August 2020
GENERAL MEETING
The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 19 August at 6pm when
Dr Christopher Berry will present a paper on ‘The Jandakot Roads Board (1891-1923):
The lost history of a defunct local government’.
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm.
In the Western Australian context, the Jandakot Roads
Board (1891-1923) was a short-lived local government.
Others had a shorter life but, unlike others, the Jandakot
Roads Board was subject to a Royal Commission, leading
one newspaper of the day to describe it as ‘a remarkable
roads board’. Most local governments have
commissioned local histories that chart the social,
economic and civic development of their locality. This
does not generally happen for those that fall along the
way. When the Jandakot Roads Board was disbanded, the
territory was appended to adjoining districts, including
Canning, Fremantle (now Cockburn), Gosnells, and
Melville. The histories of those districts reference the
territory gained from Jandakot, but none references the
Royal Commission and the context of its establishment. This paper goes some way to address this gap. The records
of the Jandakot Roads Board were destroyed in 1925, so this paper largely draws upon contemporary newspaper
accounts to tell its story.
Dr Chris Berry, born and educated in Perth, completed his doctorate in Geography at UWA in the
1980s, and since then has worked in the local government sector, in a variety of roles including
policy, regional development, funding and reform. He has written a book which will be published
to mark the 150th anniversary of local government’s establishment in WA in January 2021. A
series of profiles on historical local government personalities is being featured in WALGA’s
Western Councillor magazine.

Mystery Photos
The two unidentified portraits, taken by Greenham & Evans/
Lafayette Studios, Perth, c1900, have been donated by
Jeffrey Walker with the accompanying note: ‘Studio
Greenham & Evans – first mentioned 1894, in 1912 became
Lafayette Studios – so portraits taken between 1894 and
1912. In pencil on the back – Dr Teeger or Fe... Not Dr John
Ferguson who died in 1883.’
If you have any information relating to these photographs,
please contact the Society at library@histwest.org.au or
phone 9386 3841. Many thanks in anticipation.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Burekup/Ferguson Valley/
Wellington Dam/Collie Tour
Saturday 24 & Sunday 25 October
Small group tour — 20-30 people only
All inclusive coach + self drive weekend away
Final booking confirmation will be on
a first come fully paid basis
Booking Form/Flyer will be sent to all those who
express interest once itinerary is finalised.

Register your EOI with
allydb@bigpond.com — NOW
Membership Subscriptions
have all been sent out.
Your continued support is much appreciated.
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The A E Williams / Lee Steere prize entries
This year the prize has attracted thirteen entries. One is an ebook – Michael Metcalf’s intriguingly titled On
Customs and Coffins. There are two beautifully illustrated books, Graeme Cocks’s Claude Deane: Motor Dealer
Extraordinaire and John Terrell’s Zimpel, the extraordinary journey of a migrant family.
Family histories are well to the fore represented by Tresner Shorter’s biography 100 years in the lives of R and F Hitch
1852-1952 which she has presented with a matching timeline. Sue Clarke has added another to her growing list of
family biographies in her smart volume titled The Argyle, Buscombe & Eyres Heritage in WA. Georgina J Fraser has
offered not strictly a family history but a biography, titled Hetty Finley: An exceptional woman. Hetty Finley was an
accomplished sculptor and modelled Tommy Windich and Tommy Pierre, the two Aboriginal men who accompanied
the Forrest brothers on their 1874 exploration trip, presenting the resulting plaques to the RWAHS in 1966. Another
extended family history is Peter Birch’s interesting story of his Australian/American great grandfather, William
Lawrence, titled Poverty, Boats and Gold. Elaine Forrestal submitted Goldfields Girl, which weaves an interesting tale
of one of her relatives, a story that employs imagination in a novel form that many of our members will enjoy.
A quite beautiful book submitted by last year’s prize winner Howard Gray, titled Spice at Any Price, is a tale of the
battle for spices over the centuries when they were more valuable than gold for preserving food. Ships of their way
to and from the Spice Islands bumped into WA. Roger Underwood, who has also won our A E Williams/Lee Steere
prize previously, has submitted a short book titled The Forgotten Conservationist – the life of forester George
Brockway. Louise Higham looked at many lives as she traced all those from the Shire of West Arthur who served
in overseas wars – her book called On Active Service II. Dylan Hyde’s Art was their Weapon, is an account of the
Workers’ Art Guild which challenged Perth with radical drama and other art forms in the late 1930s. Alexandra
Ludewig’s War time on Wadjemup, a social history of the Rottnest Island Internment Camp is an exploration of the
experience of the men interned.
Clearly the judges have a difficult job ahead.
Pamela Statham Drew, R&P convenor

News from Stirling House

Tuesday Treasures
resumes with Timber Tales
on Tuesday 4 August, 10.30am start

Special thanks to Treasurer Lorraine Clarke for her work
to achieve a wonderful grant of $32,573 from Lotterywest
under its Covid-19 ‘cancelled events’ program.
Booklovers take note of Saturday 7 November when a sale
will be held to clear the backlog of donated fiction, crime
fiction, Australian fiction, children’s and large books.
Council has voted to continue ‘social distancing’ by
limiting attendance at scheduled research and community
talks to 50, including presenters and helpers.
The State History Conference has been confirmed for
Denmark on 16-18 October, subject to no further
Covid-19 outbreak.
Nominations for 2020/21 Council positions close on
Thursday 13 August. Daniel Ranshaw has advised that
family commitments oblige him to step down from the
key position of Secretary. Council would be delighted to
hear from any member of at least one year’s standing with
time and administrative experience to assist in the smooth
running of the Society.

Many thanks to Adrian Phelps, member and DPP
Committee volunteer, who installed the new
defibrillator in the front doorway of Stirling House.
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Affiliates & other news

would need to
connect to
individual
properties, with
survey
information
transposed on
to the plans. As
engineers
needed to know
specific
information for
connecting
lines, the plans
show a lot of
information for
the footprint of
properties as well what was in people’s yards (possibly
in case these were obstacles to navigate through). So,
you may find your backyard had a windmill, or wells,
or poultry enclosures.
The plans are useful in their own right, but also when
looked at as a whole through the RetroMaps site. They
provide a unique insight into
the most urbanised areas
of Perth up to the mid-20th century. The most striking
feature when compared to Perth today is the city’s
development east–west along the Swan River (and the
Fremantle–Midland railway line). This would have
been for the practical purposes of transport and access
to services (including, prior to the sewerage scheme, the
transportation of ‘nightsoil’ in barges along the river to
sanitation depots). While people still lived in outer
metropolitan areas, these were less urbanised locations
and not the priority for the Water Works Board.
Compare that historical urbanisation to today’s Perth,
which — following Freeway construction and the 1970
Corridor Plan — developed in a much more northsouth trajectory.
What are some of the ways RetroMaps can be used
to support historic research?

Koorabup reports that enterprising members of the
Denmark Historical Society have collected discarded
sheoak shingles from the old Albany Hospital for use
in repair and preservation of Denmark photographer
Bert Saw’s shingle hut at the Bow, showing that
historical society members need to cope with many
diverse challenges!
During the shutdown Fremantle History Society has
provided its members with a series of interesting
research articles about aspects of Fremantle’s history.
Fourth and latest in the series is Heather Campbell’s
‘North Fremantle Railway Bridge Collapse 1926: An
accident waiting to happen?’ Earlier articles explore
the history of Hillcrest, Fremantle’s bubonic plague
outbreaks and a redress for a colonial-era statue on
Fremantle’s Esplanade.
Irwin Districts Historical Society’s Sea Lion contains
a number of interesting articles. Don Barrett’s
recollections of his father Cliff Barrett’s fishing
activities in the early years of Denison’s crayfishing
industry, as recorded by Judy Nunn, are fascinating.
Cliff was the holder of LFB D1 at Port Denison after a
farming life at Arrino and Three Springs. Irwin
Districts HS’s online newsletter The Sea Lion is a
model of information and presentation for us all!
Midland and Districts Historical Society has begun an
oral history project to record the history and experiences
of people employed in Midland’s main industries.
Mundaring & Hills Historical Society reports an
increase in interesting donations to the collection after
the Covid-19 lockdown period because people
confined to home had the time to sort through stored
possessions and decide which would be better
preserved by their local historical society. Like all of
us, Mundaring & Hills program has had to be revised
but it is a happy thought as we move into the cold
depths of winter that in September there will be a
guided walk around the Hovea Sustenance Camp in
Parkerville. Let’s hope by then that spring is upon us!
South Perth Historical Society reports that member
Annelle Perotti has published a ‘larger than life’ book
on Art Deco buildings in and around Perth. It has 28
pages filled with photographs of the best and most
famous icons of Perth’s art deco era and features private
homes, commercial buildings, unit blocks, cinemas, war
memorials, advertising signs, gardens and even a clock
tower. Only a handful of books have been produced, so
this might not be an easy publication to acquire.
Peelers Gazette, from the WA Police Museum &
Historical Society, reports that they have used the
shutdown period to renew their kitchen. This may seem
a trivial matter but all those who volunteer know that a
clean, functional kitchen is essential to the ongoing life
of any organisation! As well, a large number of Water
Police photographs have been catalogued.
****************

One of the SRO’s main objectives for the project is
to allow new audiences to use and engage with
archival resources, in a manner that is (hopefully)
easy to do. The SRO estimates there are about
100,000 people who live within the ‘catchment area’
of the RetroMaps site, so that could be many new
people accessing government archives, even if it is
just to see what used to be in their backyard 50-100
years ago. In the first weekend the site was released
16,000 people used the site, including many younger
users – judging from feedback received;
The plans on the site are invaluable for heritage
consultants and researchers, who have provided
strong support for the site and who like the fact the
historical imagery can be faded in and out to get a
‘now and then’ view into what has changed;
The site can even be used to support family history
research. The SRO has had one public client using
the site to identify where her grandmother was born
(she had the original address, but not what the
property was as this city area has been completed
rebuilt). Using the historic plans, the original
building was located showing the name of the
building, which opened the key to other sets of
records (and possibly unravelled a few mysteries in
the family history).
If you haven’t seen the RetroMaps site yet, have a look
and please provide any comments or feedback to
sro@sro.wa.gov.au. Any plan on the site can be freely
downloaded in high resolution.
Damien Hassan, Senior Archivist SROWA

RetroMaps — New research tool from
State Records Office of WA

RetroMaps is available from the main SRO website
and at: https://mapping.sro.wa.gov.au
It incorporates over 2,000 historical survey plans into a
modern mapping platform. You may have used these
plans on microfiche at the SRO in the past – they are
commonly known as ‘Sewerage Plans’. The
Metropolitan Water Works Board (and successor
agencies) drew them up from the early 1900s in
preparing a sewerage scheme throughout the Perth
metropolitan area. Detailed ground surveys were
conducted at that time to work out where sewer lines
3
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Museum News

Stories from the Storerooms: Cricket anyone? Henry Passmore’s embroideries
This embroidery shows the
scene reputedly from the deck
of the Black Swan dredge on
Perth Water, embroidered by
Henry Passmore. Beyond the
Esplanade and the cricket
match the cathedral and
commissariat are clearly
identifiable. A descendant May
Haynes donated the interesting
item to the Society.
Henry Passmore was born at
Raleigh, Barnstaple in England
in 1840. Son of a lacemaker he
became a midshipman in the
Royal Navy, serving on HMS
Caesar in the Baltic and
Crimea from 1854 to 1862. He
then saw Imperial Service at
Dartmoor Prison, arriving in
Western Australia on the
Racehorse in 1865 as warder
Cricket Match on the Esplanade, 1870s, wool and cotton on canvas, 25.4 x 39.6cm
in
charge of convicts.
by Henry Passmore. MA1983.72.
Passmore joined the Public
Works Department and was put in charge of convict public works, roads, bridges, river-dredging among other
duties. He also took up land on the Upper Swan, working it while supervising the building of roads in the district.
In the 1870s he lived in Perth where the Supreme Court Gardens are now and by 1872 he was in charge of the
dredging of the Swan River.
In 1881 he won a First Order of Merit for ‘woolwork’ at Joubert and Twopeny’s International Exhibition held on the
Perth Esplanade. Embroidery, like painting, was a pastime that naval officers used to fill relaxation time on their long
voyages and it is probable that he took it up when at sea. Not everyone approved. One critic considered that what he
exhibited was an example of misapplied industry. There is a certain naiveté in the use of the high perspective when he
embroidered the representation of a cricket match on the Esplanade using stranded wools in a coarse satin stitch, with
some trees in fly stitch and parts in single strands of silk.
Passmore was also an accomplished amateur furniture-maker and woodcarver who exhibited his intricately carved
objects in at international exhibitions, such as the Colonial and Indian Exhibition of 1886 in London. His furniture
was on show in Sandover's shop window in Perth once a year, displayed with the sign 'Henry Passmore's Suite'.
Even the Governor came to inspect it.
In 1891 Henry Passmore bought land in North Fremantle between Harvest Road and
John Street. Here he developed a small village with a home for each of his children.
The seven houses fronted Raleigh Avenue, his private street, and at the rear of the
blocks were stables, orchards, windmill, vines, and fowl-yards. A description in 1900
tells us that
... the approach is up an avenue from John Street under a succession of creepercovered arches. Pink and white idollyuchus have been trained over these arches, and
when in full bloom a delightful picture is presented. He loves gardening as well as
wood-carving, and his knowledge of botany and plant-life generally is very extensive.
Passmore retired in 1899. A newspaper tribute to him written at this time celebrated his
home and his skills.
In his comfortable residence at Raleigh Avenue is to be found a perfect museum of
highly artistic carvings and other articles for beautifying the home all showing
Henry Passmore. P1999.1402
wonderful skill and possession of extraordinary patience. Bookcases, sideboards,
chairs and occasional tables have all been made during spare hours and then
decorated with carvings executed in a style worthy of any art school. Mr Passmore is
entirely self taught, but some of his carvings in high relief, as well as others on the
flat, are really works of art and clearly show that if he had devoted the whole of his
time to this particular branch of industry he would have had a distinguished career.
(The Umpire)
He died at eighty years of age in 1920 at his residence in Raleigh Avenue (now
Passmore Avenue), and was buried with full military honours. Each of his children
received a piece of the intricately carved furniture and a chair has also been donated to
the Society’s collection.
Dr Dorothy Erickson Passmore chair. MA1981.151
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had established a farm at Merredin and had regular
horse sales. He also owned racehorses, one of which, a
stallion, was named ‘Barbarossa’. This horse seemed to
be quite well known, winning second prize in the open
stallion any age competition at the Royal Show in 1907
and in 1909, and was noted in horse circles as a notable
sire. During this time Robert still dabbled a little in
architecture, and between 1905 and 1906 he designed
the Central Arcade (now demolished).

Robert Thomas McMaster (1865-1915) –
Victoria Park identity
History West welcomes this article from Rosemary
Ritorto, Local History Officer at the Town of Victoria
Park, concerning an influential early 20th century
public figure — Robert Thompson McMaster —
architect, pastoralist, war hero, local councillor and
first mayor of the Victoria Park municipality. He had a
busy public career which Rosemary has researched
and published in the Victoria Park Dictionary of
Biography (Town of Victoria Park Library, April
2020). We are delighted to publish an edited account of
this interesting man.

Service in World War I

Although placed on the retired list from the military,
Robert applied in November 1914 for a commission in
the Australian Imperial Forces.
He was accepted first
as a Lieutenant in the 10th Light Horse, then later
awarded the rank of Hon. Captain.
Robert was so keen to be accepted in the AIF that he
changed his date of birth by five years so as to be under
the age limit for joining. He embarked for the front
from Fremantle on the 19 April 1915. Robert wasn’t
long on the shores of Gallipoli when he was killed in
action at Walkers Ridge on 7 August 1915. His body
was never found. His name however is listed on the
Lone Pine Memorial at Gallipoli.
What memorial plaques don’t say, as Dr Peter Gifford
pointed out in a 2014 letter to the editor of the
Southern Gazette, is that the battle in which Robert
took part and was killed was the famous Battle of the
Nek. In this battle Robert
was amongst 7 officers and
73 men from the 10th Light Horse to be killed in
circumstances that are vividly portrayed in Peter
Weir’s 1981 film, ‘Gallipoli’. Official war historian
Charles Bean wrote of the manner in which the men at
the Battle of the Nek died.
The 10th went forward to meet death instantly,
as the 8th had done, the men running as swiftly
and as straight as they could at the Turkish rifles.
With that regiment went the flower of the youth
of Western Australia, sons of the old pioneering
families, youngsters – in some cases two and
three from the same home – who had flocked
into Perth at the outbreak of war with their own
horses and saddles in order to secure enlistment
in a mounted regiment of the A.I.F. Men known
and popular, the best loved leaders in sport and
work in the West, then rushed straight to their
death. [Bean Vol II The Story of Anzac, 1938.]
Left a widow with five children, Emily had yet to face
more tragedy, asththeir son Alwyn Robert, who also
served in the 10 Light Horse, returned from the war in
1919, only to die in an accident in 1922 at the age of
23. Emily also lost her last remaining son Eric Frank in
1926, aged 21. Fortunately she had the company of her
two living daughters until they each married. Emily was
a talented musician and was the music teacher at Scotch
College, Swanbourne, for 22 years and church organist
at her local church in Mt Lawley. She died in 1941 aged
76 years, having been widowed for 26 years.
Robert Thompson McMaster was honoured in 1918 by
the renaming of Hereford Street. McMaster Street,
Victoria Park as it is now known, intersects with
Albany Highway across from the Town’s Memorial
Gardens which honours all local war heroes. A few
short metres away from the gardens stands the stately
visage of the Broken Hill Hotel, a testament to a
bygone era, and a beloved local landmark, a visual
reminder of the creative talent of the architect.
Rosemary Ritorto

Architect
Robert Thomas
McMaster was born in
Melbourne on 29
December 1865 and
attended Scotch
College until the age
of 16 when he was
articled to well-known
architect Michael
Egan. He was
indentured for eight
years learning the
trade. Because of the
crippling economic
depression in
Melbourne in the early
1890s, Robert was one
of a number of young
architects to move to Western Australia, knowing there
would be work because of the gold rushes. He joined
the Public Works Department for a short while before
opening his own architectural firm in mid-1892. He
designed many residential and commercial properties in
and around Perth, his most notable works being Central
Arcade – from Murray Street to Wellington Street,
c1904 (demolished in the 1920s with the creation of
Forrest Place); United Services Hotel – 43 St George’s
Terrace (demolished); Ozone Hotel – 1 Adelaide
Terrace, 1898 (demolished); Smith’s Chambers – 115117 Barrack Street, and Broken Hill Hotel – 314
Albany Highway, Victoria Park, built 1897-1898. He
also designed ‘Tukurua’ – built in 1896 as the home of
the Burt family at 7 Rosendo Street, Cottesloe.

Public Service

Robert married Emily Frances Helmsley Holman in
1894 and together they had five surviving children. He
became active in local government in Victoria Park
where the family lived, and was the town’s first mayor
in 1897. Robert had a strong interest in colonial
defence and served in both the Victoria Artillery and
the WA Infantry. Not being a feather-bed soldier, he
thought it his duty to volunteer for Boer War service
and was one of the commissioned officers in charge of
the second Boer War contingent. At a spirited send-off
by the residents and Mayor of Victoria Park in January
1900 Lieutenant McMaster was gifted a pair of fieldglasses and a spirit flask, both suitably inscribed.
During that war Robert took part in the engagements at
Diamond Hill and Sand River.

Pastoralist and horse breeder

On his return from war, and perhaps before, Robert
engaged in pastoral activities across the eastern
districts and was a breeder of horses of some note. He
5
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Education Portal on RWAHS website

mainly, though occasionally silk. They
take the form of postcards, letters,
invitations, dance cards and programs
for events and exhibitions. Each one
stands alone to tell its own story. The
story may hold a vital clue to days
gone by or be just a tiny piece of the
jigsaw puzzle of the past.
For example, in the ball invitations in
Kalgoorlie during the gold rushes,
there are several described as
‘Cinderellas’. On investigation we found that in
response to bad behavior among young men in the last
hours of balls and socials, a new type of event called a
Cinderella was introduced. It finished at midnight. The
idea was English in origin, originating in 1888 with the
then Princess of Wales who aimed to shorten the hours
of dancing and drinking to avoid late-night problems.
The magical midnight ending worked well in
Kalgoorlie where there was an oversupply of single
young men. Cinderellas began at 8pm and finished
with a grand waltz, ‘the dance that makes you feel you
are dancing on a cloud’. On the stroke of midnight one
of the single girls was declared the ‘Cinderella’ and
was whisked off by a ‘handsome prince’ for a drive
around the block in a horse and buggy, signaling the
end of the evening. As time went on the idea was
adapted to suit other situations and there were
children’s Cinderellas that finished at 9pm. As well
these balls were a popular means of money-raising for
charitable causes and continued in popularity well into
the second half of the twentieth century.
Sue Clarke, museum volunteer

Many thanks to museum volunteer Tony Bagshaw who
is responsible for this excellent initiative to reach out to
primary schools and encourage activities focussing on
WA’s past. The Society relies on such important
voluntary efforts to fulfil our objectives.
The RWAHS now has a dedicated education focus
added to its website. To visit, go to — https://
www.histwest.org.au/education
Initial focus is on the History in a Suitcase Program
which brings parts of WA’s history into the primary
school classroom and fits within the syllabus for these
Years. Students gain a hands-on experience of objects
that early colonists used in their everyday lives. And
teachers are provided with notes to ensure the
immersive activities work well and students benefit
from the learning.
A Suitcase has been developed for students in Years 1
to 3 and contains 10 items which were in everyday use,
together with picture cards with teacher notes and
several A3 photographs of life in 19th century WA. A
similar Suitcase with 9 items has been developed for
students in Years 4 to 6

Years 1-3 Items

Virtual exhibitions for you to visit online
The Heart of Perth – Kuraree

Years 4-6 items

Suitcases are available for loan for a period of two
weeks. Due to Covid-19 restrictions there has been
limited demand for the Suitcases during the first half of
this year. So an alternative approach has been
developed, making the Suitcase contents and notes
available as PowerPoint presentations that can be
downloaded from the Education Portal.
As restrictions ease a marketing campaign has been
launched to make teachers more aware of these history
resources and an article will appear in the next Bulletin
of the History Teachers Association of WA. Society
members are encouraged to talk to their children and
grandchildren, and pass on this information to relevant
teachers at their schools.
Effort is now being put into developing Memory
Boxes, containing items mainly from the 20th century,
to go out to aged care facilities. These items may jog
residents’ memories of items used in their earlier lives.
For further information contact
Tony Bagshaw, museum volunteer

Link: https://kuraree.heritageperth.com.au/
This City of Perth exhibition commemorates the 150th
anniversary of the opening of the Town Hall, exploring
the site called Kuraree, a ridge of land inhabited for
over 50,000 years by the Whadjuck Nyoongar people.
Aboriginal Elders tell stories that go back to the time of
early colonisation and that of prominent Nyoongar
Miago is particularly fascinating. He became an
interpreter and mediator between his people and the
settlers in the early days of the colony.
The story of the building of the Hall is featured as are
the various attempts to demolish the building over the
years as it became unsuitable for Council activities and
failed as a market venue. These attempts were
successfully resisted.
Decorating the tower was a popular occurrence through
the years especially on key civic occasions such as
Christmas, royal visits and WA’s centenary. Civic
events of note over the years included the opening
dinner in 1870, the celebration of returning explorers
John and Alexander Forrest and Ernest Giles,
fundraising events during both World Wars, and the
visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1965. Social
events included many dinners and dances, concerts and
plays. In particular, the exhibition details the story of
the Coolbaroo Club, an Aboriginal organisation which
was well-known for organising social activities,
especially dances. Many other activities have taken
place in the Town Hall such as political meetings,
debates and rallies on a range of important issues
including conscription, secession, votes for women and
Aboriginal rights. Exhibitions and displays too have
always been popular including those for wild life, arts
and crafts, sports and hobbies and wildflowers.
Bruce Hoar, museum volunteer

Small museum items with stories to tell
Cinderella Balls

This story was of particular interest to museum
volunteer Sue Clarke because her great-grandmother
Amy Argyle, under the pen name ‘Carrie of the Miner’,
wrote the Kalgoorlie Miner’s social notes from 1907 to
1926 and reported on numerous successful Cinderella
balls in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.
Often great efforts are put into saving important items and
sometimes smaller, seemingly insignificant things are lost
or thrown away. However at the Society every item
offered is given due consideration. I have been working
on ephemera in the museum collection — pieces of paper
6
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Book Reviews

contributions from former staff and students. Her
advice was especially important in that she was the
only former staff member from Nedlands College who
had served through all fifteen years of the College's
life. Sadly, Jenny died suddenly and unexpectedly as
the book was being written but the authors continued
to follow her advice. The Society thanks the authors for
this memory. We all remember Jenny with great
affection and still miss her.

John Renner and Sybe Jongeling, Not Only
Knowledge: the making of a College of Advanced
Education in Western Australia, Hesperian
Press, 2018. In Library & Bookshop $45.
Reviewer: Steve Errington
On Stirling Highway, on the
corresponding corner two
blocks up from Stirling
House there is a group of
buildings half-hidden by
trees. The buildings are now
part of the University of
WA but they began life as
the Western Australian
Secondary Teachers
College, usually called STC.
There are many retired
teachers with fond
memories of STC who will enjoy this short, neatly
produced book. It tells the story of the college’s fifteen
years as a stand-alone institution (1967-1981). It began
life in 1967 in old borrowed buildings on the UWA
campus, moving to its nine-acre site in 1968.
The College began as part of the WA Education
Department, and a constant theme of the early chapters is
the contrast between the close supervision STC teacher
trainees received on matters of dress and attendance and
the freedom enjoyed by undergraduates down the road at
UWA. Nor do the authors shy away from student
criticism of course content and lecturing standards.
Not Only Knowledge covers not only the development
of about a dozen different departments including
library and recreational studies, but also the
achievements of sporting teams (though the cricketers
might mourn the absence of STC’s splendid fourth
grade premiers of 1971/72).
In 1979 STC was rebadged as the Nedlands College of
Advanced Education (NCAE) but after three years it
was amalgamated with three other teachers colleges to
form the Western Australian College of Advanced
Education. This in turn became Edith Cowan
University (ECU) in January 1991 although, by then,
the Nedlands campus had been sold to UWA.
The Campus that Never Stood Still, the official history
of ECU, made scant mention of the contribution of
STC, so Renner (former NCAE Director) and
Jongeling, two retired ECU academics, set out to
redress the balance. The book they produced won a
high commendation in the Society’s Williams/Lee
Steere Publication Prize last year.
It is not indexed but is well referenced and lavishly
illustrated with nostalgic photos, and oral history is
favoured over official reports. STC produced several
thousand schoolteachers and the authors have done
WA education a great service in documenting the life
of this short-lived institution.

Authors John Renner and Sybe Jongeling receive a
High Recommendation certificate from President Steve
Errington in the 2019 Williams/Lee Steere awards.

Rod Moncrieff, Dingbat Flat. The KalgoorlieBoulder Riots of 1934, Hesperian Press,
Carlisle, 2018. In Library.
Reviewer: Lenore Layman
The first month of 1934 was a
time of blistering heat; of
parched mouths and withered
looks on treeless streets; of
broad-brimmed hats and sweat
-stained shirts patched with
salt. Bodies were few and far
between. Stilled by January
heat over the three-day break
of Saturday, Sunday and
Monday: the Australia Day
long weekend. With the sky as
bright as a new sixpence,
about the only signs of life to
be found during daylight hours
were behind the swing doors
of hotels that slaked the thirst of legendary drinkers.
The worst riots in Western Australia’s history occurred
in these circumstances on the Golden Mile in 1934.
They were anti-foreign riots targeting the Slav, Italian
and Greek communities which numbered something
over 1,000 in an urban population of 15,000.
Rod Moncrieff has set down the events of that week in
meticulous detail, aiming to bring its history to life
through detailed, vivid and at some point fictionalised
story-telling combined with the words of those who were
actually there. The book is carefully referenced; and the
bibliography of sources demonstrates that the author has
scoured libraries and archives for information — oral
histories, newspaper accounts, and government and

The authors explained that their book began life in the
Society’s meeting room when they met with Jenny
Marshall who was then a committed Library volunteer.
They said that her lively and critical approach to the
book’s emerging content helped establish its lasting
shape. She insisted that the text depart from 'solid
history' and include 'human content', including
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private archival records. This effort is to his credit and
the reader can be assured of the author’s knowledge of
time, place and participants.
Kalgoorlie and Boulder in 1934 are re-created through
detailed descriptions of the physical shape of the two
towns, life on their streets and the entertainments on
offer. The events of Saturday and Sunday over that
long weekend at Rina Gianatti’s Home from Home
Hotel are told from several perspectives as conflict
between Ted Jordan – miner, champion sportsman and
champion drinker – and Claudio (Charlie) Mattaboni –
barman at the Home from Home – escalated and finally
ended in Jordan’s death and Mattaboni’s arrest.
These events were the trigger for the trouble but its
roots ran much deeper in the circumstances of the
economic depression, the widespread unemployment
and the tendency of many to blame non-British
migrants for ‘stealing the jobs’ of Western Australians.
It was a time when many people were narrowly
‘Britisher’ in their attitudes.
As the dry and dusty day [Monday] rolled on, wild
rumour and crazy speculation took hold of the
towns. Deep into the afternoon, high heat, idle
hands, drink, and more drink inflamed the situation.
The talk became louder, the tongues looser.
By evening a mob had gathered and the Kalgoorlie
Wine Saloon and Home from Home Hotel were
attacked, looted, trashed and finally burnt. The mob
then turned on Hannan St’s other foreign-owned
businesses, mainly Greek shops and cafes. After that
violence they rode the trams to Boulder where shops
and pubs were also destroyed.
With the resumption of the working week, mining
stopped on the Golden Mile as Britishers demanded the
removal of all non-naturalised workers from the mines.
That evening rioting resumed and the mob headed for
the homes of Southern Europeans on the south Boulder
leases, an area known as ‘Dingbat Flat’. Despite fierce
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resistance from many residents, housing was razed to
the ground as men, women and children fled into the
bush in fear of their lives.
The author follows the story through to its end — to
the funerals (three men died in all), the police’s reestablishment of order, the court cases and inquests,
and the beginning of the compensation process. The
roles of police, politicians and trade unions are
explored as well as the behaviour of bystanders who, in
some cases, offered what help they could to the
targeted populations.
The author has made an admirable effort to tell the
story comprehensively and has gone a long way to
doing so, although the voices of the Slav workers and
their families are faint because fewer of their oral
histories have been collected.
Rod Moncrieff has chosen to paint a small canvas very
densely, and a vivid historical picture has emerged.

Author Rod Moncrieff receives a High Recommendation
certificate in the 2019 Williams/Lee Steere awards.
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