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GENERAL MEETING
The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 21 June at 6pm when
Dr Jim Cameron will present a paper on ‘Northampton “The train journey north”.
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm.

First government railway engine in WA outside the
Victoria Hotel, Geraldton, c1879. P1999.1838

The railway line north from Geraldton reached Northampton
on 3 June 1879, almost 50 years to the day after Western
Australia's first white settlers sailed into Cockburn Sound and
nearly 25 years after it was first proposed. The line, 33 miles
66 chains long (54.4 km), was the largest single investment in
public works in the colony's history to that point and a major
demonstration of the local government’s commitment to the
establishment of transport infrastructure – in this case to
support an infant mining industry. While the turning of the
first sod by Governor Weld in October 1874 had been greeted
with much fanfare and celebration, completion of the line was
largely ignored. It was subsequently added to the colony's
long list of unsuccessful initiatives, a product of unreasonable
aspirations and a victim of circumstances over which the
colony had little control.

A teacher all his adult life, J.M.R. (Jim) Cameron has worked in several Australian states and territories as well as
overseas. Now retired to Perth, he combines an active involvement in the provision of education in developing
countries, most recently as a policy and planning advisor to the Ministry of Education and Training, Vietnam, with
his interests in the historical geography of Australian settlement. He is a member of the City of Rockingham Pipe
Band and the Woodturners Association of Western Australian where he convenes the Wandi Woodturning group,
and is currently researching the history of lead and copper mining in the Northampton Mineral Field, the area
where he spent his childhood.

Ron’s Walking Tour of UWA Gardens
A very pleasant Sunday afternoon,
30 April, was spent with Ron
Bodycoat on a walking tour of the
artwork and gardens of the
University of Western Australia. We
were all appreciative of Ron’s
intimate knowledge of the building
history of the University, and for the
booklet he provided. The tour began
outside the Vice Chancellor’s office
where the mosaic discs along the
inside wall, representing the various schools of knowledge, complimented the larger mosaic over the Senate room.
Hidden treasures were revealed behind the sunken garden and the art gallery as well as the tree-graffiti in the
tropical grove. We noted the new ground floor entrance to the Reid Library and the extensive extensions to the
student centre. The area between the student centre and the Faculty of Agriculture was filled with new buildings.
We returned by the temporary-looking buildings that were the quarters for the American Catalina flying boat crews
during the Second World War – still there and being used for the Indigenous Studies programme. All in all a most
informative and enjoyable wander. Thank you Ron.
Pamela Statham Drew
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History in the City

Council News

At our May talk, we had an important guest – Deena, a
young Guide Rescue dog. She was a wonderful addition
and very well behaved as Lee-Anne Ashley told us tales
from the Shenton Park Dogs’ Refuge Home. The home
was established in 1935 and is a not-for-profit
organisation dedicated to the rescue, care and re-homing
of dogs and one of the oldest animal welfare agencies in
the country. It is based at 30 Lemnos Street, Shenton
Park. The home has a pro-life policy, which ensures that
no dog will be euthanised on economic grounds. Every
year the home takes in many hundreds of dogs that have
been abused, neglected or simply no longer wanted. Their
activities are motivated by the fundamental understanding
that dogs are entitled to the same love and respect that
they unconditionally give to us.

At its meeting held on 10 May business included the
following where Council
• welcomed new members – Patsy Roche, Vivienne
Stewart (Life Member), Dr Jennifer Weir;
• expressed special thanks in National Volunteers
Week to all our volunteers who give generous
contributions of time and skill to make all our
activities happen;
• welcomed the excellent news that this year’s Second
Hand Book Sale raised over $21,300, the highest
amount to date;
• thanked Nick Drew & Dr Pamela Statham Drew for
their willingness to take over leadership of the
Second Hand Book Sale team;

One of the early pioneers, Mrs Constance Horrocks, wrote
to the newspaper about the plight of unwanted dogs and
asked people to attend a meeting. A fund-raising
committee was formed but these were depression times
and progress was slow. However, 1935 saw the beginning
with a building on the land, featuring a little dog on the
verandah. Women did much of the building work and it
was opened by Sir James Mitchell. Lee-Anne showed us a
delightful photo with the men and women dressed in the
formal attire of those days. By 1939, the refuge was
catering for over 900 dogs per year.

• resolved that Early Days Journal will begin as a
single issue publication in the 90th year, beginning
with 2016 papers, to be numbered from 100 and be
printed in a slightly larger size;
• resolved to advertise for volunteers to take on the
role of Volunteer Program Coordinator and to assist
the RWAHS Auxiliary team present the monthly
program ‘History in the City’ (see separate
advertisement in this issue);

We heard of many of the early office members, among
them Mrs Constance Horrocks, H.E. Denson, Mrs Agnes
Pitman, the honorary Vet Mr T.W. Hogarth, and the early
superintendents, Mr Norman McConnell and Miss Bella
Lawrence. It was these people, with like-minded
supporters, who raised awareness of the many dogs
needing homes or foster care. Lee-Anne invited people to
visit the premises to see the work for themselves.

• welcomed volunteer member of Council Dr Kerry
Smith’s offer to act as Council Administrative
Assistant to handle the agenda, minutes and
correspondence of Council and Executive meetings;
• thanked Val Hutch & Wendy Lugg for their
submission of a National Library of Australia
Preservation Needs Assessment Grant application,
and for their work with Rinske Carr and Dr Ian
MacLeod on assessing the collection’s needs;

History in the City is held on the fir st Wednesday of
each month from March to December. Our talk on 5
July will be by Graham Seal on These few lines – the
lost lives of Myra and William Sykes. J oin us at
2pm at the Citiplace Community Centre on the Perth
Railway Concourse. Donation $5 entry with afternoon
tea, all welcome.

• endorsed Guidelines for Flyer inserts for History
West to ensure their production on time and to order;
• heard from Councillor Lorraine Clarke of the
success of UK Tony Butler’s The ‘Happy Museum’
Project Masterclass and arranged for a report-back
session with interested volunteers;

Lorraine Tholet

• welcomed the report of the use of the new website’s
Collective Access by 201 unique users in April.

Could you be the Society’s new Volunteer Coordinator?
The Society is looking for a volunteer
to act as its Volunteer Coordinator.

Lennie McCall

What would the task entail?
You would welcome, recruit, interview
and assign new volunteers to the jobs needing
to be done to help the Society function well.
Can You Help? We need you!
For further details contact Lesley at the Office on (08) 9386 3841
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Warm Welcome to New Volunteers

Heritage Corner
The Restoration of Miller’s Pool,
Mill Point, South Perth

Right: Diane Oliver
assists in the Office on
Friday mornings.

The newly re-excavated and restored Miller’s Pool was
opened in February 2017 and we have a wonderful
photograph taken by Sue Emmett looking from the
Pool through newly landscaped ground to the Old Mill.
Thank you to President Lynn O’Hara and the City of
South Perth Historical Society for sharing the photo
with us. Improvements include picnic and seating
areas, a boardwalk and small jetty across the pool, and
the planting of approximately 30,000 native plants and
almost 90 trees. A new path network connects the pool
with a foreshore walk from the Esplanade to join the
recently completed paths and picnic areas west of the
Narrows Bridge. It is well worth a visit.

Below: Catherine Carver
assists in the Office on
Wednesday afternoons.

Did you know that in 1937 the WA Historical Society
stood alone in strongly protesting the infill of Miller’s
Inlet as part of a reclamation scheme to straighten the
Swan River foreshore, proposing instead cleaning and
improving the natural feature. But this was a time when
civic and state authorities believed that progress
demanded that nature be transformed and natural
features eliminated in order to create a modern
metropolis. One strong belief was that the curves in the
river foreshores should be straightened by infill. The
WA Historical Society protested and lobbied because
members saw Miller’s Inlet as an important historical
place associated with the operation of Shenton’s early
colonial Mill and they wanted it preserved in order to
tell that history. However neither the Department of
Works (which was doing the infill) nor South Perth
Road Board was prepared to vary its planning. One
South Perth councillor labelled the Society ‘a
"hysterical" society and nothing else’. At this time the
Society was well ahead of public and official opinion in
seeking any conservation of nature in the city, indeed it
seems to have been the first organisation to act in
defence of Perth’s river foreshore.

Diary Dates
Sun 4 June: 63r d Pioneers Memorial Service East
Perth Cemeteries commemorating George
Braithwaite Phillips (Anglican)
Mon 5 June: Wester n Austr alia Day - Society
Raffle drawn
Wed 14 June: Booked in for a Cuppa
June Members’ Discount Code for eShop: Huttae5
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Sgt Anthony Bishop and his Uniform

Anthony resigned from the SA force in 1882. By this
time the marriage had produced two children, William
James and Alfred. He turned his hand to wine making,
presumably in the family business. It is also believed
he managed a hotel in Moonta and another in a nearby
town.

Annette O’Grady, who now lives in Broome, recently
discovered that a uniform, which belonged to her great
great grandfather Sgt Anthony Bishop, is in the
Society’s collection. The family’s search began a year
ago shortly before Charlie (a great grandchild of
Anthony) passed away. The family was chatting about
years past and Charlie mentioned the uniform and how
his grandma Annie would bring it out now and then
and tell them stories. Then Ruth (another great
grandchild of Anthony) reported that she had found a
book titled The Kanowna Heritage Trail. She noticed
his name and notes about the uniform. Annette
contacted the Society the next day and the family
visited on 18 April to view the uniform and accessories.
We were delighted that they shared stories of Sgt
Bishop with one another and with museum volunteers,
Val and Wendy. The family’s visit was a boon for the
Society because the tales told about the wearer really
bring the uniform to life. Here is Anthony’s story.

In 1885, a year after the birth of their third son Albert
Edward, the family moved to WA. Anthony arrived
first and Emmie followed with the children,
disembarking in Albany where they made their way to
Perth. Sadly baby Albert died shortly after the journey
and is buried in the old East Perth Cemetery.

L-R Grant O'Grady (m), Wendy Priddith (d), Annette O'Grady (d),
Beaty Mutard (m), Barbara Bishop (d), Ruth Loudon (d), Eunice
Faulks (d) and Diana Blesing (nd). The letters mean: (m) married
into family, (d) direct descendant and (nd) not direct family.

Anthony Bishop was born on 2 July 1851 in Hurtle
Vale, Happy Valley, South Australia, the fourth child
of James Carl Mark and Elizabeth Bishop. James, a
labourer, and wife Elizabeth emigrated to Australia
with two sons, Mark and James, in 1849. They
established a vineyard in Hurtle Vale and two more
sons, one being Anthony, and three daughters were
born in the ensuing years. Anthony enjoyed his
childhood years in the area, but tragically at the age of
five he lost his mother shortly after the birth of his
youngest sister. With a young family to raise his father
remarried soon after.

Anthony Bishop c1898

After a two-year stint as a butcher in Fremantle
Anthony joined the WA Police Force on 6 April 1887
(PC 43), serving his probation in Perth. He was
promoted to 2nd Class Constable on 1 September 1887
and a year later in April 1888 was appointed Officer in
Charge of the Quarantine Station in Rockingham
where he remained for two years. By now the family
had grown and a son, James Percy, and two daughters
Annie and Adelaide had been born.

In 1875, at the age of 23, Anthony left his trade as a
butcher and joined the South Australian Police Force.
While stationed at Wallaroo Bay he courted a young
lass, Emmie Minnot Guymer. They were married on 19
November 1879 in Wallaroo. A policeman’s life is
never easy and not long after the marriage he was
involved in a scuffle with a prisoner who attempted to
shoot him. Fortunately it was a near miss, the bullet
going through his coat and grazing the top of his leg.

The family then moved to Kojonup where Anthony
was promoted to 1st Class Constable. This was
followed in 1892 by a transfer to Newcastle (Toodyay)
where he spent five years. Life was busy for a
constable in the town, and not without risk. In February
1896 he came under fire while making an arrest, but
luckily the villain missed. His partner Constable
O'Leary was not so fortunate and was hit in the legs
4
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with a shotgun blast. Anthony was awarded £5 for
Meritorious and Courageous Conduct for the arrest of
the man while under arms, and was also promoted to
Corporal on 1 June 1896. While living in Newcastle
the last two children, Arthur and Alexander, were born.

In January 1908 Sergeant Bishop was put in charge of
Southern Cross station. While there he had another
unpleasant experience, but this time at his own hands.
When he was burning some rubbish in the backyard an
unexpected explosion occurred and struck his legs.
Although the injuries did not interfere with his duties,
he had to extract eleven pieces of embedded cartridge
casing that had blown through his trousers.
Anthony's final years in the force were spent in
Southern Cross from where he retired on 4 August
1911. He and Emmie moved to Perth to enjoy family,
grandkids and a more relaxed life. He died on 19
September 1919 and was buried in Fremantle
Cemetery with a large number of people in attendance.

In May 1898 the family moved to Kanowna where
Anthony became Acting Sergeant for five months
while Sergeant John Smith took leave. He was
dedicated and much liked, and when reverted back to
corporal on the return of Sergeant Smith the Mayor
wrote to the Premier Sir John Forrest requesting that
Anthony be promoted permanently. He was promoted
on 1 January 1899 and stayed on in Kanowna until
1904 when he was transferred to Midland Junction.

After his death daughter Annie stored Anthony's
uniform in a large trunk, kept under a window, in her
family home. She would occasionally bring it out to
show the grandchildren and tell stories of her much
loved father, and tales of a 'bullet hole'. At some stage
she cut the tails off one coat to make boy’s trousers.
When Annie died, in 1975, the uniform was donated to
the Society where it remains today, a valuable item in
the collection.

The Kanowna townsfolk were disappointed with the
news because he was a popular officer who possessed a
knack of combining tactfulness with duty. One of his
difficult jobs that he handled with firmness but tact was
managing the ‘red light district’ to ensure its quiet
operation without disturbing the townsfolk. (See
Baugh’s history of Kanowna, W ealth for the W illing,
p.95). A farewell was held in the Bishop family’s
honour and a gift of an inscribed silver teapot and cruet
was presented to Mrs Bishop. It remains in the family.
Two years later, after a stint in Midland Junction, there
was a much-appreciated return to Kanowna for both
him and his family.

Annette O’Grady & Denise Kett
How good it is to now have the story of the man to
accompany the uniform he wore. Many thanks from the
RWAHS to all the family.
5
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All members will have noticed the exhibition showcase
telling the story of the impact which the native flora has
had on us as West Australians, and particularly on
talented collectors, artists and craftspeople over three
centuries. The exhibition designer John Davies has made
use of striking images of seaweed to create a backdrop
that draws the eye to the showcase. These seaweed
images have been copied from the Society’s historic
seaweed albums created in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries when it was a popular pastime to collect and
preserve different seaweeds and save them in attractive
and colourful albums. Have you taken a moment to
explore the many objects in the showcase and their
individual stories? Here is a reminder to read in the
comfort of your home.
Aboriginal people have seen, valued and used these plants
for 50,000 years; the story for Europeans begins in 1699
when Englishman William Dampier landed on the
northwest coast and collected specimens of the region’s
floral treasures, the first authenticated collection of plants
by a European in Australia.
It was nearly a century later when plants on the west coast
were next recorded. European explorers now included
trained naturalists and botanical artists in their expeditions
and their discoveries generated a demand for new plants.
Overseas collectors such as James Mangles established a
network of local collectors among the colonists, of whom
James Drummond and Georgiana Molloy are the best

known. Later, Ferdinand von Mueller of the Melbourne
Botanic Garden included among his collectors Edith
Bussell of Wallcliffe House and Margaret, Lady Forrest,
one of a growing number of local botanical artists
depicting Western Australia’s unique flora.
In 1855 the head of the Kew Royal Botanical Gardens, Sir
William Hooker, wrote to Charles Darwin that SouthWest flora ‘is really the most extraordinary thing in the
world ... [It] will I believe turn out to be the most peculiar
on the Globe’. One third of all known Australian plant
species grow in the region. After the breakup of the
supercontinent Gondwana, the plants here evolved in
relative isolation – cut off from the rest of Australia by
desert or sea. As well, because Western Australia is one of
the most worn-down parts of a largely flat continent
which experienced few geological disruptions, the flora
evolved in one of the oldest and least disturbed land
surfaces on Earth where living species have accumulated
over time. These conditions have produced a biodiversity
hotspot, one of 34 worldwide.
It has taken a long time for most of us as Western
Australians to understand this diverse landscape and see
what a wonder it is. Now its survival is in grave danger
through loss of habitat. Environmental scientist George
Seddon, who came to love and value the western
landscape, held out hope for the future – ‘How and what
we see depends on what we value, so to see differently is
to behave differently’.

Wildflowers were popular subject matter
for 20th century china painting.

Colonial draftsman and
surveyor Alfred Hillman
collected and pressed this
plant specimen in 1832.

Postcards of Western
Australian wildflowers,
painted by Stanway Tapp
and published by Bon
Marche Stores.

Amateur artist Dircksey Cowan painted
these watercolours of wildflowers in
1899. Some were exhibited in the Paris
Exposition (1900) and Glasgow
International Exhibition (1902).
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Bayswater Historical Society opened Halliday
House over the ANZAC Day weekend to display its
exhibition ‘Bayswater at Home and Abroad’.

and Carrington St. Ted’s photographs of many of the
headstones led to lots of discussion. The talk for June is
scheduled for 19 June at 2pm: Helen Edinger speaking
on ‘The Unexpected Philanthropist’. The Society has
begun 2017 in a lively fashion but needs some new
members. So, if you are a resident of Melville or
surrounding suburbs with some time to spare and an
interest in history, please phone Barbara on 9330 3604
or Jenny on 9330 3926.

President of the Busselton Historical Society, Brian
Slee, reported a busy and productive year in 2016.
Visitors to Busselton should look for the newly
installed Ship Wreck Heritage Walk (completed with
assistance from the National Maritime Museum). Each
of the twenty sites has a steel plaque. Audio Trail links
can also be downloaded with a free mobile phone App.
Altogether it will be an important addition to the
town’s tourist attractions.

War Diary, newsletter of the Military History Society,
contains an informative article about World War II’s
Japanese Invasion Money. Japan issued its own money
in its conquered territories, enabling the purchase of
local services, goods and labour. In South East Asia
bank notes were issued in five regions – Malaya,
Philippines, Burma, Dutch East Indies and Oceania.

City of South Perth Historical Society sadly r etells
the story of The Vacant Chair, Wesley College’s
commemoration of the 56 Old Boys who gave their
lives in World War II and Vietnam. ‘Lest We Forget’,
the empty chair reminds the school and community.

VOC Historical Society’s jour nal has begun an
interesting series of articles on the Dutch Barbary
pirates, some of whom began their life at sea in the
service of the VOC before they decided there was more
to be won from piracy.

Colonial Bottle & Collectors Club newsletter T he
Little Bottler contains an interesting article on horsedrawn vehicle number plates issued by local
authorities, which were responsible for licensing and
regulating these carriages and carts from the 1870s.
They began to issue plates (of enamel or brass) in the
first years of the 20th century as traffic increased. The
earliest surviving plates are from Coolgardie in 1903.

Peelers Gazette, newsletter of the WA Police Historical
Society, r epr ints a 1948 ar ticle on ‘The Concr ete
Slab Murder’ by then Detective Sergeant Ron Richards,
who later became a controversial ASIO officer.

Eastern Goldfields Historical Society has
announced some exciting news. A project officer has
been employed to oversee the digitisation of
approximately 50,000 images and is teaching
volunteers how to digitise the images, which include
negatives 124 years old. A few collections are critical
because they are fragile glass-plate negatives. Most
important is the Mackay Gore collection started in
1894 with photographer J.J. Dwyer who set up a studio
on Hannan Street. Dwyer sold the studio, including the
glass-plate negatives, to Mackay in 1917, and Mackay
operated the studio until 1934. The business was
owned by two other photographers between 1942 and
1962, before the collection was donated to the EGHS
in 1964.

*********
24 May 2017 was the 150th anniversary of the laying of
Perth Town Hall’s foundation stone. To mark the event,
the City of Perth is producing a short video to launch a
larger project which will culminate in 2020 (to
celebrate the hall’s 150th anniversary of completion).
Perth Town Hall was completed in 1870 and benefited
from a $11million restoration in 2002-2005. Since then
it has been managed as a venue for hire for weddings,
corporate functions, community events and the
occasional exhibition. It is a successful working
heritage building.
Swan River Pioneers 1829-1838 ar e holding their
Foundation Day Dinner at the Parmelia Hilton on
Saturday 3 June at 7pm. If you are interested, be quick
to contact Lynn Coy on 9296 9520.

Katanning Historical Society launched its
Remembering Them exhibition to honour local World
War I diggers on 20 April.

Friends of Australian Rock Art (FARA) invite you
on a tour of the ancient petroglyphs of the Burrup
Peninsula/ Dampier Archipelago, estimated now to be
45,000 years old. For more information about FARA’s
annual trip to the Burrup on 22-30 July, contact Judith
Hugo at tour@fara.com.au or on 0439 090 321.

Maylands Historical & Peninsula Association has
been working towards its Anzac Day commemoration
and tells a story from the district’s recently restored
Honour Board – the story of Private William Frederick
Devine who served in both world wars. He enlisted in
1915 as a 17-year-old and served for the rest of the
war, surviving with a damaged hand, and then enlisted
again in 1940 and served until 1947.

**********
The State Heritage Office is considering placing the
four decorative cast iron red Post Boxes that ar e still
in service on the State Heritrage Register as a group.
The four are at Surrey St, Bassendean; Kalgoorlie
Railway Station; Kalgoorlie Hotel; and Queen St,
Busselton. Over fifty such post boxes are known to
have survived but most of them have been moved from
their original sites to heritage precincts.

Melville History Society is busy with its year ’s
activities having cleaned Miller Bakehouse and
arranged a children’s program for museum visits. The
newsletter reports meetings in February and March –
with Kaylene Poon speaking on the first hundred years
of Chinese life in WA and Teddy Miller speaking
about the Fremantle cemeteries at Alma St, Skinner St
7
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Guildford Heritage Precinct:
Home of the Swan Guildford
Historical Society
Have you considered a day trip to historic Guildford?
There is much to see as well as some excellent cafes
and hotels for lunch. And autumn weather adds to the
promise of an interesting and enjoyable day.
Guildford is one of the first three settlements of the
Swan River Colony, its first inland town and in the
early days the most important inland river port. Its
Aboriginal name is Mandoon, place of the trees. Named
after Guildford in Surrey, England, its town plan was
based on that of an English country town with a public
square, land allocated for a school and land around the
floodplain provided as commonage for grazing. You
can still see elements of that landscape plan today
because the town has retained its original shape.
The Guildford Heritage Precinct is a relatively intact
example of a colonial settlement with key buildings,
including the Courthouse and Gaol, now entered on the State
Register of Heritage Places, as are the Mechanics Institute,
Town Hall, Library, Garrick Theatre and Fire Station.
During the convict era there was a convict-hiring depot
in the town, the second largest in the colony, to service
the Swan Valley. Convicts who had been convicted of
more serious offences, were kept in the convict depot
and sent out on working parties daily; for instance, to
build roads. Those who had served a period of
probation and shown good behaviour were awarded a
ticket of leave. They could then hire themselves out for
money, although they still had to report to the
authorities. Guildford and the Swan benefited greatly
from the convicts with many settlers employing
convict brick makers, carpenters and builders. Convict
labour was used to improve road and river transport,
and they built many public buildings.
Visit the Heritage Precinct - Opening Times:
Tuesdays to Saturdays 10am – 2pm.
Volunteers from the Swan Guildford Historical Society
act as tour guides in the Heritage Precinct to enable the
Colonial Gaol, Taylor’s Cottage and the Wash House
to be open to visitors so that they can gain an insight
into the life and times of early settlers.

Interior of Taylor’s Cottage

Taylor’s Cottage is a well-preserved former workman’s
home that dates from the 1860s and was lived in by the
Taylor family in the 1880s. A step inside shows how
hard life was – the heat of the stove, washing for their
large family on a washboard and trying to keep food
fresh in the Coolgardie safe. Edward Taylor was an exconvict who supported his family by selling fruit and
vegetables around the district; he and his wife had
thirteen children.
Visitors also have the opportunity to peek into a rare
weather-boarded washhouse and woodshed dating
from 1913. This was a feature of most houses from the
1900s to the 1950s. View the washing copper and
mangles, and see what was involved in doing the
weekly wash a century ago.

Washing artefacts at Taylor’s Cottage

The Swan Guildford Historical Society (SGHS) was
established in 1962 and has been collecting and
cataloguing donated items for well over 50 years.
Much of the early collection came from the first
settlers. Judy Hamersley was an important figure who,
in the early years, encouraged items to be donated.
SGHS today continues to collect and preserve artefacts,
photographs, costumes, books and ephemera relating to
Guildford and the Swan Valley area. It hosts a
programme of monthly talks free of charge in the
Mechanics Institute on the second Monday of each
month. The Society is run by volunteers who have a
passion for the rich and diverse cultural history of this
region, and who feel a responsibility to preserve this
history for future generations.
Celia Miller, President

Exterior of Taylor’s Cottage

The Colonial Gaol is an important example of colonial
architecture largely built by convict labour. It was
constructed in four stages from 1841 to 1867 and was
in use until 1969. We tell the story of law and order in
Guildford and the Swan District together with a
‘Rogues Gallery’ of some of the Gaol’s inmates.
Visitors have a chance to walk inside a gaol cell, and
see an exciting new exhibition of Guildford’s trades in
the prisoners’ day room.
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Hugh Edwards, Barunga, Dambimangari
Aboriginal Foundation, Derby, 2015. In Library.

move and opening of a successful arts centre that
provided the 35metre high Namarali Wandjina for
1988 Sydney Olympics. There is plenty more to read
about Barunga and his people and I trust you will enjoy
it as much as I did.

Reviewer: Dorothy Erickson
This delightful book telling the
story of distinguished Worora
elder Albert Barunga had a long
gestation. Albert died just
before his story was to be
published and objections from
some in his community made it
impossible for images to be
included, so the unfinished
project lay nagging at Hugh
Edwards who had been
commissioned by the Australia
Council to take down Albert’s story because, although
a fluent speaker, Albert could neither read nor write
English. The men became very close.

Robert Baugh, W ealth for the W illing: The Story of
Kanowna, Robert Baugh, Victoria Park, 2016. 299
pp. In Library. SP $32.
Reviewer: Lenore Layman
If you have a family connection
with the former goldfields town
of Kanowna (originally White
Feather) or a fascination with
goldmining history, then this is
a book you will enjoy reading.
It is a densely packed, wellresearched account of all
aspects of the town’s gold
mining industry – the first
alluvial rushes, the deep leads
discovery and rushes, the old
cemetery rush, the problem of pug and the period of
reef mining (through to the discovery and development
of Kanowna Belle GM in the 1980s-90s). Individual
mines with their production histories are featured as
well as the frenzy of speculation that attended company
formation and investment in the 1890s. Individuals
influential in Kanowna’s history are identified and
their significance assessed. Altogether it is an
admirably comprehensive history, its endnotes
testifying to the great contribution TROVE is making
to the writing of local histories.

For those unfamiliar with his name you can find it set
in brass in the pavement of St George’s Terrace. He
was one of the distinguished Western Australians
honoured with a plaque during the 1979
sesquicentenary celebrations. He described himself as a
man of two worlds. Born a bush baby in the wilds of
the Prince Regent River, raised in the 40,000-year-old
traditions of his people he came late to the Presbyterian
Mission at Kunmunya where he learnt other skills and
acquired an excellent vocabulary enabling him to
become an effective community leader.
When his father died, Barunga was taken on as a
lugger lad by Willy Reid and his life moved into
another world. During World War II he served as a
navigator (guide) for the American Navy searching the
Kimberley coast for signs of Japanese incursions. After
the war he became the skipper of the Mission’s supply
lugger guiding it through rips, whirlpools and ten metre
tides on the dangerous sixteen-day journey to Derby.
When several of the Protestant Churches combined and
the government became reluctant to support the
isolated communities, the Worora, Ngarinyin and
Wunumbal combined and moved to a community they
called Mowanjum on the outskirts of Derby. Barunga’s
facility with English was particularly useful. He served
on the Aboriginal Lands Trust, Aboriginal Arts Board,
Arts’ Council of Western Australia, Board of the
Australian Institute for Aboriginal Studies, Aboriginal
Cultural Foundation and many others. He was awarded
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal for services to the
Kimberley community when he and his wife Pudja
were presented to the Queen aboard the royal yacht
Britannia in 1977.

A chapter is devoted to the infamous Sacred Nugget
(or Slug) hoax whose central character, Father Long,
was the biggest victim of all. He reported, apparently
honestly, what he had been told and in doing so
became the face of the scam. He was reviled when the
scam was revealed. The author thinks it likely that
some of the town’s businessmen were its instigators in
order to give the field a boost at the time a crucial
government inspection party was visiting to decide on
what extra services the town should be given. Father
Long took the names of those who had misled him to
his grave, which came soon enough as he died of
typhoid less than a year later.
The author argues that Kanowna’s continued mining
development in the early 20th century was prevented
not only by the field’s complex geological structures
which defeated the mining knowledge of the day but
also by very poor company and management practices
that destroyed what future there was. He quotes
Kanowna’s Mayor William Lowes in 1897 calling the
London management of 80% of the town’s mines
‘disgraceful’. Nevertheless, as the book indicates,
Kanowna was mostly an alluvial field, a workingman’s

His people are the custodian of a group of Wandjinas,
those most haunting of Aboriginal dreamtime figures,
and Pudja and Gordon Barunga are artists whose
artwork is included in the book which eventually saw
the light of day with the assistance of Albert’s
grandson Warren Barunga, now chairman of the
Dambinmangari Corporation. As Albert had wanted
the story of his people told as well as his own, the
second half of the book is by Hugh Edwards and fills
out the story of the Worora, including their final 1980
9
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diggings, without the riches which underlay the Golden
Mile.

to start a new life but, despite their high hopes, the
Macris continued to suffer from the poverty they hoped
to leave behind. Against great odds – including having
no capital to invest – the Macris took advantage of the
opportunity given to them by an astute bank manager
to develop crown land at Beaufort River. A vineyard
was planted and the property named ‘Vinup’ – the
name chosen to rhyme with nearby Kojonup.

We know Kanowna now as a ‘ghost’ town, all its
buildings long gone with only tourist markers and
rubble remaining. At its peak in 1898 it was a large,
bustling town, home to nearly 15,000 people, with
rapidly expanding urban amenities – shops, hotels, and
most trade and professional services. Four trains ran
daily to Kalgoorlie and everywhere building
construction was underway. Would the field rival and
even eclipse Kalgoorlie-Boulder? Many in Kanowna
hoped and thought so. But it was not to be. Kanowna’s
life was brief: established in 1894 and virtually gone
by the end of the First World War, the municipality
dissolved in 1917. This dynamic but transient existence
was common to many gold towns established amid
great hopes and dreams on the eastern goldfields in the
rushes of the 1890s-1900s.

The chapter titled ‘A Woman’s Worth’ explores the
role of Italian women within their families, their
courage, resilience and self-sacrifice allowing their
families to survive in harsh conditions. Lena offers this
succinct description of her mother’s generation: Good
women like Caterina, were the ‘glue’; that magic
ingredient needed to bind, support and sustain the
development of her family. The impact of male
dominance – including Lena’s own father – threads its
way throughout the book. However she softens its
impact by describing practices in other cultures that
also disadvantage women.

Author Robert Baugh’s grandfather Richard Baugh
was the town’s pharmacist and Robert’s father grew up
there. Grandfather Baugh wrote diaries enabling
Robert to bring his history of the town to life with his
grandfather’s words. Arriving in 1894 at the town’s
beginnings Richard tried his hand on and off at mining
and invested in a number of shows in the hope of a
lucky strike but he was fortunate to have his pharmacy
profession to sustain him and his family. His grandson
writes that he developed a strong sense of belonging to
the town and its community making him reluctant to
leave. He held on too long in the dying town and by
1912 was commuting daily to work in Kalgoorlie; in
1917 he bought a pharmacy there and finally moved
his family. Kanowna’s buildings were almost all sold
and moved either to other goldfields towns or to the
wheatbelt.

Growing food to feed a family was seen as the measure
of success in life for Italian men. Acknowledgement of
this is reflected in the title chosen for the book. The
chapter ‘Food the Peasant Way’ describes how the
Macri family wasted nothing of the food they grew or
the animals they kept – even pig fat was made into soap.
In the chapter ‘School Days’ Lena recounts the
difficulties the Macri children faced in fitting in. Their
father had allowed them to attend school only after
threat of imprisonment. An ongoing question at school
was ‘Were we Italian like our parents wanted us to be
or were we Australian like we wanted to be?’
The Macri children all grew up to success in their own
right with chapters in the last part of the book devoted
to the adult lives of Lena and her siblings, Tony, Joe,
Grace and Assunta. The family trees are listed in the
book’s last pages. There are many photographs
scattered throughout of the Macri family both in Sicily
and Australia.

The author and editor are to be congratulated on an
excellently produced book – with maps, sketches,
tables and photographs; endnotes, bibliography,
appendices and index.

To help understand some of the Italian terms a glossary
has been listed in the appendices. Also included is an
excellent name index that indicates the cross-cultural
journey of the Macri family. In a pocket inside the
back cover is a DVD entitled ‘La Caminata’ – or
‘Memorial Walk’ – that recreates Caterina Macri’s
walk to meet her husband and settle in Beaufort River
in 1953. The re-enactment took place in September
2015 and many of Vincenzo and Caterina’s
descendants celebrated the event.

Lena Elliott, Bread on the Table, Vivid Publishing,
Fremantle, Western Australia, 2016, 475 pp.
In Library.
Reviewer: Marlene Anderson
In recognition of Vincenzo
and Caterina Macri’s
momentous decision to
migrate to Western Australia
in the early 1950s, their
daughter Lena Elliott has
written a comprehensive
account of their migration
story. The book begins with
the historic events that caused
her parents to leave their
village of Delianuova in Sicily

This family history will appeal to anyone with an
interest in the stories of migration which have shaped
our State.
Come along to ‘Booked in for a Cuppa’ on Wednesday 14
June and hear author Lena Elliott speak about her book.
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Ronda Jamieson, Servants of the People, eBook,
Amazon Kindle Edition, EText Publishing,
Joondalup, 2016. $11.90.

Roger Underwood, W omen of the Forest: Voices of
Western Australian Women, York Gum Publishing,
2017. In Library.

Reviewer: Heather Campbell

Reviewer: Ian Abbott

In these days of self-service it is
easy to forget that shopkeepers,
particularly those in isolated
communities, literally did ‘serve
the people’. This book, made
possible by extensive family
archival records, traces the Daw
family’s business enterprises
over five generations in the
Esperance, Ravensthorpe and
Hopetoun districts. Family
activities focussed on the shop.
The Daw family took pride in
their wide range of stock, and the book reminds us of the
difficulties of maintaining that standard. Successive
governments found excuses not to extend railway lines,
while carriage by horse and cart on unmade roads often
led to damaged and lost items. Stock coming by sea
sometimes sailed on to Albany because it was too rough
to land – and some brought safely into harbour was
drenched by seawater in the process.

This book is a compilation of
stories by 35 women who were
active in the forests and
woodlands of Western Australia
as foresters, scientists, fire
lookouts, rangers, and gangmembers, worked in office roles
in the Forests Department and
its successors, or supporting
their husbands and children.
The stories span experiences
from the 1900s to the 2000s,
mostly the 1960s-1980s.
It is dispiriting to think that until recent times half of
the human population in WA was prevented from
reaching its full potential. Women were hampered by
various factors, including lack of professional job
opportunities outside of teaching and nursing, scarcity
of money and opportunities during the 1930s
depression, fathers opposed to their daughters seeking
educational and training opportunities in Perth, being
sent (not by choice) to business school despite
achieving success at high school, and being required to
resign their employment on marriage.

The book highlights the difficulties of a country
storekeeper in an era of financial uncertainty, through
two World Wars, the Depression and the Farmers’
Debts Adjustment Act. Credit was extended too
readily, greatly contributing to the financial difficulties
and stress the family suffered. In hard times they
became ‘universal providers of goods and finances’. It
was difficult seeking restitution from those who lived
alongside you in a relatively small, but often mobile,
mining and farming community – particularly from
those who were in difficulties or nearly destitute.

Several of these stories allude to the ways pioneering
young women had to present themselves in order to
gain acceptance from the all-male workforce, and how
young wives (often with children) living in remote
settlements coped when their husbands were absent
fighting fires.
Roger Underwood has contributed two articles: an
introduction that sets the scene and a tribute to the
‘office girl’. A foreword by RWAHS councillor Lenore
Layman provides a feminist context.

The Daws attempted to diversify into farming and
mining but these efforts met with mixed success.
Seemingly promising mining ventures frequently failed
to deliver, but the ‘lure of prosperity was just around
the corner’, encouraging further investment.

Throughout the book are reminders of how much the
world has changed. We are taken back to an era of
cottages lacking electric power, long-drop or pan
toilets detached from the dwelling, wood stoves,
colouring-in of fire (fuel age) maps, and
communication via a telephone line strung through the
forest, to the advent of the electric typewriter,
computer, and digital mapping.

This is also a family story about individuals and
personalities, and through their letters and diaries
enticing glimpses of individuals can be found: old
Francis, a man of courage and great integrity, and Edgar
whose ‘steadfastness in difficult times’ and ‘faith in the
district’ gave strength to others. Ethel, his wife, a
devoted Christian, dedicated to temperance, a strong and
complex personality, ‘was aggressively intolerant of evil
doers and yet she evinced a wealth of compassion for
them when they were stricken by ill health’.

‘History in the City’ program: Invitation

The family made an enormous difference to the towns,
indeed ‘without the combined efforts of family
members and the impact of their various ideas and
ventures ... it is likely that the town of Ravensthorpe
would not have continued to exist in the 1930s.’ For
generations the Daw family was a pillar of these
communities and 'old-time provenders to life'.

Email : admin@histwest.org.au Tel: 9386 3841
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Reviewer: Ian Berryman
This book is the product of
research done by Lorraine
Clark and Cherie Strickland on
the convict records of Western
Australia, and on the records
of Fremantle Prison. In the
nineteenth century, Western
Australia had two types of
convict, and a separate class of
records for each. The men who
had been found guilty of
crimes committed in Britain,
and who were transported to Western Australia
between 1850 and 1868, are known as Imperial
convicts. Residents of Western Australia who were
sentenced for crimes committed here can be called
local convicts. Some Imperial convicts are also
included in the records relating to local convicts
because they re-offended after the sentence imposed in
Britain had expired or after they had been granted a
Certificate of Freedom. Those who re-offended after
1888 were given a Fremantle Prison Number.
The records of Fremantle Prison contain photographs,
dating from the 1880s, of some of its inmates. Lorraine
and Cherie have searched the records, and found
photographs of 74 Imperial convicts. These
photographs are reproduced in their book, together
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with biographical details, and brief introductory notes
by Gerard Foley and Pamela Statham Drew. It is a
cliché that one picture can be worth a thousand words,
and these photographs convey an impression that can
never be gained from archival research. The men have
faces which reflect a hard life; some have broken noses
— probably as the result of brawls — and others have
scars on their faces and bodies. The prison records also
show that many had tattoos.
These 74 men represent less than one percent of the
9700 Imperial convicts, and may not be typical of all
convicts, since they comprised a subset who continued
to re-offend. In writing my review, I compiled some
statistics from the biographical details for the convicts.
The last conviction was recorded in 1919, fifty years
after the arrival of the last convict transport ship. By
modern standards, the men were short. Of the 65 whose
height was recorded, the shortest was a mere 4 feet 1½
inches (126 cm), two were 5 feet 1 inch, and the tallest
was only 5 feet 9 inches (175 cm). The remaining 61
were between 5 feet 2 inches and 5 feet 8 inches, with a
median height of 5 feet 5 inches (165 cm).
I suspect that none of these men shared in the wealth
that was created in the gold rushes which started in
1886. Most of them had no marketable skills — the
most common occupation is given as ‘labourer’ — and
most of them probably led aimless lives, with no
regular employment. Few, if any, would have had
family or relatives here, and they must have lived in
boarding houses, ending their days in institutions for
the poor.
If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by
email, please contact us (9386 3841 or
admin@histwest.org.au with your email address, and
save money and trees by receiving it online!

