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It is generally accepted that Indigenous occupation of the 

south coast of Western Australia began around 30,000 

years ago. The Menang tribe of the Noongar nation 

endured climate changes beyond current comprehension, 

yet survived in the area to see European occupation and 

settlement from 1826. 

Theirs is chiefly a land-based culture, but the Southern 

Ocean and the numerous rivers that flow into it allowed 

an abundance of fish to be caught for sustenance. But 

how did they achieve this if they had no tradition of boat-

building or other maritime activity? 

Their answer was an ingenious method of trapping fish, 

using the rise and fall of tides in inlets and coastal rivers. 

The construction of stone and wooden fishtraps was intricate, sustainable, and successful. European explorers 

recorded and painted these structures, and were fascinated by the methods that the Menang people employed. 

Now, new interpretation of the best-known and preserved of these fishtraps at Oyster Harbour near Albany brings 

to us fresh insight and awareness of this technology which began over 7,000 years ago ï a technology of which 

current Menang elders are justifiably proud. 

Malcolm Traill is an Albany-based historian, who has completed 25 years in the Deep South. 

Originally a climate refugee from Perth and a former Battye Librarian, he has promoted history in 

Albany and the region through his popular Tuesday Curatorial talks at the WA Museum. He makes 

regular appearances on ABC Local Radio, and writes articles on regional history in local 

newspapers. He also tutors history units at the University of Western Australia in Albany. Malcolm 

is prominent in the Albany cultural scene as Founder and Chair of Creative Albany, and as the 

maker and providore of fine jams and pickles through his company, Summer House Supplies! 

GENERAL MEETING 

The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 19 April at 6pm when Malcolm Traill will 

present a paper on óAn Astonishing Technology: Aboriginal Fishtraps of the South Coast.ô 

Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm. 

Vue De La Rivi¯re Des Francais, by G.L. Domeny de Rienzi (1837). 

MERREDIN TOUR  18-21 August 

Register your expression of interest! 
 

3 nights accommodation with a town & Indigenous tour,  
theatre visit, and more. 

Plus 2 bus trips to Westonia & Nungarin, Mangowine, Koorda 
 

Return by Train. Concessions available 
Full Itinerary & Cost TBA in Mayôs History West 

 

Numbers limited to 26 
       Secure a place with $100 deposit  

 

Tel. +61 89 386 3841 
Email: admin@histwest.org.au 

URGENT CALL TO ALL MEMBERS 

THE RAFFLE NEEDS YOUR HELP 
TO RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR FUTURE COMMUNITY 

HISTORY CENTRE 
Please take a book (or two) of tickets to sell 

Or buy some raffle tickets 
Ring the Society to buy tickets at $10 each or offer to distribute 
books of ten on our behalf and they will be posted to you. 
Call us on 9386 3841 or email admin@histwest.org.au to 

have tickets sent to you. 

You can pay by credit card, cheque or direct deposit to BSB 
016 484, Account No 2478 76223, quoting Raffle and name. 
Help build a new future for the Society 

mailto:admin@histwest.org.au
mailto:admin@histwest.org.au
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A Correction to our Syllabus 2017 
Day bus tour with Elite Tours ï Fairbridge farm 

Change of date 
The tour is now scheduled for Monday 16 October 

Can anyone help identify the plane or the aerodrome or 
the occasion? If you have any information, please 
phone and ask for the Library, on 9386 3841, or email 
library@histwest.org.au 

At its meeting held on 9 March business included the 

following where Council  

 

 

 

Å  welcomed Christine Foulkes Taylor to the position 

of New Members Liaison Volunteer; 

Å  gave a unanimous vote of thanks to Ally Drake-

Brockman for her valuable work as Volunteer Co-

ordinator and thanked everyone involved with the 

successful Volunteers Morning Tea held on 24 

March; 

Å  resolved that certificates would be issued to new 

members in the Societyôs 90th anniversary year; 

Å  encouraged all members to take books of raffle 

tickets to sell in aid of the new building fund; 

Å  called for new volunteers to participate in the 

Auxiliaryôs History in the City monthly program;  

Å  thanked the Societyôs volunteers for their 1075 

hours of service in March; 

Å  appreciated the support of the strong membership 

base, currently at 729 voting members including 77 

Affiliated Societies ; 

Å  noted the report of the preparations for the 

forthcoming Secondhand booksale, 1 and 2 April; 

Å resolved that Early Days vol. 14 will end at 2015 

and that the next issue, which is the 100th, will begin 

Early Days as a series of stand alone issues; 

Å contributed to discussion on the mid-year budget 

review figures to curb ongoing excess of 

expenditure over income ; 

Å recorded its gratitude to Councillor Lorraine Clarke 

for her extensive work to resolve the problems the 

Library is experiencing in using the new website. 

Lennie McCall 

Å welcomed new members ï Barbara Cann, 

Margot Lang, Gillian Meecham, Janet 

Megaritty, Dr Michelle Morrison; 

Mystery Photo 

History in the City 
Our first History in the City talk for 2017 was given by 

Bernice Barry who introduced us to Georgiana Molloy, 

The Mind that Shines. Georgiana suffered many 

hardships when she came to the Swan River Colony as 

the wife of Captain John Molloy in 1829. Georgiana 

was born in 1805 in Carlisle on the border of England 

and Scotland. Her father died when she was in her 

early teens and, as her motherôs property had gone to 

her husband on their marriage, money became a 

problem. Georgiana seemed to be estranged from her 

own family and when she was fourteen, she met 

Captain John Molloy whom she later married. She and 

her husband emigrated to WAôs southwest. In her early 

life, she showed an interest in nature and this became 

more evident when she settled in the new colony. 

Botany became a large part of her life and, although 

she was self-taught, she later became recognised as a 

female botanist in the new colony and a resilient and 

independent woman. 

In 1838, she received a request from Captain James 

Mangles, a highly regarded botanical collector in 

England, to collect specimens and seeds on his behalf 

and she agreed. Captain Mangles gave her botany 

books and as her knowledge deepened she became 

engrossed in the practical tasks of collecting. She 

explored the bush for different species, selecting 

perfect examples of each specie. Seeds from each plant 

had to be named and stored separately, then she needed 

to record all details relating to the particular specimen. 

This was not her only task ï her husband was often 

away and there was farm work to be seen to, and of 

course, family responsibilities. Georgianaôs letters 

exchanged with Captain Mangles show not only her 

growing botanical knowledge but also give an insight 

into her thoughts as she settled into her new life.   

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of 

each month. Join us at 2pm at the Citiplace Community 

Centre on Perth Railway Concourse. Donation $5 entry 

with afternoon tea, all welcome. 

Lorraine Tholet 

Diary Dates 
Sun 30 Apr:  Walk University of Western 

Australia grounds 

Apr Membersô Discount code for eShop: Huttab2 
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Welcome to new Volunteers ï Nicole 

McEwen and Mieli Reeves, who will 

assist in the Front Office / Book Shop, 

and Susan Lu, who will assist the 

Museum with group visits. 

A happy Volunteers Morning Tea! 
Many thanks indeed from all members to our body of active volunteers. We couldnôt do without you! And special thanks 

to retiring Volunteer Co-ordinator Ally Drake Brockman whose splendid work in this role we acknowledge and acclaim. 

Val Hutch welcomes visitors from Servite Villas to our 

Western Land exhibition on 14 February. 

Pamela Statham Drew, Lennie McCall and Val Hutch busy 

sorting secondhand books in preparation for the jumbo sale! 


