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GENERAL MEETING

April 2017

The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 19 April at 6pm when Malcolm Traill will
present a paper on ‘An Astonishing Technology: Aboriginal Fishtraps of the South Coast.’
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm.
It is generally accepted that Indigenous occupation of the
south coast of Western Australia began around 30,000
years ago. The Menang tribe of the Noongar nation
endured climate changes beyond current comprehension,
yet survived in the area to see European occupation and
settlement from 1826.
Theirs is chiefly a land-based culture, but the Southern
Ocean and the numerous rivers that flow into it allowed
an abundance of fish to be caught for sustenance. But
how did they achieve this if they had no tradition of boatbuilding or other maritime activity?
Their answer was an ingenious method of trapping fish,
using the rise and fall of tides in inlets and coastal rivers.
The construction of stone and wooden fishtraps was intricate, sustainable, and successful. European explorers
recorded and painted these structures, and were fascinated by the methods that the Menang people employed.
Vue De La Rivière Des Francais, by G.L. Domeny de Rienzi (1837).

Now, new interpretation of the best-known and preserved of these fishtraps at Oyster Harbour near Albany brings
to us fresh insight and awareness of this technology which began over 7,000 years ago – a technology of which
current Menang elders are justifiably proud.
Malcolm Traill is an Albany-based historian, who has completed 25 years in the Deep South.
Originally a climate refugee from Perth and a former Battye Librarian, he has promoted history in
Albany and the region through his popular Tuesday Curatorial talks at the WA Museum. He makes
regular appearances on ABC Local Radio, and writes articles on regional history in local
newspapers. He also tutors history units at the University of Western Australia in Albany. Malcolm
is prominent in the Albany cultural scene as Founder and Chair of Creative Albany, and as the
maker and providore of fine jams and pickles through his company, Summer House Supplies!
URGENT CALL TO ALL MEMBERS
THE RAFFLE NEEDS YOUR HELP

MERREDIN TOUR
18-21 August
Register your expression of interest!

Please take a book (or two) of tickets to sell
Or buy some raffle tickets

3 nights accommodation with a town & Indigenous tour,
theatre visit, and more.
Plus 2 bus trips to Westonia & Nungarin, Mangowine, Koorda
Return by Train. Concessions available
Full Itinerary & Cost TBA in May’s History West
Numbers limited to 26
Secure a place with $100 deposit
Tel. +61 89 386 3841
Email: admin@histwest.org.au

TO RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR FUTURE COMMUNITY
HISTORY CENTRE
Ring the Society to buy tickets at $10 each or offer to distribute
books of ten on our behalf and they will be posted to you.
Call us on 9386 3841 or email admin@histwest.org.au to
have tickets sent to you.
You can pay by credit card, cheque or direct deposit to BSB
016 484, Account No 2478 76223, quoting Raffle and name.

Help build a new future for the Society

Council News
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History in the City

At its meeting held on 9 March business included the
following where Council

Our first History in the City talk for 2017 was given by
Bernice Barry who introduced us to Georgiana Molloy,
The Mind that Shines. Georgiana suffered many
hardships when she came to the Swan River Colony as
the wife of Captain John Molloy in 1829. Georgiana
was born in 1805 in Carlisle on the border of England
and Scotland. Her father died when she was in her
early teens and, as her mother’s property had gone to
her husband on their marriage, money became a
problem. Georgiana seemed to be estranged from her
own family and when she was fourteen, she met
Captain John Molloy whom she later married. She and
her husband emigrated to WA’s southwest. In her early
life, she showed an interest in nature and this became
more evident when she settled in the new colony.
Botany became a large part of her life and, although
she was self-taught, she later became recognised as a
female botanist in the new colony and a resilient and
independent woman.

• welcomed new members – Barbara Cann,
Margot Lang, Gillian Meecham, Janet
Megaritty, Dr Michelle Morrison;
• welcomed Christine Foulkes Taylor to the position
of New Members Liaison V olunteer;
• gave a unanimous vote of thanks to Ally DrakeBrockman for her valuable work as Volunteer Coordinator and thanked everyone involved with the
successful Volunteers Morning Tea held on 24
March;
• resolved that certificates would be issued to new
members in the Society’s 90th anniversary year;
• encouraged all members to take books of raffle
tickets to sell in aid of the new building fund;
• called for new volunteers to participate in the
Auxiliary’s History in the City monthly program;

In 1838, she received a request from Captain James
Mangles, a highly regarded botanical collector in
England, to collect specimens and seeds on his behalf
and she agreed. Captain Mangles gave her botany
books and as her knowledge deepened she became
engrossed in the practical tasks of collecting. She
explored the bush for different species, selecting
perfect examples of each specie. Seeds from each plant
had to be named and stored separately, then she needed
to record all details relating to the particular specimen.
This was not her only task – her husband was often
away and there was farm work to be seen to, and of
course, family responsibilities. Georgiana’s letters
exchanged with Captain Mangles show not only her
growing botanical knowledge but also give an insight
into her thoughts as she settled into her new life.

• thanked the Society’s volunteers for their 1075
hours of service in March;
• appreciated the support of the strong membership
base, currently at 729 voting members including 77
Affiliated Societies ;

• noted the report of the preparations for the
forthcoming Secondhand booksale, 1 and 2 April;
• resolved that Early Days vol. 14 will end at 2015
and that the next issue, which is the 100th, will begin
Early Days as a series of stand alone issues;
• contributed to discussion on the mid-year budget
review figures to curb ongoing excess of
expenditure over income ;
• recorded its gratitude to Councillor Lorraine Clarke
for her extensive work to resolve the problems the
Library is experiencing in using the new website.

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of
each month. Join us at 2pm at the Citiplace Community
Centre on Perth Railway Concourse. Donation $5 entry
with afternoon tea, all welcome.

Lennie McCall

Lorraine Tholet

Mystery Photo

A Correction to our Syllabus 2017
Day bus tour with Elite Tours – Fairbridge farm
Change of date
The tour is now scheduled for Monday 16 October

Diary Dates
Sun 30 Apr: Walk Univer sity of Wester n
Australia grounds

Can anyone help identify the plane or the aerodrome or
the occasion? If you have any information, please
phone and ask for the Library, on 9386 3841, or email
library@histwest.org.au

Apr Members’ Discount code for eShop: Huttab2
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A happy Volunteers Morning Tea!
Many thanks indeed from all members to our body of active volunteers. We couldn’t do without you! And special thanks
to retiring Volunteer Co-ordinator Ally Drake Brockman whose splendid work in this role we acknowledge and acclaim.

Pamela Statham Drew, Lennie McCall and Val Hutch busy
sorting secondhand books in preparation for the jumbo sale!

Welcome to new Volunteers – Nicole
McEwen and Mieli Reeves, who will
assist in the Front Office / Book Shop,
and Susan Lu, who will assist the
Museum with group visits.

Val Hutch welcomes visitors from Servite Villas to our
Western Land exhibition on 14 February.
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firewood to Perth’. Among the more famous
lightermen was Niels Andersen who worked for 40
years on the Swan.
*********
Are you visiting Broome this year? If so, you can
explore the pearling history of Broome's Roebuck Bay
foreshore by walking The Jetty to Jetty Trail,
Yawuru’s self guided her itage walk along the
foreshore from the historic Streeter’s Jetty in
Chinatown to the site of Broome’s Old Jetty at Town
Beach. The phone app is an audio companion to the
trail, including over 90 minutes of stories and music. As
you walk, you can hear the stories and music of those
who lived and worked along the foreshore. Download
the free smartphone app at http://www.yawuru.com/our
-culture/our-community/jetty-2-jetty/
*********
Lindsay Dorman who is the Volunteer Coordinator,
United Nations Association of Australia [WA
Division] is researching a biography of Murray Giles
Little who spent a lifetime in teaching, r ising to
become WA Director of Education between 1940 and
1950. If you have any information that might be useful
to Lindsay, please contact
lindsaydorman06@gmail.com
***********
In a splendid ceremony held on 21 February Murdoch
University renamed its library the Geoffrey Bolton
Library to honour the long and distinguished
association of Emeritus Professor Bolton AO (19312015) with the University. The Geoffrey Bolton Fund
was also launched. It will support early career
historians to undertake their research. Professor Bolton
was deeply committed to fostering students’ interest in
Australian history and brilliant at doing so – as we can
all attest. He constantly encouraged everyone to
research and write history. If you are interested in
donating to the fund and would like to find out more go
to – http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Support-Murdoch/
News-and-events/Geoffrey-Bolton/

Please note corrected date: Bunbury Historical
Society’s commemor ation of Br idget Mulqueen is
scheduled for Saturday 20 May at the King Cottage
Museum with the Dardanup commemoration on the
following day, Sunday 21 May.
Bayswater Historical Society is assisting ar tist
Vanessa Bradley together with St Columba’s School in
their ‘Wetlands through the Ages’ project funded by a
grant from the City of Bayswater. The project will
depict land use at different times – the Dreamtime,
Settlement, Landfill and rehabilitated wetlands. What
an interesting way to tell historical stories.
Denmark Historical Society has made good use of
Carnamah Historical Society’s online index of
motor vehicle registrations. Koorabup lists all the
Denmark registrations and attaches ten wonderful
photos of some of these cars and trucks with their
proud owners. What a difference motor vehicles made
to country life!
Friends of Donnelly Village invite you to an
interesting talk at the museum, The Old School, Carey
Road, Donnelly River Village (cnr Andrew and Sears
Roads, Donnelly River 6258) on Saturday 13 May, 24pm. Come along and hear a group of women tell their
stories about living and working at The Donnelly, 1948
-1978. Bunnings Bros timber mill at The Donnelly was
one of the first WA mills to employ women in the
1950s. It was an isolated community and women
shared many hardships as well as good times in a rough
and ready timber town.
Fremantle History Society r epor ts that the City
Council is restoring and conserving the exterior of the
Town Hall, which is 130 years old. Layers of paint
applied since the 1960s are being removed, allowing
the building to ‘breathe’ again. The roof is being reclad with slate and the decorative cast-iron finials and
balustrades reinstated. New stone slates have been
imported from Wales, the source of the original slates
in 1887. Fremantle History Society suggests another
piece of restoration not included in the current plans –
reinstating the ceremonial balcony removed in the late
1920s. Sounds like an idea worth supporting!
Kalamunda & Districts Historical Society pays
tribute to two long-time volunteers – Max Walsh and
Ann Crowder. Also included are some memories of the
Carmel telephone exchange. Remember when
telephone exchanges were hubs of local communities?
As well you can read about the bush poet Jack
Sorenson and his connections with the Hills district.
Maritime Heritage Association J our nal contains an
article on the lightering fleet which carried cargo up
and down the Swan River. ‘Between Fremantle and
Perth steam tugs were always used for towing, but
beyond the Causeway the barges were “poled” over the
sandbanks. Poles were also used on the barges which
made periodic trips up the Canning River to bring
4
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From Jo’s diary: establishing the
costume collection

Selected gowns were lent for
window displays in the City’s new
banks and for building society
launches. As a result, the R&I
Bank donated money for the
Society’s first glass and timber
exhibition case. TAFE students
preparing for exams came to study
the collection and one made a
replica 19th century costume for a
doll. Together the students and the
monthly Sunday visitors helped
give the project a sense of purpose.
The collection grew with donations
from many interested parties. Small
amounts of cash were raised but never
enough. With Eva’s financial help, a
Replica 19th century
young
conservator Patricia Moncrieff
doll
restored some of the gowns.
But the project had monopolised our
collective spare time, and real life
pressures took over. I left to study,
and for a stint overseas. Tatiana
lectured, Eva farmed, while both
continued to care for the costumes. A
letter from Eva, dated 12 May 1978,
reported that ‘we now have all the
costumes in cardboard boxes with
acid-free tissue paper … stacked on
steel racks made by Laurie
Beardmore. The old library is full of
them to the ceiling’.
In 1999, a telephone call came
from Tatiana worried about the
Late 19th century
white gauze ball
collection’s future. It had grown
dress with bustle,
too large; she worried about its
worn by Miss Boyd.
care – would I come back and
catalogue it? Once again I found
myself among the costumes at
Stirling House. Only then did I
fully understand Tatiana’s
concerns. The collection had taken
over every spare space, and was
stacked from floor to ceiling. I
spent the next decade cataloguing,
tagging and noting provenance
where available.
Today, these details are being fed
into the Society’s new website.
Eva and Tatiana would have been
Bright pink selfamazed, as am I, to know that it is
striped chiffon
technology and not finance that
ballgown c1900,
enables West Australians – and the
restored by Patricia
world – to view the Society’s
Moncrieff.
unique costume collection.
Jo Pearson
former Hon. Curator costumes/textiles
Jo Pearson will present this year’s talk for the annual
Auxiliary morning tea on Wednesday 23 August at
10.30am. The title of the talk is ‘Tying the Knot –
courtship, marriage and wedding gowns in the Swan
Colony’.

My collection of antique dolls was often used in the
1970s for charity purposes, for the opening of the
refurbished Claremont Museum, for the launch of the
Fremantle Arts Centre, and for a school fundraiser
where I met Tatiana de Fircks, senior lecturer in
costume at TAFE and member of the RWAHS. In
October 1974 she asked me to catalogue the Society’s
collection of dolls and invited me to Stirling House to
meet her friend, life-long member Eva Braid.
Stirling House was much the same then as now, with
that musty ambience peculiar to old houses,
overflowing with books, photographs and objects.
Tatiana and Eva guided me towards the louvrewindowed sleepout (now part of the library) where
eighteen 19th century costumes were hanging from a
dry cleaner’s rack. They asked me to join them in
establishing a museum for the gowns – and the dolls.
Chasing up this idea was something of an adventure.
There was no available funding, so for a nominal entry fee
we opened Stirling House one Sunday a month to exhibit
rotating displays of costumes; cream teas provided by our
daughters were an added extra. These Sundays proved so
popular the Society’s membership rose – probably due to
the scones – but little profit was made.
We bombarded news outlets with publicity and, after a
display of bridal costumes in January 1975, an excited
Tatiana phoned to say that ‘we raised $30 - and Lady
Hasluck came to see it too!’ In March a christening
gown exhibition raised $11.40 from the cream teas and
netted a W est A ustralian reporter. A team from
Channel 7 arrived in May to film underclothing, and in
July a reporter from Channel 9 turned up with his crew
to film dolls, the clip later shown on the 6pm news.
They returned in October to televise Bussell family
members admiring their ancestors’ costumes. This
event made headline news on the evening bulletin but
the diary entry reads: ‘we only took about $49 and after
expenses made $6 on teas’.

Caroline Mary Bussell costumes

The most unusual Sunday exhibition displayed ladies’
underwear, the showpiece being a hand-made set of
chemise, petticoat, drawers and combinations which
won Mrs David McNeil first prize at the Wagin Show
in 1900!
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took giant strides ‘From Twilight Sleep to IVF’ and
there were advances in nursing and nurse education.

Jennie & Bevan Carter, King Eddies: A History of
Western Australia’s Premier Women’s Hospital 19162016, KEMH Alumni, Subiaco, 2016. In Library.
Available from King Edward Memorial Hospital $50.

Threats of litigation at the end of 1999 over
mishandled births resulted in the Child and Glover
Report, and the Douglas Inquiry. A number of
practices and procedures at the hospital were criticised
and numerous recommendations were made to restore
public confidence.

Reviewer: Heather Campbell
This attractive book stems from a
project overseen by the King
Edward Memorial Alumni
Committee. A prologue sets the
scene by depicting the plight of
‘girls of an unfortunate class’ in the
1890s; then ten chapters trace the
evolution of the hospital to the
present day.

Despite ups and downs King Eddies has emerged ‘as a
venerated institution which has always had at its heart
the nurture and care of women, babies and families
during the most vulnerable times of their lives’. As
father of triplets Andrew Nixon said in 2000 after his
wife was transferred to KEMH for emergency care,
‘Hands off King Edward.’ After reading this book, one
can only agree.

In describing childbirth in the early days of the colony
the authors make an unshakeable case for the
establishment of such a hospital. They remind us of
Georgiana Molloy who gave birth in primitive
circumstances only to lose her baby after nine days.
Fourteen years later she died from complications of
another childbirth.

Steve Errington, Disorderly Proceedings in the
Park: Western Australian Football in Colonial Times,
Hesperian Press, 2016. In Library. SP $40.
Reviewer: Patrick Cornish

Contemporary accounts provide understanding of some
bad circumstances: the notorious 1907 case of ‘baby
farmer’, Alice Mitchell, a nurse, midwife and approved
carer, who starved tiny baby Ethel Booth to death
despite receiving a large portion of her mother’s wage
as a servant for Ethel’s care. This prompted a public
outcry and highlighted the need to care for vulnerable
infants and their mothers.

The ‘great Australian adjective’,
ladies were warned, could
frequently be heard from ‘players
of the national game of Victoria,
South Australia, Tasmania and
Western Australia’. Such vulgar
utterance, not to mention the
discomfiting sight of the ladies’
sweethearts being laid low by
flying fists, could be best avoided
by choosing to attend rugby contests instead. This
advice, in the old sporting magazine Bell’s Life, may
surprise those of us who have heard the fifteen-a-side
code chaps not only singing songs with all sorts of
anatomically dubious references but also grappling
firmly with all regions, including nether, of opponents’
bodies. Perhaps our author here is evoking another era.
Indeed he is. This comparison applied to 1896, when
there was a national game but no nation as such.

The nuts and bolts of the establishment and
development of the hospital are dealt with
chronologically, including the role of benevolent
organisations and churches and the part played by
government. The not inconsequential role of many well
-known and influential women provides insights into
their activities and character.
Appropriately strong women feature frequently in this
work, including the matrons, not the least of whom was
the longest serving Agnes Walsh who ‘placed her
stamp on every aspect of the hospital’ from 1923 to
1954. Men are not forgotten. There is commentary on
honorary doctors – the much-loved Dixie Clement and
James Couch – and their successors. ‘Male
superintendence’ is also covered.

Steve Errington, who has contributed much to our
State’s record by compiling chronicles of ‘all our
yesterdays’ – in Macbeth’s mellifluous phrase – has
scored another full-pointer with this lively history of
the nineteenth century form of what is now called AFL.
The book will be of particular interest to people who
follow football in its various codes, but the author
offers a broader canvas. Rebellion against authority is
just one human trait under discussion. The title,
Disorderly Proceedings in the Park, was a headline in
the W est A ustralian of 20 July 1891, reporting on

By the 1930s the old premises could not cope and there
was flooding, cockroach-infested septic tanks and
offensive gases. The Board had no control over fees,
which were paid to the ‘stingy’ Medical Department.
The opening of the Centenary Building however,
represented a change of policy as it catered for private
as well as public patients.

the wildest scenes yet witnessed on a
football field in the colony. It would
be some understatement to say the
Fremantle club and its supporters

Overcrowding became a problem in the 1940s. By
1950 however, hospital services had gained
momentum, with a new nurses’ home and the
establishment of a medical school in 1955. Patient care
6
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were unhappy with umpire Croft’s
handling of their match against
Rovers. After the final bell rang, the
port’s rowdier legions were ripe for
further insubordination. Instruction
came from one Harry Marshall, a
Fremantle town councillor and
storekeeper, who rode up on his
horse. Furious, he is reported to have
exhorted his team’s players: ‘Go for
him, boys, I’ll pay the costs. Give
him groans, he’s no umpire.

involved in the Elizabeth Quay project. These include
‘The Case for Elizabeth Quay’ by Sean Morrison and
CityVision’s opposing view by Ken Adam. A Noongar
perspective by Clint Bracknell, Len Collard, Dave
Palmer and Grant Revell on European foreshore
planning is welcome.
Bolleter sees the construction of Elizabeth Quay as the
start of a new relationship with the River, rather than
being an end point in itself. He argues that the Elizabeth
Quay development involves just a small fraction of the
Perth Water shoreline and will allow us to rethink and
redesign the River’s edges. It permits the envisioning of
a new future for the River that acknowledges its poor
health and the impacts of climate change, including salt
water intrusion, storm events of increased intensity and
rises in sea level. Bolleter sees the need for future
planning to engage more closely with Noongar culture,
for which the Derbal Yirigan is the lifeblood.

Steve Errington’s coverage of that era more than a
century ago is enhanced by the inclusion of
photographs of footballers in wholly orderly mode:
fields full of moustaches, striped guernseys and club
officials wearing waistcoats and watch chains. Some
show off trophies. Some would surely have been young
enough to pull on khaki for the most absurd contest of
all, the one that began in Europe in 1914. At least there
was always a winner when Fremantle took the field.

To those interested in the history of city planning the
book is a useful resource albeit slightly marred by the
absence of an index. To those seeking a more
sustainable future for the Swan River, a future that takes
into consideration the River itself and its cultural
significance, it provides much needed food for thought.

Julian Bolleter Take me to the River: The Story of
Perth’s Foreshore, UWA Publishing, Crawley, 2015.
In Library. SP $40 MP $38.

Olive Knight (Kankawa Nagarra), The Bauhinia
Tree, as told to Terri-Ann White, UWAP, Crawley,
2015. In Library. SP $30 MP $28.50.

Reviewer: Dr Sue Graham Taylor
Dr Julian Bolleter, Assistant
Professor at the Australian Urban
Design Research Centre at the
University of WA recently won the
State Records Office Margaret
Medcalf Award for this book. It was
a well-deserved award for excellent
referencing and research.

Reviewer: Lenore Layman
Olive Knight (Kankawa Nagarra)’s
oral history (set down and edited in
this memoir) tells the life story of a
Kimberley Aboriginal woman from
Wangkatjunka, 100km southeast of
Fitzroy Crossing. By descent Olive is
part Gooniyandi-part Walmatjarri and
a leader of her community.

Based on that research, Bolleter has produced a
significant work that focuses on the story of our
relationship to the river ‘viewed through the lens of
schemes proposed for Perth’s foreshore, the city’s
symbolic front garden’. He states that reclamation from
the 1880s increasingly reflected a powerful society
which could reshape nature to reflect its own desires.
Some of the more than 200 proposed schemes that
Bolleter discusses include the public park along the
river, the 1930 large artificial island in Perth Water and
the 2008 Circle Scheme, a high density development
on the Esplanade itself, described by some as ‘Dubai
on Swan’. Some argue that the difficulties in realising
foreshore proposals arose from the deceptive
complexity of the site with its heritage, traffic and
building components.

Olive tells her story conversationally, without naming
individuals or dating events, giving her account an
unusual simplicity and directness. Born in station
country and mission-schooled, fearful of white people,
she grew up within a traditional culture that saw her a
very young mother in an arranged marriage. Her birth,
childhood and early adulthood were not easy. Then she
found a sustaining and fruitful relationship with Jim
Biendurry, a Warlpiri man. Together they trained and
worked as Christian missioners and later on land rights
issues through the Kimberley Land Council. Olive
qualified as an interpreter. Jim and Olive moved to
Lake Gregory, Paruku and Mulan in the mid-1980s as
part of the homeland movement but then Jim died.
Deeply distressed, Olive shifted the family to Perth
where she trained as a health worker before returning
to the Wangkatjunka community. She developed her
musical interests in country and western, blues and jazz
and became a gospel and contemporary blues singer,

The first part of the book discusses these many
schemes and the thinking behind them. In Chapter 6
Bolleter also provides a particularly useful ‘Two
Hundred Years of Ideas’ timeline of built and unbuilt
schemes for the foreshore. The second section of the
book includes a number of essays by key voices
7
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travelling widely to perform. [Do check online for
Olive’s musical output if you are interested.]
Then Olive began working to combat fetal alcohol
spectrum disorder (FASD) because she saw alcohol
decimating her people and became aware that children
were being damaged before birth. She took personal
responsibility for her sister’s children who were badly
affected. Her account of the suffering and struggles of
these children and the growing awareness of this
problem is a moving part of her life story.
At the age of seventy Olive says that her life hasn’t
‘levelled out’; there is still work to be done. ‘There are
other generations to come who may see my decision
[to fight for a ban on alcohol] as valid and run with it.
But that means we’ve got a lost generation’. She also
continues to call and work for national reconciliation
and full acknowledgement that Australia was
‘inhabited by humans’ before Captain Cook arrived.
This is the life story of an exceptional woman. As
Kimberley historian Cathie Clement concludes in her
review of the book for Kimberley Society’s Boab
Bulletin, ‘At a time when media portrayal of
indigenous people’s lives is often negative, this book
offers a timely and refreshing perspective from a brave
and articulate writer’.
The historical record has been enormously extended in
the last half century by the wealth of oral histories that
have been recorded and therefore preserved for
posterity. So diverse a variety of individual life
histories has immeasurably enriched the archives and
Community Officer:
Editor History West:

Lesley Burnett
Dr Lenore Layman

Opinions expressed in History West are not necessarily
those of the Royal WA Historical Society (Inc.)

nowhere is this transformation more evident than in
Aboriginal history in regions such as the Kimberley.
The addition of first-hand accounts of the lives of
people such as Olive changes our understanding of
history.

Member Ian Abbott sent in this
response to Damien Hassan’s
article (History West March
2017) that raised the question
whether the story of a beachwashed albatross found on North
Beach in 1887 was a hoax.

I would say no, as two of WA’s
most distinguished ornithologists
(Dom Serventy and Hubert
Whittell) accepted it in all editions of their
authoritative book, Birds of W estern A ustralia.
The only contentious issue was the identity of the
beach-washed bird. It has been suggested that a
wandering albatross, yellow-nosed albatross, or a giant
petrel was involved.
Serventy and Whittell favoured the black-browed
albatross. Regrettably, the specimen was not donated to
the museum, and so we will never know for certain.

Incidentally, Whittell published a paper on ‘The visits
of John Gilbert, naturalist, to Swan River Colony’ in
Early Days, Vol. 4 Part 1, 1949.

If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by
email, please contact us (9386 3841 or
admin@histwest.org.au with your email address, and
save money and trees by receiving it online!

