was
crowded, the flowers beautiful and the occasion
honoured these Protestant settlers who brought their
religious faith with them to their new home and helped
to build the colonial society.

A copy of the full Citation written by Elizabeth
Borrello is lodged in the Society’s Research Library.

The first notable contingent of Methodists/Wesleyans
arrived on the Tranby in February 1830 and on the
following Sabbath lay preacher Joseph Hardy conducted a
service of thanksgiving on Fremantle beach. In 1833
another group of Methodists arrived, among them George

President Sally Anne Hasluck with the Revd Steve Francis
and Fr Ted Doncaster placing flowers.
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Library News

debt. The people, led by a lay preacher, Mr E. Turpin,
subscribed funds, cleared and fenced land, and erected
the building themselves. This development was
repeated in a number of the small towns in the area.

The Wieland Collection – picturing life
in the early wheatbelt
This collection of photographs brought back many
memories for Jill Maughan of the postwar difficulties
and hardships of daily life in the wheatbelt. Jill grew
up on a farm near Newcarnie (also called Nukarni)
Siding, which lies in the area of Wieland’s mission and
features in his photographs, and she recognised the
little church which she attended as a child.
In 1983 Mrs B.M. Wieland donated a collection of 52
photographs, taken by her husband, the Revd B.C.
Wieland, and possibly herself, to the Society. Wieland
was a Congregational Minister and a Home
Superintendent of Mission who was sent to the
wheatbelt in 1908. He was based at Burran Rock until
1916, and travelled extensively in the surrounding area.

Pioneer service at Mr Dawe’s
Residence P1999_ R3527

The Revd Wieland travelled round his circuit on a
bicycle when he first arrived, but progressed in 1912 to
the luxury of a BSA motorbike.

Burran Rock lies just south of Nungar in. Landgate
records that a townsite gazetted in 1915 was named
Danberrin, but the name was soon changed to Burran
Rock in response to popular demand. It was the name
given to a school in the area opened in 1912. The name
is a corruption of the Aboriginal name of a nearby
rock, the Burracobbing Rock.

Burran Rock is significant because it was the centre for
the Civil Service Land Settlement Scheme in 1909,
when over 120 settlers took up land in the area over
two years. The government established the scheme to
relieve civil service over-staffing and to expand
agriculture. Many new settlers in this undeveloped area
had little knowledge of farming as they tried
desperately to make a living.

Revd Wieland and his bicycle
P1999_ R3524

Revd Wieland upgrades to a BSA
motorbike P1999_ R3525

The collection also includes photographs of
Aborigines, farm operations, local wildlife and life in
the bush, which tell us that people were able to enjoy
some aspects of their hard life.

Most of the Wieland photographs reveal the hardships
and privations they endured. Their homes provide grim
evidence of the hard conditions. One home housing
five children had an iron roof and sides of manure bags
with no doors, windows or fireplace. Cooking was
done outside. Another house was made entirely of
kerosene tins.

Pioneer home in the wheatbelt.1915
P1999_R3532

New church at Burran Rock, opened
Sept. 1916
P1999_ R3529

The Wielands left the wheatbelt in 1916 and the Revd
Wieland enrolled as an AIF army chaplain. He
expected to be away from WA for about six months.
Before the vessel HMAT Persic reached England,
however, the submarine menace began, and men from
overseas were not allowed to return to their home
countries for the duration of the war. The Wielands
returned in 1931 on a short official visit. Revd Wieland
was then the Organising Secretary for the Colonial
Missionary Society in the Midlands & Northern
Counties of England. At a welcoming function tributes
were paid to him for opening the denominational
missions in the wheatbelt.

An early residence made entirely
of kerosene tins P1999_R3535

Some of the photographs do show improvement in the
lives of the settlers over time, particularly with respect
to their worship. In 1912 nine people attended the
pioneer church service, held at a local settler’s
residence, part of which was a tent. In September 1916,
however, a new church building was opened free of

We greatly appreciate Mrs Wieland’s gift, sent from
Wales, of their wonderful photographs and the record
they provide of early wheatbelt life.
Jill Maughan, Hon. Librarian

4

History West, July 2015

Spotlight on Museum Research

Renfrewshire, Scotland, in 1803. Both Margaret and
Christina worked in and around Neilston where cotton mills
traded with France in a thriving export market of
embroidered lawns and muslins. Two schools were
established in the 1790s in the area, teaching three subjects
to girls: English, French and embroidery. Margaret Duncan
used both English and French annotations on some of the
patterns she worked, naming her bonnets bonnet a la
rosieres, a topical reference to the purity of rosieres or
French girls with virtuous reputations whom Napoleon had
recently selected for marriage to his 6,000 war-wearysoldiers in 1810.

A rare treasure – Margaret Duncan’s book of
regency costume embroidery patterns 1819.
I came across this book in 2007 lying in a box of assorted,
unaccessioned items from the Library passed on to me as
Hon. Curator of Costume. The book revealed no secrets
about its identity other than two names, Margaret Duncan
Parkhill and Christina Taylor, and a couple of dates. It
seemingly had no Australian connection. Inspired by its age
(1819-1829), and the artistry of the embroidery patterns, I
spent the next seven years researching the slender clues the
book gave and its place in the Regency and Georgian eras. In
this search I had the generous help of many other interested
people across the world, some of them acknowledged at the
end of the article. Surprisingly, I recently learnt that
Margaret’s son William born in Neilston, Renfrew, in 1808,
had emigrated with his wife to Balmain, NSW, around 1850,
so the book has an Australian connection after all.

Sewing skills needed for these
intricate patterns were labour
intensive and often this cottage
industry took place by
candlelight, ruining eyesight
and shortening working lives.
Judging by the dates ‘1819’
and ‘1829’ on the fly leaves 52
-year-old Margaret used the
patterns for a decade before
handing the book on to 30-year
-old Christina.

The following article is Margaret’s and Christina’s story.
With just one surviving broken jacket, this
brown leather book appears to be well past
its use-by date, but appearances can be
deceptive. It still serves to protect 87 fragile
pages of rare embroidery dress trim
patterns, a testament to the work of two
embroiderers 196 years ago.

Christina’s working life as an embroiderer in the 1830s was
different from Margaret’s a decade earlier. Caught up in a
new industrialised world, it was probably short-lived.
Machines had begun to produce cheaper lace, white work
and trims. At the same time the popularity of simple
Regency embroidered muslin dresses, the fashion leader for
decades, gave way to more flamboyant Georgian styles.
Hand embroiderers were no longer needed – Margaret
Duncan’s book became redundant.

Hand drawn in iron gallnut ink and
feather quill pen, each page is filled
with patterns of large and small
floral sprigs, acorns, ivy, berries and
intertwining leaves used for
tambouring and Ayrshire work
(white-on-white embroidery) on
regency muslin, lawn gowns,
tuckers, veils, bonnets, children’s
clothes, cuffs, hems and collars.

The 320 patterns are drawn with feather quills and gallnut
ink on hand-made paper watermarked ‘Ruse and Turners
1814’, paper makers and mill owners from Kent. Examples
of their paper are held in prestigious museums like
Washington’s Smithsonian Institute where several of
Thomas Jefferson’s speeches written on Ruse & Turners
paper are preserved. Jane Austen used the paper for some of
her writings, as did the poet John Keats.

An inscription on the flyleaf reads ‘Margaret Duncan
Parkhill, April 5th 1819’. This page was sealed off with red
wax in 1829, and another name ‘Christina Taylor’ added on
a new page, indicating the ownership of the book passing
from one embroiderer to the other. Red seals were used for
privacy as well as trademarks, protecting work from
competitors.

There is something curiously democratic about Margaret
Duncan’s 196-year-old workbook. Modern fashion styles
and trims will be well recorded by media, photography and
film, but visual evidence of women’s employment in the
early 19th century is rare, making surviving pattern books
like this one a valuable resource for costume curators,
researchers, historians and embroiderers alike.
Jo Pearson
Acknowledgments:
Amanda Robb, Heritage, Paisley Central Library, Scotland.
Kirsten Tyree, Conservator, Smithsonian Institute, USA.
Mor Thunder, former Curator, Victoria & Albert Museum,
United Kingdom.
Lorraine Clarke, Swan Genealogical Society.
This book is now held in the Rare Books section of the
Library and is available for study by historians,
researchers, and curators working with costume collections.
It enriches both our Library and Museum collections.

The book offers a few clues about the women themselves,
particularly Margaret Duncan. She was born in 1777, and
married William Parkhill at Neilston Parish Church,
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Library News

Conference News

The Society welcomes two new Library
volunteers

Spring into History in September
This September history is blossoming in the West.
The RWAHS State History Conference of Affiliated
Societies, hosted by the Geraldton Historical Society,
will be held in Geraldton on the weekend 5th – 6th
September. It will be followed a few days later by the
Oral History Australia National Conference to be
held in Perth, from Wednesday 9th to Friday 11th
September, at the State Library of W.A.

Patricia Thorn fir st tr ained and wor ked as a nur se
and midwife before gaining a degree in Library and
Information Sciences. Subsequently she became a
Librarian at the Department of Agriculture (then one of
the largest special libraries in the State). There she was
encouraged to try her hand at devising an indexing
system for agricultural material that could be accessed
by phone and later computers. She says: ‘From there I
moved naturally into working what is now known as
the Internet; they were exciting times’. In retirement,
Pat has decided to volunteer her expertise in the
Society’s Library.

This is a rare opportunity for members to enjoy a feast
of history offerings – to discover more about our
State’s history, to hear leading historians on an
exciting range of topics, and to discover the many uses
of history, new approaches and the impact of changing
technology.
Topics to be discussed at the Oral History Australia
National Conference include:







Capturing memory and recording history;
The relationship between history and therapy;
The uses of history;
Technology and oral history;
Digital technology and current ‘state of the art’
equipment;
Community and indigenous oral history projects.

Mike Taylor r etir ed in 2013 after a long car eer with
the Water Corporation and its predecessors. As a new
library volunteer Mike is helping with the digital photo
collection, working through the Society’s collection of
400 35 mm negatives and 1500 slides and adding
appropriate images to the digital collection. Mike is
also a member of Engineering Heritage WA that
undertakes engineering heritage recognition and oral
history programs.

For information and registration check
www.ohaa-wa.com.au/conference/ or
www.oralhistoryaustraia.org.au/page/conferences.html.
Or contact Convenor Doug Ayre at
history@westnet.com.au
or Len Cargeeg at ohaa-wa@gmail.com

The contributions of all volunteers
are greatly appreciated.

April’s Mystery Photo Identified
Our thanks to Rockingham Museum staff who have
reported that this image shows the 10th Light Horse
encampment at Rockingham in 1915.
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Affiliates News
Canning Districts Historical Society is delighted
that the Sikh Community has honoured the Society’s
President, John Parker, with membership in recognition
of his assistance in recording the Community’s history.
With a full time heritage officer at the City of Canning
and strong support from the Society, the conservation
and heritage planning for Woodloes Homestead is
proceeding well.

Society’s many windmills continues. Congratulations
to the Society on its award of the 2014 Premier’s
Australia Day Active Citizenship Award for a
Community Group.
One of the Murray Districts Historical Society’s recent
achievements has been the creation a photographic
display at the Old Schoolmaster’s House at Edenvale
Heritage Precinct in Pinjarra featuring 100 years of
Youth of the Murray District (Open Fridays-Sundays).

Carnamah Historical Society & Museum was
honoured in May by Shane Love, MLA for Moore,
who highlighted their achievements in State
Parliament. These included the virtual museum,
biographical dictionary, education resources and virtual
volunteering program. Congratulations to Carnamah
for winning the community organisation category at
the 2015 Western Australian Heritage Awards and
taking home Highly Commended awards in both the
innovation and audience engagement categories at the
recent Museums and Galleries National Awards in
Sydney. In April the Society launched both a physical
Remembering Them exhibition and online First World
War exhibition at www.carnamah.com.au/anzac

In April Rockingham District Historical Society
launched a successful World War I display with 25
banners and replica uniforms of a general foot soldier,
10th Light Horseman and a nurse. The Society reports
that the inclusion of the Aboriginal Soldier display was
‘by far the most thought provoking’. And Carol Durant
tells us (in the May newsletter) more of the lives of the
children of the Peel Estate.

Fremantle History Society will hold its AGM on
Tuesday 28 July and it will include a talk by Steve
Errington on the Dockers’ coming of age! This is one
for the Fremantle footy fans and history supporters.
The Autumn newsletter also honours the work of long
time member and heritage champion Wendy
Markmann.
Irwin District Historical Society has celebr ated its
50th birthday! The museum attracted almost 2,000
visitors in 2014 and the Society is increasing its
outreach by constructing ‘pop-up’ displays at Easter
Market Day and other community events.

Remembering the Revd Jim Stevens
The June Bulletin of the Royal Historical Society of
Queensland reported the launch in Cloncurry of John
Flynn Place, a museum commemorating the beginnings
of the Royal Flying Doctor Service. One pioneer
honoured in the initial exhibition is Padre Jim Stevens,
who operated out of Port Hedland for the Australian
Inland Mission on what was known as the Pilbara
Patrol, travelling in a buggy drawn by two camels. A
veteran of the Boer War, he enlisted in World War I as
an army chaplain, served at Gallipoli and in France,
and died of wounds.

Kalamunda & Districts Historical Society has a full
program of talks and tours for the year. One of the
earlier talks was given by Arlene Collings and Cliff
Burns from the Darlington History Group speaking of
their recent publication – The historical story of the
original Darlington Vineyard. If you are interested in
the thirty-year life of the vineyard and the involvement
of Alfred Waylen, Josceline Amherst and Richard
Holmes, you will find a copy of the booklet in the
Library.
Maritime Heritage Association had a busy year , not
least in its publications. Congratulations to the
Association members who have fully archived The
MHA Journal online – accessed at http://
www.maritimeheritage.org.au/?page=journal

Diary Dates
Sun 19 Jul Special weekend oppor tunity to
visit the Beyond the Battlefields exhibition

Morawa District Historical Society now has power
connected to its new machinery shed (which will be
named the John Pulbrook Machinery Shed in
recognition of John’s leadership and commitment as
Society President). New displays, including the
tractors, are being developed and restoration of the

Wed 5 Aug H ist or y in t h e Cit y - Sue
Hobson—Cast Iron Letterboxes of WA and the
J & E Ledger Foundry
Tue 18 Aug R W AH S Au xilia r y M or nin g T ea
Fundraiser - Stephen Anstey One Hundred
Postcards
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Shelf help
Lyn Kane Dale, Lady Soldiers, Erin Productions,
2014, 243pp.
Book and DVD - $50, Book - $30. Both now in Bookshop
Few people outside or even inside the military know
much about the women’s corps in the Army, so this
book provides an especially valuable record. The
personal histories recounted here offer a rich and
important historical source that can describe things in
a way that other documentaries cannot.
Dr Sandra Wilson, Professor of History, Murdoch University
…. how much I enjoyed your documentary. I can tell
how thoroughly well researched the program is and
that wonderful historical detail only helps to elevate the
funny and poignant personal reminiscences from your
interviewees.
Dr Mick Broderick, School of Media Communication
and Culture, Murdoch University
Administrative Officer : Lynn O’Har a
Assistant Admin Officer : Lesley Bur nett
Editor History West: Dr Lenore Layman
Opinions expressed in History W est are not necessarily
those of the Royal WA Historical Society (Inc.)

If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in hard
copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by email,
please contact us (9386 3841 or admin@histwest.org.au
with your email address, and save money and trees by
receiving it online!

