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Closure of Stirling House: Christmas/New Year 2015-16
Closed on & from Wednesday 23 December
Open again on Monday 4 January

Christmas Eve in Perth 117 years ago
Western Mail, 30 December 1898
Compared with some of its predecessors, especially those of 1897 and 1896, Christmas in Perth in the year of grace
1898 seemed in some respects tame. Two or three years ago, not only were the ‘boom’ times still in full swing, but
everywhere indications of their presence were to be seen. In business, activities were displayed which were almost
feverish. The streets were full of people, and the peculiar form of life into which all institutions are galvanised by
‘booms’ everywhere made itself apparent …
Whether the day be bright or cloudy, whether the times
be feverishly prosperous or steadily progressive,
Christmas is still Christmas in Perth…
… palms and ti tree, white-flowered eucalyptus and
yellowed-blossomed Christmas tree have been pressed
into service…
One characteristic of the colony visible to Christmas Eve promenaders was the wildflower sellers. Nature in
summer time hereabouts develops a vulgar taste in colour, viewed from a purely human standpoint, for she adopts a
deep orange colour as her prevailing tint for the wildflowers with which she decks her breast. A cart, laden high
with a solid mass of flamboyant blossoms, was moved hither and thither in the streets as trade slackened at one
point or another…. The buyers of ‘Morrison’ and Christmas bush were many, so that the well-laden cart, before a
very late hour, was emptied, but for a few crushed sprigs of blossom that had detached themselves from their parent
nosegays. After midnight foolish youths breathing alcoholic fumes and wearing vacuous expressions of
countenance were to be met straggling along in pairs and companies with absurd bouquets stuck in their waistcoats
and half concealing their faces. They had helped to swell the leather pouch of the native flower seller.

A well-deserved Fellowship
At the Federation of Australian
Historical Societies’ 2015 Annual
General Meeting, Lennie McCall
was awarded a Fellowship for her
significant contribution to the
preservation of archival material in
Western Australia and to the
community history movement both
in this State and nationally.
Lennie has not only given long service to the
preservation and promotion of history and heritage in
Western Australia but she has done so with a
commitment and effectiveness that has been
outstanding. The Royal Western Australian Historical

Society has greatly improved its business operations
and its standing in the community under her leadership.
Her contribution to other organisations with similar
objectives has also been of a high standard, particularly
in her role as Director of the Battye Library and as one
of the RWAHS’s representatives on the Historical
Records Rescue Consortium. As well Lennie has made
an important contribution at the national level through
her nine years of service as one of the Western
Australian delegates to the FAHS, for five of which she
was Honorary Secretary.
Congratulations Lennie!

Reminder: Friday 11 December
RWAHS Christmas Party
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Planning for a new
home at 49 Broadway

Lennie McCall and I continue to work with committees
and members to advance the project. A grant
application has been made to Lotterywest for monetary
support but this is a lengthy process. In the meantime
we are researching, talking, meeting to find key donors
before launching the public campaign in November
next year.

For over 12 months Council’s Planning Committee has
been concentrating on the building of a new home for
the Society on our present site. It will also be a
Community History Centre. The three big questions are
– what do we want and need? how do we pay for it?
and how do we make the Society sustainable into the
future?

We will keep you informed as we take this journey to
raise $11 million. This is no small feat for our
volunteer organisation. Please contact me if you would
like to be involved and/ or informed in any way.

In September next year we will celebrate our 90th
anniversary. We are not a fly-by-night organisation and
must plan for the next 100 years. It is not by accident
that we own our present site, purchased and extended
in the 1960s/1970s. It must have seemed as if all the
space requirements for the future were then met, but
membership and the collection have grown and we
must house our collection in appropriate conditions,
provide workspaces for staff and volunteers, and find
new ways through exhibitions, lectures and
publications to promote the study and enjoyment of
WA history.

I look forward to seeing many of you at our Christmas
party generously hosted at the home of David and
Marie-Louise Wordsworth.
If you wish to support our initial fundraising, please
come along to the Valentine’s Day Dinner. (For details
see the flyer herewith).
Sally Anne Hasluck, President

Council News

The Planning Committee is advising the best way
forward. Chaney Architects have kindly created some
indicative drawings for us to use in the Fundraising
Brochure information. The Library and Museum have
listed the treasures in our collection and letters of
support have been received from key citizens.
Councillor Neil Foley has provided professional Local
Planning advice. Our member Wendy Ryan is
undertaking the task of Project Coordinator as we have
recently formed two subcommittees – Fundraising, and
Building and Finance. We have obtained pro bono
support from the not-for-profit group A ustralia’s
Bridge for an engineer to work with the architect and
LeadershipWA Skillsbank for a person to do a
Feasibility study for a three or five storey building. The
latter will require rezoning by the City of Nedlands.

At its meeting held on 12 November items of business
included the following where Council
welcomed new members – Emma Banks;
Chris Beckett; David Flanagan; Julian Jones;
Dominic Walsh;
• congratulated Lennie McCall on her award of a
Fellowship of the Federation of Australian
Historical Societies Inc;
• congratulated Glenda Bye and her team – Marie
Francoise Scott and Michelle Urban – on the
Bookshop’s attractive and lively presence;
• expressed concern at the current number of unpaid
memberships and takes this opportunity to appeal
for renewals;

Michael Croudace is helping us form an architect’s
brief for the new building, especially with respect to its
functioning and care for the collection. He will meet
with many volunteers over the next months. You may
also be involved in meetings with WA Museum’s Clare
-Frances Craig re storage of the collection and
Engineer David Sourbutts re the feasibility study. We
will engage the membership through special meetings.

• discussed sponsorship and planning for the
Society’s 2016 Exhibition;
• confirmed the holding on site of the annual
secondhand book sale on 2-3 April 2016;
• received a progress report from the President on
the Community History Centre planning;

Fundraising is neither easy nor popular. We thank Jo
Malone, Julian Burt, John Shepherd, Robert Nicholson
and Richard Offen for their expertise, time and
enthusiasm. Diana Macpherson is overseeing our first
fundraising event and 90th celebration to be held in
Tania and Peter Young’s Garden on Sunday 6th
November next year. Please put this event in your
diary.

• thanked Ally Drake Brockman for all her work in
making the Society’s recent tours great successes,
the most recent being a fascinating visit to
Ellenbrook to view Philippa O’Brien’s sculptures
and Dorothy Erickson’s jewellery and art
exhibition.
Lennie McCall
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History in the City
Dr Leigh Straw talked at our November meeting on
Drunks, Pests and Harlots: Criminal Women in Perth
and Fremantle, 1900 to 1939. She introduced us to many
women of that era who offended against good order in
the towns and asked how bad they actually were.
Drunkenness in public was a crime then and, even more
so, for women. Drunken men were viewed badly but
nothing was considered more degrading than a drunken
female in public. Police patrolled the streets in an effort
to regulate this deviant behaviour. Then there were the
women who tempted unwary males from the path of
sexual virtue, another crime against public order.
Between 1900 and 1939, two thirds of criminal cases
involving women were for public order offences.

room Scottish-baronial mansion was built in the 1870s
and the current owner, Christopher Morgan, a former
President of the Bathurst Historical Society, gave us a
pre-dinner tour of the house.
On Sunday, in conjunction with the local Historical
Society, an all-day coach tour took us to Hill End, a
well-preserved gold mining town set in an isolated
valley surrounded by mountains and gorges.
The AGM is a welcome opportunity for representatives
from states and territories to meet face to face. The
FAHS Council also meets three times during the year
through teleconferencing. Representing the interests of
1,000 historical societies, the FAHS communicates
with government at the national level about issues
affecting historical societies around Australia.

The History in the City programme for 2016 commences
on the first Wednesday in March 2016 – David Brown
will speak on The Perth Tramway, beginnings to 1914,
under the original Tramway Company.
Lorraine Tholet

Please see www.history.org.au for more information.
Nick Drew

Federation of Australian
Historical Societies

Affiliates News
Koorabup, the journal of the Denmark Historical
Society, tells us of a for gotten event in the State’s
history – WA’s referendum on prohibition in 1950 –
and features some of the campaign advertisements
appearing in the local newspaper, the Denmark Post.
‘Hot Work! ... and no hard-earned refresher!!
BEWARE OF PROHIBITION’, one warned. Denmark
voted 70%-30% against prohibition, in line with the
State as a whole.
The VOC Historical Society’s newsletter contains an
interesting account of Willem Blaeu’s pair of Globes –
Terrestrial and Celestial, ca 1645-48. They are judged
‘the apotheosis of the Golden Age of Dutch cartography’
and testify to the greatness of the Netherlands as a
trading and maritime nation in this period.
**********
Those of us who regularly utilise the online newspaper
search tool TROVE should thank the Friends of Battye
Library (FOBS) for successfully applying for gr ants
to secure the digitising of the World War I years of
eight more WA newspapers – Camp Chronicle, Labor
Vanguard, Sparks Fortnightly, The All British, Harvey
Chronicle, Collie Mail, Nor-west Echo and Eastern
Recorder. FOBS does very valuable work in support of
our premier WA history research library – the Battye.
Thank you FOBS.
**********
Congratulations to Don Garden, pr esident of the
Royal Historical Society of Victoria and the Federation
of Australian Historical Societies, who recently
received the History Teachers Association of Victoria’s
award for ‘Excellent and Sustained Contribution to
History Education and the History Teachers
Association of Victoria’. He has been active with the
Association for more than 40 years!
**********

The Annual General Meeting was held in Bathurst on 17
October with the Hon. Robert Nicholson, Dr Helen
Henderson (Hon. Sec.) and Nick Drew (Hon. Treas.)
attending as Royal WA Historical Society representatives.

Bob Nicholson, Pamela Statham Drew, Mr Morgan Senior, Lynn
Nicholson, Chris Morgan and Helen Henderson at Abercrombie House.

It was decided to hold the meeting in Bathurst this year
because it is exactly 200 years since Governor Lachlan
Macquarie proclaimed it Australia’s oldest inland
town. The Bathurst District Historical Society and the
Bathurst Regional Council jointly hosted the weekend
through the efforts of Professor Ian Jack of the Royal
Australian Historical Society, Sydney.
Many events were organised for us, starting with a
walking tour of the city. The Mayor and the Bathurst
District Historical Society then hosted a champagne
reception in the Historical Museum Building.
The AGM and Council meeting, chaired by President
Don Garden, were held in the Chifley Home and
Education Centre. During the lunch break we were given
a tour of the next-door home of Ben and Elizabeth
Chifley from 1914 to 1962. It is now a museum.
In the evening a candlelight dinner was held for
delegates and partners at Abercrombie House. This 403
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A tribute to Professor Bolton
from the Museum team

SAVE THE DATE
Start 2016 with some fun and organise your table for
our fundraising Quiz Night on Friday 26 February
2016. Please feel free to leave any lovely but unwanted
gifts for prizes at the Office.

In 2009 Professor Bolton presented the Society with
his Chancellor’s robe and mortar board which were
worn at graduation ceremonies when he was
Chancellor of Murdoch University from 2002 to 2006.
It was an honour to receive these robes.

GIANT SECONDHAND BOOKSALE 2016
TWO BIG DAYS – Saturday 2 April & Sunday 3 April

I searched to see if he had donated anything else to our
Museum and found three items donated in 2012.

The first is a small, well-used wooden rolling pin
which dates about 1850. He told us that it had first
belonged to Sarah Ann Tichbon who passed it to her
daughter Mary who married Richard Parker, and then
to her daughter Olive Parker who married Geoffrey
Bolton’s uncle, Frank Famsley. It was passed on to
Professor Bolton as an item of historical interest.

Happy Birthday, Win Cann!

The second item is a 78rpm vinyl
recording of King George V and
Queen Mary addressing the
children of the British Empire on
Empire Day, 24 May 1923. It
was recorded at Buckingham
Palace and manufactured by The
Gramophone Co. Ltd in Sydney.
The record was badly cracked but recently Richard
Rennie has been able to re-record it and put it on a CD,
so it now can be listened to once again.
The third item is a navy blue,
standardised suit worn by millions of
Chinese workers and peasants during
the Communist regime of Mao ZheDong from 1949 to 1976. It was
bought by Professor Bolton as a gift
for his wife from a Beijing
department store on a visit to China
in 1975. He told us that Mrs Bolton
wore the suit at social functions in
Perth in the late 1970s, including at
least one graduation ceremony at
Murdoch University, around 1976.

Win Cann celebrating her 90th birthday with family and
friends from the Society L to R Lennie McCall, Barbara
Cann, Win Cann, Lorraine Tholet, Judy Somes, Jill Simon.
Photo courtesy: Diana Quintero.

Happy Birthday, Val Krantz!

Three very different items but each with historical
significance – an everyday domestic item but one with
heritage significance because it has been passed down
through four generations of his family, an audio
recording from the 1930s which signals the strong
loyalty and ties between Britain and Australia at that
time, and a Chinese suit which perhaps can now be
interpreted as looking into the future as trade and
cultural relations grow between Australia and China.

On 26 October Val Hutch, Pat Thorn, Marsha Sullivan,
Lynn O’Hara and others celebrated Val Krantz's 80th
birthday at afternoon tea break.

Val Hutch, Convenor Museum
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History Out and About
Coach tour to Donnybrook and
Bridgetown, 10 - 12 October
Taking the South Western Highway at Bunbury we
drove past neat rows of fruit trees in blossom to
Donnybrook to meet John Thomson, our host for the
day. John pointed out landmarks built of Donnybrook
stone, such as All Saints Anglican Church and the
Soldiers Memorial Hall, and leaving town, the old jam
factory, the site of the former dehydration plant and
packing sheds, and the railway complex where a
museum is planned. We saw where convicts were
served porridge by Minna Mitchell, where Sir John
Winthrop Hackett pioneered cherry growing and, on
the Boyanup Road, the site of a former flax mill, one of
three in wartime Donnybrook.

St Thomas’ Church

John Thomson had set up a display of memorabilia on
his verandah with the help of his family. Although the
original house and stables have gone, several mellow
brick outbuildings remain. Beyond them, the fertile
flats of the Thomson Brook show why James Thomson
and his wife Emma (née Roe) took up this land in
1860.

Brookhampton Bellringers at Brookhampton Hall

A welcome morning tea and lunch was provided by the
Donnybrook Historical Society who had mounted a
display in conjunction with the Brookhampton
Progress Association, while the Brookhampton
Bellringers played tunes on 37 hand bells. The bells
came from the goldfields in the early 1900s and have
entertained the community ever since. Many of the
current bellringers are descendants of the original
players. Max Gibbons of the Progress Association said
that the original jarrah building, which doubled as a
school and a church, was constructed in 1899, after the
large leaseholdings were divided in the 1880s. In the
1920s the building underwent major extensions,
however with the advent of the motorcar, like many
outlying community halls, it fell into disrepair until it
was restored and upgraded about twenty years ago. The
flooring was replaced, but the coved jarrah ceiling is
original, as is the venerable oak tree gracing the
entrance.

Brookhampton outbuilding

On Sunday morning at the Bridgetown Historical
Society Museum in the old police quarters, the
Society’s president, Patricia Higgott, welcomed us and,
over morning tea, member Bert Reynolds reminisced
about growing up in Bridgetown. The day’s coach
guide was Jim Taylor, another Thomson descendant.
Heading east into the scenic Mattamattup Valley, Jim
explained that this land was initially planted to
orchards. When the advent of the European Common
Market, increasing water salinity and codling moth
caused Bridgetown’s orchard industry to collapse in
the 1980s, the trees were cleared and the land
subdivided. The loam soil has proved ideal for lifestyle
holdings, such as our first stop Sunnyhurst Winery. In
the fifteen years since Lorraine and Mark Staniford
bought this property, Mark has used the expertise he

A short drive away, on land donated by the Thomson
family, is the picturesque St Thomas’ Anglican
Church. Designed by Eustace Cohen and opened in
1909, the building now faces an uncertain future. Due
to low congregation numbers and rising security and
maintenance costs, the church was deconsecrated a few
weeks after our visit. At Brookhampton homestead,
5
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gained as a wine merchant to establish a vineyard and a
winery. The Stanifords’ wonderful garden around their
120-year-old stone house was open that weekend as a
prelude to the Festival of Country Gardens. It contains
mature cotton palms, a huge Moreton Bay fig, 700 rose
bushes and countless other flowering plants, laid out
with Lorraine’s artistic flair against a backdrop of
stunning valley views.

the Angelus on a bell that was given to them by an
Italian family who returned to Italy.

Moyola Manor
Next stop was Moyola Manor Guesthouse, where some on
the tour stayed. Granite-edged paths lead up a sloping block
through terraced gardens to the two-storey house. Built in
the 1930s for Gerald Randell, the designer of Bridgetown’s
first power station, the house is typical of the Arts and Crafts
period, a style that owners Tracie Rosenvald and Michael
Chesson have preserved. While some people explored the
garden to find the red-flowering horse chestnut, linden tree
and impressive vegetable plot, others who had packed for
cooler weather lingered over lunch on the shady side
verandah.

Sunnyhurst Winery

At neighbouring Kangaroo Valley, our affable driver
Harry Klap squeezed his coach between closely
planted golden robinia and flowering prunus to arrive
at Pam and Jim Taylor's heritage-listed Windy Hollow.
This jarrah weatherboard house was built by wellknown Bridgetown builder John Potts (Pop) Henderson
in 1918 as his own home. Jim bought the property in
1964. He and Pam have since extended the house,
salvaging fittings such as swing doors from the Bank
of NSW in Bridgetown and a cupola that now adorns
the tree house. Along with charming bedrooms in the
main house, the tree house has provided holiday
accommodation for the past 22 years. Before we left,
Pam demonstrated a custom in the valley by ringing

In town there was time to visit St Paul’s Anglican Church
and the gardens at Ford House before walking to Pip and
Bevan Mills’ Bridgetown Pottery Restaurant. After dinner,
Pip gave a lively talk about the building and its ghosts. The
oldest section was built in the 1870s for the Maslin family
and it has seen life as a maternity home, boarding house and
greengrocery shop. Later the building was extended and
operated as a pottery. It still houses a gallery and a café,
although this role is fast giving way to the owners’
deservedly burgeoning outside catering business.

Nelson Grange

On Monday, with Jim Taylor once more our guide, we
headed west on Brockman Highway, through Hester and
Wheatley country and down the poetically named
Mockerdillup Road to Nelson Grange. This property was
settled in the mid-1860s by pioneer fruit growers Catherine
(née Layman) and John Allnutt. Like many South West

Windy Hollow

6

History West, December 2015
settlers, John Allnutt started at Australind before moving
further afield: the Allnutts also owned Deepdene near
Augusta, where they marketed produce to M.C. Davies’
timber towns. Owner Mike Stewart, caretaker Peter Dunn
and Dusty, the kelpie, welcomed us. Mike described how
they relocated the slab and iron apple packing and grading
shed to a higher position in the grounds, and are converting
its second storey into a living space. We also met Mandy
and Dodwell (Doddy) Davies, who used to live at the
Grange. Doddy grew up there and recalled his mother
planting extensive rose gardens, which disappeared when
most of the farmland was sold to timber-growing
consortiums in the early 1970s and the house was
unoccupied. Mandy drew attention to the jarrah shearing
shed, now hidden by tall poplars. The long tradition of
planting exotic trees is manifest in the mature oaks, the lofty
deodar and Atlantic cedars, and the willows along the
streamline. With its trees, wisteria arbour, gazebos, lap pool
and manicured lawns, Nelson Grange was hard to leave.
But morning tea beckoned at our next destination, Melva
and Hugh Browne’s property Maranup Ford.

tea tree and other hardy shrubs, all in full flower, are set off
with gravel paths and terracing.

On behalf of tour members, thank you to all who
generously contributed their time and welcomed us to
their properties. A special thank you to Alison DrakeBrockman. This is the third such trip that Ally has
organised for the Society. Once again, she tapped into
her extensive family network and with her well-honed
organising skills gave us an informative and
thoroughly enjoyable outing.
Gillian Lilleyman

Introducing the Hartog Project: a 400th
anniversary commemoration, 1616-2016
We are approaching a major anniversary in Australian
history – the first known landfall of Europeans on the
west coast of the continent. While 400 years is not
much in the time scale of Aboriginal Australia, it is
highly significant in what was to shape the continent’s
future – the arrival of Europeans in the region.

In the shade of two tall eucalypts, Melva and Hugh and their
helpers had café-style tables beautifully laid with white
cloths and fine china for 39 guests who sat down to tea,
brewed coffee and scones in yet another lovely garden.
Maranup Ford is a crossing on the Blackwood River. Used
first by the Aboriginal people, the ford was then a stock
route between Bunbury and the Warren until the railway line
was built in the 1890s, when Hugh’s family took up the
land. Like many properties that have been passed down
several generations, the 1917-built house contains family
heirlooms, such as a banksia dining table, the planks of
which were said to have come from a local undertaker who,
having put them aside for his own coffin, fell on hard times
and was forced to sell.

Dirk Hartog’s visit: an event to remember
On 25 October 1616 Dirk Hartog in the Eendracht
sighted the coast near Shark Bay and landed on what
was subsequently named Dirk Hartog Island. A captain
in the newly formed Dutch East India Company,
incorporated in 1602 to trade with the East Indies (now
Indonesia), Hartog was following the Company’s
recently prescribed sea route to that rich and exotic
destination when he accidentally encountered the
Western Australian coast. To mark his fleeting visit he
left a pewter plate nailed to a post, the oldest surviving
relic of a European visit found in Australia.
Willem de Vlamingh
In 1697 another Dutch commander Willem de
Vlamingh visited the island, removing Hartog’s plate
and replacing it with one which recorded both Hartog’s
earlier visit and his own. Hartog’s plate was sent from
Batavia (Jakarta) to the Netherlands and was
eventually placed in the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam.
Vlamingh’s plate also ended up in Europe when in
1818 a French explorer, Louis de Freycinet, removed it
and returned with it to Paris where it was deposited in
1821 in the Institut de France. Subsequently mislaid,
Vlamingh’s plate was not relocated until the 1940s
despite searches instigated by WA officials beginning
in the 1890s.

Maranup

Our final property was Jeannie and Grey EgertonWarburton’s Kandalee. Although this land has been in their
family since the 1890s, the buildings and gardens are
relatively recent. The rammed earth and timber home and
the guesthouse, where we enjoyed a picnic lunch, are
separated by a grassed courtyard large enough to helicopter
in corporate guests. Both buildings offer views across long
rose beds and through mixed eucalypts to the Blackwood
River. On the slope above, banks of echium, New Zealand

A replica of the Hartog plate
In this way two important artefacts in Western
Australian history were lost to Australia. For the
Western Australian Historical Society (WAHS), this
was not good enough. Some action was called for. In
the 1930s the Society’s influential Memorials
Committee, chaired by Francis Bray with two
members, Paul Hasluck and Dr Cyril Bryan, placed
7
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numerous historical memorials in the landscape.
Dircksey Cowan, the Society’s Keeper of the Records,
proposed in 1937 that the Society obtain a replica of the
Hartog plate and place it on Dirk Hartog Island. The
Memorials Committee agreed and was fortunate to
obtain the help of the Netherlands Government
Archivist in Batavia, Dr F.R.J. Verhoeven. A replica
plate was cast in bronze, heavier and thicker than the
original for durability.
The Dutch Indies government presented the replica to
the WAHS through the WA government on 26 August
1938 and it can be seen today on display at Stirling
House. It is now a historic object in its own right while
the original Hartog plate remains in the collection of
the Rijksmuseum despite subsequent attempts to
repatriate it (the latest by the Court Government in
preparation for the State’s sesquicentenary in 1979).

A new book for 2016
The RWAHS is delighted to be continuing its longstanding connection with Hartog’s visit through its
success in obtaining a grant from the Embassy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in Canberra to publish a
small book about Hartog’s life and times, the
significant maritime voyages and discoveries of the
period, the world the Europeans encountered on the
other side of the globe from their own, and the
significance of these events.

The return of Vlamingh’s plate
There was delight when France returned Vlamingh’s
plate to Australia in 1947 although Western Australia
was unhappy to see it lodged in the National Library,
Canberra, despite appeals for its return to this State.

The Society is delighted to be working on this project
with Dr Phillip Playford, Professor Robert Cribb from
the Australian National University, Roelof Hol,
formerly of the Nationaal Archief of the Netherlands,
and Dutch researchers, Greetje Bouma and Cor Boer.
Dr Nonja Peters from Curtin University is lending her
expertise.

When the Musee de l’Homme repatriated the plate, it
listed a number of Aboriginal artefacts (almost all of
them Western Australian) that it desired to complete its
collection. Francis Bray, Commissioner of Native
Affairs (as well as chairman of the WAHS Memorials
Committee), and Dr Battye, general secretary of the
Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery, jointly
declined to supply any artefacts from the Museum
collection, Bray protesting that the plate ‘belongs to us’
but had not returned home.

Further reports on the Hartog project will follow in
2016.
References: RWAHS Memorials Committee Minute Book &
Hartog file. Also SROWA Cons 5761 Item 1949/352. Cons 5938
Item F770070.

Lenore Layman

More than two years were spent trying to collect
suitable objects for the Paris Museum from the
Kimberley and Northwest. In the end in mid-1949 the
WA Museum Curator did supply some early 20th
century items from the collection.

Mystery Photo
The Museum has this framed
photograph in its collection but
does not know who the subject is.
Do you?

Shortly after, the new Menzies government proposed to
supply WA with a replica of the Vlamingh plate. The
WA government requested reconsideration and the
return of the original. At the same time Paul Hasluck,
by then newly elected MHR for Curtin, privately
advised Premier McLarty to hold out while he lobbied
behind the scenes. In May 1950 Canberra conceded,
recognising WA’s ‘special claim’. Hasluck represented
the federal government in presenting the plate to WA
on Foundation Day 1950 and Dr Battye displayed the
acquisition with great pride. Today it is one of the
jewels in the collection of the Fremantle Maritime
Museum.

Please phone and ask for the
Museum, on 9386 3841, or email
museum@histwest.org.au

Thanks to these 20th century campaigners the Hartog
replica and the Vlamingh plate are on public display in
WA, making visible our early Dutch-Australian
connections.

Out and About: Dave Melvin, Marsha Sullivan and Kerry Eivers in
front of their exhibition at Government House Open Day, 18 October.
What an excellent contribution they make to the work of the Society.
Thank you from us all!
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Children’s books for Christmas
Discover a wonderful range of children’s books in the
Bookshop, making it a great place to select books for
all those eagerly awaited Christmas presents.

Crow Country by Kate Constable
is a story with a mystery, a time
warp and a murder. The writer
handles tough, real life subjects
with a sensitive pen. The result is
absorbing reading with food for
thought for teenagers.

Amongst our stock this year are some appealing
children’s books.
Hush Little Possum is a
delightfully written and
illustrated Australian version
of Hush little baby don’t you
cry by P. Crumble and Wendy
Binks. The book cover also
houses a bonus CD with Debra
Mailman performing the
singalong version. This is a perfect new-born baby
present which will be loved all the way to preschool.

Susan Clarke

Book Reviews
Bruce Devenish, Sir James Mitchell: Premier &
Governor of Western Australia, Carlisle:
Hesperian Press, 2014, xi, 216 pp.: illustrations,
map, portraits. SP $35 MP $33.
Reviewer: Steve Errington

The Cleo Stories are two
superbly crafted, warm and
irresistible stories for children
aged 3-6 years by Libby Gleeson
(winner of the Prime Minister’s
Literary Award for Children’s
Fiction 2013) and her illustrator,
Freya Blackwood. They have
created a mini masterpiece with
this little book and deservedly
won the Children’s Book Council
prize in the younger readers’ category. It is a joy to hold,
with its soft pages, to look at with its Milly Molly
Mandy maps and to read as Chloe learns to solve her
own problems in innovative ways.

In 1972 the RWAHS published
Yours is the Earth: the life and
times of Charles Mitchell. His
was a life worthy of review and
the book makes good reading,
but some thought that the author
had written about the wrong
Mitchell: elder brother James
had been both premier and
governor of Western Australia.
Sir James Mitchell was also
president of the (later Royal)
Western Australian Historical Society from the night of
its formation in September 1926 until his death in July
1951. We have constant reminders of him (for instance,
the Mitchell Freeway and Sir James Mitchell Park on
prime waterfront land facing the city), but a biography
was well overdue. Bruce Devenish, a longstanding
member of the Society, has now written a
comprehensive account.

Withering–by-Sea by J udith
Russell was reviewed by tenyear-old Amelia Huxtable: ‘I
enjoyed this fantasy adventure
book a lot. Stella Montgomery is
cared for by her three horrid
aunts in the Hotel Majestic. Her
life is horrible until a new
resident comes to stay with a
secret that will change her life. I
think it is a gripping story that
will leave you in awe’. The
Children’s Book Council named this book an Honour
Book in 2015.

Born in Dardanup, James Mitchell (1866-1951)
became a junior clerk in the Bunbury branch of the
Western Australian Bank, married a Bunbury girl and,
after several country transfers, settled down in 1890 as
bank manager, family man and farmer in Northam. In
the 1905 state election he retrieved the Northam seat
from Labor for the conservative interest. He would
hold the seat until 1933, the last fourteen years as
leader of the Nationalist Party.

A Waltz for Matilda by Jackie
French combines her wonderful
talent with a passion for history.
She weaves Australian history,
our best-known Australian song
and a girl’s journey towards
independence into a compelling
story. Our twelve-year-old
granddaughter said that it was the
best book she had ever read and
recommended it for young
teenagers.

The author skilfully steers the reader through the major
episodes of Mitchell’s long parliamentary career with
excellent chapters on group settlement, the depression
and the secession movement. Along the way, he does
not shy away from recording Mitchell’s old fashioned
attitudes which were probably common to men of his
time: he clearly had reservations about a woman (Edith
Cowan) appearing in an Australian Parliament for the
first time.
9
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In his first term as Premier (1919-24) Mitchell pushed
the idea for which he is best remembered: the Group
Settlement Scheme designed to populate the southwest
with dairy farmers. Of the 150 groups, 32 were centred
on Northcliffe, a new town created under the scheme. I
can’t resist any book that mentions my home town, and
I am delighted that the author describes (page 87) how
Sir James, as Premier, personally selected Lot 10 as the
site for the future town. Part of this lot was divided into
32 quarter-acre town lots, and on one of those a
tearooms was built that my parents bought in 1946.

t’othersider generation of the 1880s/1890s but rarely
set down in written form. Oral historians certainly need
a sharp ear for the cultural layers of meaning (some of
them mythic) embedded in any oral narrative. These
layers can make oral evidence particularly valuable,
although complex to unravel; but in this case analysis
is confounded by the intervention of a journalist in the
testimony, making it impossible for the historian to
know how much of the story is the storyteller’s and
how much the journalist’s.
Certainly the reader is captured by the ebb and flow of
prisoners through the Journal’s pages; for instance, the
passing mentions of the females – imprisoned for
prostitution or drunkenness – and of one Aboriginal
girl. As well, this reader identified with Drew’s disgust
at the operation of the law at this time and his
commitment to prison reform.

In the 1933 election in the midst of the depression
Mitchell not only lost government, he lost his Northam
seat, the only WA premier ever to suffer that fate. He
concluded his public life with three years as a popular
Governor (1948-51) though these were preceded – as a
cost-saving measure – by fifteen years as Lieutenant
Governor on half a Governor’s salary.

For Gill, however, Drew’s Jail Journal is not evidence
of the journalist/editor as radical, supporting the
victims of colonial injustice, but rather of Drew as
businessman and the Journal as a calculated
construction to extract financial benefit (as well as hero
status) from his fleeting experience of prison. Gill
challenges Drew’s portrayal as a radical by other
historians, notably Bev Smith whose powerful MA
thesis was part published in University Studies in
History (1961/62, 1963/64). Smith’s was a left
perspective on WA’s past, finding there a continuation
of the Bulletin traditions and support for Russel Ward’s
Australian Legend. Subsequent historians, Gill
intimates, have followed too unthinkingly in Smith’s
footsteps. Making Pain Pay is a provocative
intervention in WA history making, designed to disrupt
a comfortable consensus. I enjoyed its provocation.

The book is nicely produced, well indexed, thoroughly
referenced and is a credit to both Bruce Devenish and
Hesperian Press.

Andrew Gill (ed.), Making Pain Pay. The “Jail
Journal” of J.M. Drew, Hesperian Press,
Victoria Park, 2015, vii + 79pp, with
bibliography & index. In Library.
Reviewer: Lenore Layman
In 1895 in a series of newspaper
articles John Michael Drew, editor
of the Geraldton Express, published
his Jail Journal, written while
imprisoned in the Perth Waterside
Lockup for a fortnight for contempt
of court in commenting on a trial
(in which he was the respondent)
while it was in progress. Drew
recounts his experience of prison
life, particularly his conversations
with visitors and the stories told
him by fellow inmates and others.

Michael Ondaatje & Anthony Barker, A Little
America In Western Australia: The US Naval
Communication Station at North West Cape and
the Founding of Exmouth, UWAP, Nedlands,
2015. Paperback 392 pp. with maps,
photographs and index. SP $38 MP $36
Reviewer: Peter Ellery

Andrew Gill has reproduced and meticulously analysed
this Journal, which he rightly identifies as ‘barely
known’, in order to assess Drew’s reasons for writing it
and its reliability as historical evidence about mid-19th
century colonial society. His critical eye discredits the
accuracy of most of the stories Drew narrates – those
of ‘Jack Ketch’ (the colonial hangman), ‘Joe’, ‘Long
Mick’, the ‘old pensioner’, ‘Charlie’ and Tom Hughes,
‘bushranger’. Other stories prove to be tangled
composites of various crimes. None of these
revelations is to be believed as a reliable first-hand
account of past events.

In 1963 the United States Navy
began constructing a giant Very
Low Frequency (VLF) Naval
Communications Station on a
lonely sheep station at North
West Cape. It was to serve for
three decades as one of the most
important links in the US global
defence network during the Cold
War. The station’s primary
function was to maintain reliable
communications by underwater
transmission to the US fleet, especially nuclear missile
submarines in the Indian Ocean and western Pacific.

What value then is the Journal for historians? Gill
usefully suggests it contains ‘the tip of an oral
tradition’ about WA’s convict period passed on to the
10
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Its success depended on careful management of the
complex interplay of powers and interests between the
three governments which brought it into being. They
were the US government and its formidable defence
bureaucracy, the Australian federal government,
committed and keen to foster the Australian-American
alliance, and the Western Australian state government,
at the time focussing much more on development of
the Pilbara iron ore industry with more apparent
economic and social benefits than an American
defence base.

or via the museum website at:
http://www.freshwaterbaymuseum.com.au/
exhibition/western-suburbs-at-war/
Reviewer: Heather Campbell
‘Old Bill’s Thousand’
were said to be the best
disciplined battalion
that ever left the State.
Led by William
Mansbridge (‘Old
Bill’), the 44th
Battalion was raised in
Claremont in early 1916. A truly western suburbs
group, they were supported by the local community
and trained around Claremont presenting ‘an inspiring
sight of khaki’.

Although established as a defence facility, the
communications station became a social experiment.
Colonel Ken Murdoch, a West Australian ex-soldier,
was appointed by the Commonwealth and West
Australian governments as Civil Commissioner tasked
with shaping the new town of Exmouth as an
integrated community for the American and Australian
population.

They received further training on Salisbury Plain and
then in France took over front-line trenches, suffering
‘rats in plague proportions ... Lice, dirt and pungent
body odour…’

The authors tell the story of this important phase of the
enduring alliance between Australia and the United
States and of the mixed success in the mingling of
Australian and American cultural mores at the new
town of Exmouth.

Major battles followed, including Ypres in October
1917, and then on to Belgium and the Battle of Hamel
where ‘they had to shout to make themselves heard ...
[with the] rat-tat-tat of the machine guns and ... the
screaming and bursting of shells’. Finally they assisted
in the breach of the Hindenburg line and the final
defeat of Germany.

They examine the politics – global, national, state and
local – which shaped the conception, birth and
functioning of the station, looking into the changing
attitudes of Australian governments and people
towards the remote facility. And they lay bare the
dramas of the construction period as inexperienced
contractors clashed with unions and workers, and
engaged in bitter legal actions with the client US Navy.

You travel with the men from the time the battalion
was formed to their discharge and beyond. Photos are
of excellent quality, peeling back layers of history –
soldiers at the showgrounds, by the beachfront at
Cottesloe, sitting on stones around Stonehenge –
clearly showing faces that could have belonged in your
family or mine. This sense of familiarity is reinforced
by contemporary newspaper clippings, personal and
official letters, and a timeline giving perspective.

If there is a hero in this history it is Civil
Commissioner Ken Murdoch, playing a role
somewhere between Robin Hood and the Sheriff of
Nottingham who, in twelve years of battling higher
authority from every side, shaped Exmouth into the
liveable place it eventually became.

Individuals are highlighted, including ‘Old Bill’ who
was awarded the DSO in a distinguished career. As
Resident Magistrate in Broome in postwar years, he
maintained high standards of spit and polish by having
‘17 pairs of white shoes so that his footwear was
always clean’. Harold Walker was less fortunate.
Despite being wounded at Gallipoli, he forfeited pay
and his AIF career for erasing an entry in his military
paybook. William Bawden won the French Croix de
Guerre for bravery, rescuing wounded workers from a
French factory under shellfire. He paid a high price,
losing his right eye, having impaired sight in the left
and dying prematurely.

The authors have told this story well. The great
communications station closed down with the end of
the Cold War but Exmouth, once a Little America in
Australia, is a thriving tourist centre and resort town.
Exmouth and the still enduring American-Australian
alliance are the legacies to Australia from this
fascinating chapter in our history.

Town of Claremont's Freshwater Bay Museum,
The Western Suburbs at War, Freshwater Bay
Museum, Perth, 2015.
Online at:
http://www.freshwaterbaymuseum.com.au/wpcontent/uploads/2015/03/War-in-the-WesternSuburbs-Freshwater-bay-Museum44thy.pdf

It is hard not to be moved by this engaging and
professional publication.
The Library holds a donated copy of the booklet while
it is also available from the Freshwater Bay Museum
by donation (suggested amount $10).
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Fast Forward: New angles on Oral
History
The Oral History Australia National Conference in
Perth in September was an occasion to remember. Its
stimulating theme was the impact of rapidly changing
technology.
Keynote speaker, genial Doug Boyd, from the
University of Kentucky, tackled the subject head-on in
his address ‘Play, Record, Pause: how technology is
changing practice and purpose in oral history’. Dr Boyd
is famous for developing the OHMS system (Oral
History Metadata Synchroniser) which ‘takes you to the
moment’, linking the user in a single action (e.g. a
word) to a particular point in archival recordings of
audio, video interviews and text. A free digital tool, it
enhances access to oral history, providing an experience
that challenges the centrality of the transcription in
making oral history accessible.
As well as a stellar cast of interstate presenters
discussing diverse projects and approaches, such as
creating as a website portal and making an aural history
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e-book, of particular interest was the opportunity for
WA oral historians to present their research. Local
history librarians were well represented too,
demonstrating ingenious uses of oral history and
technology in displays, research and accessibility.
For more information, see: http://www.ohaawa.com.au/conference/
Hilaire Natt

Many thanks from the editor
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this
year’s eleven issues of History W est. We couldn’t produce a monthly newsletter without the involvement of
you all – authors and book reviewers, photographers,
Library, Museum, Bookshop and Tours and Events volunteers, the distribution team and (last but not least)
formatters & designers, Lesley and Barry. History W est
could not exist without you all. My grateful thanks!
Lenore Layman

If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in hard
copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by email,
please contact us (9386 3841 or admin@histwest.org.au
with your email address, and save money and trees by
receiving it online!

