History West, December 2018

December 2018

To all members Season’s Greetings
for 2018-2019!
In the summer of 1897-1898 the colonial
Post and Telegraph Department was so
proud of its contribution to Western
Australia’s development and prosperity
that it produced an extensively
illustrated season’s greetings souvenir to
celebrate its grand new offices around
the colony and its leading staff members.
This pamphlet, together with so many
other glimpses of past life in Western
Australia, is to be found in the Library’s
pamphlets collection (PR899 Box 7).
While we still value our postal service,
these technologies have been largely
superseded, the grand post office
buildings sold off and turned to other
purposes. The arrival of the digital age
has transformed our lives again.
The pamphlet highlights some of the interesting features of a time when Coolgardie was ‘The Johannesburg of the
West’, Albany the chief port of the colony, the pearling fleet the pride of the North, and the telegraph our chief
communications link both within Western Australia and with the rest of the world.

A E Williams Western Australian History Prize 2018
Prize Winner
Congratulations to the winner, Gillian Lilleyman, awarded for her book Pioneer
Daughter the Diary of Frances Louisa (Fanny) Brockman (nee Bussell).
Gillian is pictured here receiving her prize from vice president Steve Errington.
And congratulations also to John Norman for his highly commended entry —
Broome 1910: companion publication to 'A Pearling Master's Journey' in the wake
of the schooner 'Mist'.
Both books are splendid additions to Western Australian historical writings, and you
can read full reviews exploring their riches in the book review section of this issue.

Holiday Closure
The Society will close at 4pm on Wednesday 19 December & re-open on Monday 7 January.
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History in the City

Council News

Kayleen Poon, speaking on the history of the Chinese
in Western Australia, was our November presenter.
Her talk brought back memories for the audience,
many of whom remembered the Chinese presence in
Northbridge and other districts. Many of the Chinese
who settled in WA made their homes near Jones Lake
and Lake Monger as well as in South Perth, Maylands
and Bassendean. Among the misconceptions about the
Chinese was that concerning their names. Not only did
the Western Australians find it difficult to pronounce
their names, but also they did not realise that the family
name came first. For example, an early Chinese family
in WA was the Yuan family who arrived in May 1894.
They became the Hoy Poy family because the head of
the family introduced himself as Yuan Hoy Poy. Quite
a number of the family names mentioned by Kayleen
were known to the audience, memories were stirred
and the audience enjoyed the talk.

At its meeting held on 8 November business
included the following where Council
• welcomed new members – Christopher Black,
Neville Garrity, Julian & Lesley Grill, Dr Rupert
Johnson & Elaine Johnson, Nicole (Nicky)
McDaniel, Douglas Sellick
• applauded the completion of a five-year
Remembering Them; Centenary of Service Joint
Project with Museums Australia WA and the WA
Museum supported by Lotterywest with 32 regional
partners to create exhibitions telling local histories
relating to World War I and a century of service
• recorded gratitude and best wishes to Dr Kerry
Smith AM for her contribution as a Councillor and
convenor of the Tours Events, Promotions and
Marketing Committee since her retirement from
Curtin University in 2013

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of
each month from March to December. Our first talk
for 2019 will be on Wednesday 6 March at the
Citiplace Community Centre on the Perth Railway
station concourse, Donation $5 entry with afternoon
tea, all welcome.

• congratulated Councillor Nick Drew elected
convener of the Affiliated Societies committee
• agreed to close the Society for the festive season
at 4pm on Wednesday 19 December and reopen on
Monday 7 January 2019 at 10.00am

Lorraine Tholet

• noted the successful day tour by coach to
Greenhills and York
• endorsed a budget to support generous donations
from Castledex for shelving and MKDC for new
office furniture for the foyer refresh project

Grateful thanks from
History West!

• welcomed members’ contribution of over 1000
hours of voluntary work in October

Thanks to everyone who helped create
this year’s eleven issues of History
West. We couldn’t produce a monthly
newsletter without the involvement of
you all – authors and book reviewers;
photographers; Library, Museum,
Bookshop, and Tours and Events
volunteers, Affiliate contributors, and
the distribution team. Many thanks to
Lesley without whom the publication
would not appear on time and to order,
and very special thanks to formatter
and designer Barry who is responsible
for the clever and attractive layouts
every month. Thanks also to Marvi at
iPrintplus. History W est could not
exist without you all. Your
involvement is much appreciated!

• reported news of a successful Lotterywest
organisational grant for the development of a
feasibility study and business plan on a proposed
building development for the History West
Community Centre
• welcomed the president of the Federation of
Australian Historical Societies, Associate Professor Dr
Don Garden OAM, and interstate delegates for their
annual meeting; and thanked board member Dr
Bernadette Flynn for conducting a useful succession
planning workshop which RWAHS councillors attended
• endorsed the combination of the A E Williams
Essay Prize and the Lee Steere history prize to offer
an annual prize
• welcomed support from Robert Manford’s
business COMPU-STOR Information Management
Solutions following a special tour of its Belmont
premises

Lenore Layman, Editor

• received a report on progress of the secondhand
book sale from coordinators Pamela and Nick Drew
who reported that so far over 300 boxes of books
have been donated towards the sale planned for the
weekend of 6 and 7 April 2019.

Early Days
Your journal is available for collection at the
Christmas Party or at Stirling House. We hope you
enjoy reading its many interesting articles.

Lennie McCall Chairperson
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New members’ visit

Correction
October’s History W est contains an article on Jonah
Smith Wells Parker and a photograph that we said
was of him. Member Barbara Sewell has since
pointed out that the image in fact shows Jonah
Smith Wells not Jonah Smith Wells Parker. Jonah
Smith Wells Parker was named in honour of his
great uncle Jonah Smith Wells, his mother being
Mary Henrietta Wells before her marriage. The
photograph of Jonah Smith Wells was gifted by
Misses Flora and May Parker who were Jonah
Smith Wells’ great grand nieces and Jonah Smith
Wells Parker’s daughters.

New members were welcomed to Stirling House by
representatives of all sections of the Society, including
New Members’ Liaison Christine Foulkes Taylor and
Community Officer Lesley Burnett.
Bookshop volunteer Marie Francoise Scott introduced
the Bookshop where a wide range of WA history
publications were on view for sale, including local
history, guides, indexes, Indigenous history,
exploration, biography, commerce and industry,
maritime history and sociology. Details of all the
publications, including the contents of issues of Early
Days journal can be found in the Bookshop catalogue.
Orders can be placed online via the Shopping Cart.
Also shown were the Archival Products available for
purchase in the front foyer —acid-free paper, boxes,
photograph albums and a new copper product range
offering long-term safe storage for photos, garments
and other important family treasures. Members receive
a 10% discount.
Library volunteers Hilaire Natt and Mike Taylor
introduced the group to the Society’s extensive
collection of books, periodicals, maps, articles and
photographs. Hilaire provided a glimpse of the
photograph albums, including an image of Paddy
Hannan in a white suit. Mike explained the internet
web page and demonstrated how the collections could
be searched from either the Services or Collections
buttons on the public home page. New members were
invited to contact the Library for any assistance they
might need.

Here is a photograph of the real
Jonah Smith Wells Parker.

We apologise for this error.
Apart from the photograph, our history of Jonah
Smith Wells Parker’s life is correct.
Barbara wrote The House of Northbourne Parkers.
Pioneers of Western Australia 1830-1983 (1983), a
copy of which is in the Library.

Artist in Residence, Councillor and Museum volunteer
Wendy Lugg gave a glimpse behind the scenes in the
various museum storerooms and explained a little
about how we manage and care for our collection. The
museum tour ended in the large meeting room where
the group was introduced to the current exhibition
Western Land and shown some of the treasures
awaiting their investigation in the pull-out display
drawers. Wendy detailed the room’s varied uses as
exhibition space, workroom and meeting room, and
encouraged new members to come along to some of
the many events held there.

Bill Henderson (1928-2018)
We record with sadness the death of our member,
volunteer, former Councillor and Treasurer. Bill
helped the Society wherever there was a need with
skill, good cheer and gentlemanly kindness. The
support he provided was invaluable, most notably
when he stepped in as Treasurer at a difficult time.
William George Henderson LS, FISA, was born in
West Perth and undertook his survey cadetship
under F G Medcalf in Albany. As a surveyor in the
WA Lands and Surveys Department he carried out
many surveys across the State, his career
culminating in the position of Surveyor General
from 1984 to 1986. He made a significant
contribution to the mapping of Australia and will be
particularly remembered for the part he played in
pinpointing the desert triangle where the Northern
Territory, South Australia and Queensland meet.
After retirement in 1986 Bill developed a protea
plantation at Toodyay which he operated until 1997.
Most recently he worked with his wife Helen to
research and write the biography of Augustus
Oldfield, a 19th century botanical collector and
ethnographer about whose collecting trips not much
was known. Bill mapped Augustus Oldfield’s
travels and, with Helen, retraced the routes. In the
process they have added greatly to knowledge and
have produced a splendid book, A Greater Prize
Than Gold, which will be the go-to reference for any
queries on Oldfield or related topics in the future.
The Society is most grateful to Bill for his interest
and contribution, and says farewell with regret.

The visit ended with morning tea giving everyone the
opportunity to chat with volunteers and each other.

New members — Jane Geary, Mary Manford and Rodney Gifford
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A day out and about
The York - Greenhills trip
Just after 9am on Saturday 27 October the coach
named Phar-lap carried 43 passengers off from Stirling
House for a happy day’s exploring. At Mundaring
driver Kevin put up two tables for morning tea with
coffee, tea and three types of cake baked by his wife. It
was a pleasant spot next to the Mundaring Historical
Society headquarters. On the York road flashes of blue
leschenaultia pleased the group and in no time we
reached York.

Greenhills Inn

Morning tea

Lunch at Greenhills

Instead of turning into the main street Kevin took us
first to the top of Mount Brown for a bird’s eye view of
the district. It was a clear day and we all appreciated
the panorama. Next the coach carried us to the
Sandalwood yards – once the heart of the Monger
empire but now the premises of the York Society. This
Society is half historical and half arts and crafts so,
although affiliated with the RWAHS, it is not called a
historical society. Nevertheless they have the best
archives of any country town in the state, housed in a
three-roomed building with several compactus for
storage in the first room; computers, photocopier and
scanner in the middle room; and a huge table with
office-type roller chairs in the third room. York’s
recent documentary history was researched in these
archives and the community is fortunate to have so
much of its heritage available in hard copy.

has a varied past, being loved and preserved then left to
decay until taken up again. The current owners are
slowly restoring the old hotel and we were given free
rein, after a lovely roast dinner and sweets, to see over
all its rooms. The hotel has its licence back – that too
had come and gone, so we could have a drink with
lunch. As one of our number was keen on racing we all
crowded into the bar to see on TV the amazing horse
Winks win its 29th straight race, in fine form. Then the
horn sounded and we were all back on the bus for the
trip home, arriving without incident about 4.30pm.
Altogether an interesting day’s outing.

The coach then travelled up the hill to Faversham
house – the Monger family’s old homestead and now a
bed and breakfast, up for sale. A tour of the main street
followed to see buildings mostly erected in the five
years from 1904 to 1909 – as a result of the gold
rushes. The town has been frozen in time, so to speak,
because the railway to Kalgoorlie by-passed York in
favour of Northam. Commerce followed the railway,
so York was left a sleepy little country town with a
perfectly preserved early 20th century main street.

Royal WA Historical Society

Pamela Statham Drew

Proudly Sponsoring
WE SPECIALISE IN






Digital Printing
Self Publishing
Book Binding
Mailing
For further information visit our website
www.iprintplus.com.au
or Call us on 9200 7700

Our next Second Hand Book Sale
will be held on 6-7 April 2019.
Please bring any books you no
longer want to Stirling House or
call the Office on 9386 3841 to
arrange a pick up.
Many thanks in anticipation.

There were no stops in York, which left passengers
asking for a separate future trip just to York. The coach
passed the Residency Museum, another treasure which
holds a wonderful pictorial record of York’s past as
well as displays and artefacts well worth seeing. But
we were bound for Greenhills where the hotel owners
were waiting to serve us lunch. The old Greenhills Inn
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A Western Land talk
The Charity of Ugly Men
What fascinating stories family history research
uncovers! We have been delighted when member Sue
Clarke has shared parts of her family’s goldfields
history with us as part of our Western Lands exhibition
and Sue delighted her capacity audience on
Wednesday 24 October with more of her goldfields
history. Our thanks to Sue not only for an enthralling
talk but also for providing the fruits of her great
grandmother’s recipes for gingerbread and honey
oatcakes! Our thanks also to the willing helpers who
served and cleaned up the morning tea. Altogether it
was a memorable morning and below we share with
you some excerpts from Sue’s story.
It all began with a woman, Alicia Pell. Here is her
daughter Olive’s account.
Mother was a born organiser; during the First World
War, she organised the raising of money for the Red
Cross. To begin with, popular girl and baby
competitions. She rang up men for donations. Mr
Dwyer the local photographer, who happened to have
a beard, wanted to know what she had for men with the
longest beard? It set Mother to thinking, and she came
up with an Ugly Man's Competition.
Mother picked prominent men from the mining and
business communities and, more importantly, the
racing men. The humour which pervaded the whole
affair was kept up on the stage. Dad participated and
was compère.
On the last night the Town Hall was packed. I was
lumping baby sister Pat around. On the stage with a
blackboard Dad was registering the votes. The
gambling Goldfields completely forgot there was
nothing in it for themselves. It could have been a racecourse; some bet fivers. At the end, with all the
contestants on stage, one with an India-rubber face,
made grimaces to show he should win.

Uglieland night lights

The idea of an Ugly Men’s charity spread throughout
WA, and raised large amounts of money at first to help
build houses for World War I widows but then it grew
quickly to become the biggest provider of social
welfare in Perth during the inter-war period. A booklet
they published in 1918 called Ugliology outlines the
Ugly Men’s world-view:
‘Determined to help humanity, to raise the fallen, to
smooth the path of the sufferer, and in the names of all
who suffer undeservedly calls upon Westralia to
support its efforts.’ In its time, the Association built
and ran fairgrounds in Perth, Fremantle and the
Goldfields. They supported the Children’s Hospital and
took busloads of children to the Zoo. They built child
health clinics and houses for the needy. Alicia’s
brother Bob Buscombe, then in Perth, was the
Secretary for nearly 30 years.

The Uglies in performance mode, Kalgoorlie

To support their charities, the Uglies also put on
ridiculous melodramas and short comedies
(commediettas), travelling by horse and cart or the
Loop Line train around the Golden Mile to entertain
and raise money.
In 1929 the Uglieland Park in Perth was closed down
after extended moral panic, led by A O Neville, about
gambling, wild dancing (the jitterbug no doubt), and
possible interracial sex. This was in spite of support
from many city worthies, the Temperance Union and
the Anglican Archbishop of Perth.
Finally, the Ugly Men formed themselves into The Ugly
Men's Association and ran lotteries for charity. Years
later by an Act of Parliament, it was taken over and
became the Lotteries Commission and then Lottery West.

Kalgoorlie Town Hall- from the balcony

My brother Peter, then a beautiful child, with big
brown eyes, got loose on the stage and unconsciously
began to imitate him. That brought the house down.
Having no idea of what was going on, Dad was utterly
bewildered. When he did discover, Peter was hustled
off but had to come down the side steps, again in front
of the audience. Then, quite consciously, he went on
with it.

Sue Clarke
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Museum News

Cathedral Perth, St Paul’s Bunbury, St Mary’s
Busselton, Perth College, St Georges College and
Bunbury Cathedral.

Hubert Augustus Gordon
Holdsworth (1884-1965)

Holdsworth was also a competent etcher and painter in
both oils and watercolours. His scenes of karri trees
and southwest countryside were very well known. He
exhibited throughout WA and Australia and in 1912
exhibited art craft jewellery and enamels and two
paintings in England with the Allied Artists’
Association Arts and Craft Exhibition at Royal Albert
Hall. Then in 1924 he exhibited at the British Empire
Exhibition in London with paintings and his church
lectern from St Paul’s Church in Bridgetown which
won him a prestigious medal and certificate of honour.

The Society is delighted that donor Nonie Atkinson has
chosen our Museum to be the repository for two
significant museum items which she has had in her
possession. Thank you Nonie. We are keen to share
these new pieces in the collection with members.

With his expertise in metalwork, Holdsworth went on
to make sporting trophies and trophy spoons for many
golf, tennis and bowling clubs and contributed to
memorials in Bridgetown and Greenbushes. He also
applied his skills to jewellery.

The first item is an etching titled ‘The Winding Road’
and the second what is believed to be a cigarette box,
both by the Bridgetown artist Gordon Holdsworth
(1864-1965).
This cigarette box he made is of beaten copper with
brass legs and studded with painted enamelled
medallions showing the four seasons through scenes of
local southwest trees and landscapes.

Hubert Augustus Gordon Holdsworth was born in
England and emigrated with his family to Western
Australia, arriving in 1900. The family established
Coplow Homestead at Hester Siding near Bridgetown
and became timber millers. Holdsworth joined the
West Australian Society of Arts in 1904 and began a
long career as a painter, etcher, sculptor and
metalsmith. He opened an art school in Bridgetown in
1911 and began receiving many commissions, in
particular for ecclesiastical metalware including
lecterns, candlesticks, chalices, and altar and
processional crosses for churches and chapels around
the State, including St Paul’s Bridgetown, St George’s

Despite receiving severe burns in a fire which
destroyed his home and many of his prized works of art
in late 1953, Holdsworth recovered sufficiently to work
on into his 80th year before his death in 1965. Many of
his works are displayed in the collections of the Art
Galleries of Western Australia and New South Wales,
and in the WA Museum.
Bruce Hoar, Museum volunteer
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Winditj/ Tommy Windich

understood this in stating that Winditj (1840-1876) had
been born near Mount Stirling, south of Kellerberrin.
An epidemic in that area meant, however, that he was
raised among other Noongar people in the Bunbury
district, where he met and was on good terms with the
Forrest family and learned European skills such as
horsemanship and the use of firearms, apart from
Aboriginal bushcraft. It was while growing up in these
circumstances that he was inevitably forced to make the
choice between trying to live as his people had done for
untold millennia, or becoming a servant of the settlers.
Unsurprisingly, he chose the whitefeller’s way,
becoming an assistant to surveyors and a valued police
tracker. It was in that role in the 1860s that he helped
track down three Ballardong men involved in the fatal
spearing of a settler, Edward Clarkson, near
Doodlakine. Clarkson had been on record as having an
‘aversion’ to ‘treacherous natives’, but exactly what
caused the fatal incident is not known. Winditj must,
however, have been aware of what happened to those
who thus challenged white authority; the three men –
Charlie Gnowee, Balya and Egyp – were all tried,
sentenced to death, and publicly hanged near the spot
where Clarkson’s death had occurred. From that point
until his death a decade later, Winditj’s ‘faithful’
nature was never in doubt. The fact that the three
Aboriginal men were like him of the Noongar
Ballardong clan may have occurred to him but, unlike
the Bunuba-Ungami-Nyigina tracker Jandamarra in the
Kimberley three decades later, kinship loyalties did not
cause him to break faith. It is possible that Jandamarra
may not have done so either, had he witnessed as had
Winditj, what happened to Aboriginal men who
challenged white hegemony.
To be fair to the Forrest brothers, however, there seems
to have been genuine regard for Winditj both as a
person and for his undoubted skills in tracking, hunting
and finding water and feed for their horses in desert
regions. Being trained surveyors, both John and Alex
Forrest knew how to navigate by astronomical
observation and so were never lost in the desert, but
Winditj’s skills were nonetheless essential to their
survival, as both recognised. This was an extremely
intelligent man, although Crowley noted that Winditj’s
‘inarticulate reserve was in marked contrast to the
garrulity of his compatriot Tommy Pierre’. It is quite
possible that Winditj, unlike Tommy Pierre, saw
nothing to celebrate at the end of each exploring
mission, recognising that by taking part he was
contributing to the demise of traditional Aboriginal
society wherever the Forrests went. Both were valued
companions, however, and this was recognised by John
Forrest on his 1874 northern expedition when he
named Windich Springs and Pierre Springs, near the
present-day Canning Stock Route, in their honour.
Tommy Pierre died of malaria on horseback while
returning from the Kimberley with Alex Forrest, and
was buried without particular ceremony at Mount
Melville in Albany.
As for Winditj, he was employed in scouting for the
new overland telegraph construction from Esperance to
the South Australian border when he died of
pneumonia in February 1876. The Forrest brothers paid
for a headstone which read in part: ‘He was an
aboriginal native of Western Australia, of great
intelligence and fidelity…’

Ballardong man and Forrest expedition member
On 20 February 2017, a memorial ceremony and
plaque unveiling involving European and Aboriginal
Australians took place at an overgrown gravesite in
scrubland near the port of Esperance. Nothing unusual
about that in 21st century Australia, although when the
Aboriginal person involved was buried 140 years
earlier there were almost certainly few if any other
Aboriginal people present, and definitely not in
significant roles. This was because the person
concerned was being given the privilege of a proper
whitefeller grave with headstone, at a time when
Aboriginal people were usually buried without
ceremony, outside consecrated ground.
The 2017 ceremony followed a search using ground
probing radar by archaeologist, David Guilfoyle, and his
associate, local Noongar leader Ronald (Doc) Reynolds,
to locate the last resting place of Noongar man Winditj,
otherwise known as Tommy Windich. The name will be
familiar to many West Australians as that of the ‘faithful
black tracker’ who accompanied John Forrest on his three
major journeys of exploration.

Courtesy Esperance Express

That description of
Winditj, although on the
surface somewhat
condescending, is
nonetheless accurate
according to his entry in
the A ustralian
Dictionary of Biography
(ADB), written in 1976
by the late eminent
historian Professor Frank
Crowley. At that time
the A DB was just
starting to recognise that
Aboriginal Australians,
whom it had hitherto
largely neglected, were
in fact an integral part of
the national story.
Original gravestone erected by
Crowley’s Winditj entry
John & Alexander Forrest in
reflects this recognition;
1876 & restored in 1910.
it is brief but also
sympathetic, even though it uses expressions such as
‘detribalised’ which are no longer in favour in
anthropological circles.
As Doc Reynolds recognised at the memorial
ceremony, Winditj was a Ballardong man, meaning he
had come originally from the wheatbelt area; Crowley

Dr Peter Gifford
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The Forrest Collection

He was an aboriginal native of Western
Australia, of great intelligence and fidelity,
who accompanied them on four exploring
expeditions into the interior of Australia, two
of which went from Perth to Adelaide.
Be ye also ready.

Commemorating the Aboriginal
members of Forrest’s expeditions
Aboriginal guide Tommy Windich accompanied
Forrest on all three of his expeditions of exploration as
a scout and tracker, finding essential water and grazing
for the horses. Other Aboriginal men joined Forrest on
one or other of his expeditions – Jemmy Mungaro
(1869), Billy Noongale (1870) and Tommy Pierre
(1874). All these men were crucial to the expeditions’
successes, and John Forrest was well aware of their
value and acknowledged it.

When Tommy Pierre died three years after Tommy
Windich Forrest wrote another newspaper tribute,
describing him as ‘a good and faithful native’, ‘very
much valued for his honesty and trustworthiness’, ‘well
known and respected’, ‘well instructed in the Christian
religion and could read and write tolerably well’. He
was a servant of Forrest’s father for 25 years. When
Billy Noongale died in 1904 he was buried in his
country at Beverley, and Forrest arranged and paid for
a monument for his grave at Beverley cemetery.
The Forrest papers indicate that John Forrest continued to
care for the graves until his own death, organising and
paying for the restoration of Tommy Windich’s grave
with new picket fencing and a repaired headstone in 1910.
Records make it clear that Forrest held these
Aboriginal men in genuine regard and respected them.

Tommy Windich
RWAHS P2013.136

Tommy Pierre
RWAHS P1999.137

Mourning Tommy Windich’s death at Esperance Bay
in 1876, Forrest reflected:
‘This faithful and intelligent native has passed
away, still in the field of exploration, as he has
been for so many years. He was still quite a
young man, and has been intimately connected
with every exploration in this colony for the last
10 or 12 years. He accompanied Mr Hunt, Mr
Alexander Forrest, and myself. Twice he crossed
with me from this city (Perth) to Adelaide, and
took a very prominent part in those expeditions.
He possessed great knowledge of the interior
and I feel sure was the most experienced and
best bushman in the colony. He has died far
away from his own home and from his friends,
for his name is almost a household word in this
colony. I will take steps to have the spot where
he is buried fenced in and marked. To me, who
has had him for my only companion on so many
trying occasions, the tidings of Tommy's death is
sad, and I feel that I have lost an old and welltried companion and friend.’

Three members of the 1869 expedition
RWAHS P1999.2804

Late 19th century attitudes were different from those of
today, however, and this is vividly illustrated in one of
photographs taken after the 1869 expedition and
included in the personal album that Forrest put together
to remind himself of these exciting events in his life. It
shows three of the exploring party: Malcolm
Hamersley, Tommy Windich and himself. Tommy
Windich is at the centre of the image, perhaps
suggesting his crucial importance to the expedition; but
he is kneeling not standing as the other men are, so he
appears subordinate, not an equal.
The history of Aboriginal-settler relations in the 19th
century is both complex and painful. It is the focus of a
great deal of historical re-examination and reinterpretation today, and we have devoted two pages of
this issue of History West to the subject to contribute to
that re-examination.

John and Alexander Forrest arranged for a tablet to be
placed on his grave, with a design of spears, boomerang
and shield together with the following words:
Erected by John and Alexander Forrest
in memory of Tommy Windich.
Born near Mount Stirling 1840;
died at Esperance Bay 1876.
8
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Kojonup horse power and
harness display

of this permanent display: that ‘the Historical Society
has all this stuff shut away and no one sees it or knows
what it is’. That is no longer the case!

The role of the horse since 1837

This display and our other historical buildings are open
by appointment for individuals or groups by contacting
the Kojonup Visitors Centre on 9831 0500. They
will also be open on Historical Buildings Open Days so come and have a look around.

Over sixty people attended the opening celebrations of
the latest permanent Museum display in Kojonup on 27
October. This display has taken us more than six years
to complete and we hope that it will become a special
place of learning and memories for those who visit it.

Kojonup is situated 255km south of Perth and 151km
north of Albany – on the Albany Highway – and has a
long historical heritage, as demonstrated in its new
historical precinct brochure which can be obtained
from the visitor’s centre. The Horse Power and
Harness display is situated north of the historical
Elverd Cottage on Soldier Road, Kojonup.

Large panels describe seeding, harvesting, and chaff
and hay making, and the role of horses in the sheep
industry as well as for farm, town and family transport.
The ‘Horses at play’ boards tells of the sporting groups
that centre around horses. Engines and our two tractors
celebrate the increase in horse power that was to follow.

Barbara Hobbs,
Vice President Kojonup Historical Society

Kojonup Historical Society’s President Arthur Collins
welcomed the gathering and firstly acknowledged the
custodians of the land and reflected on the fact that the
Noongar people had no beasts of burden; horses,
camels, donkeys, bullocks – as well as sheep and cattle
–were all introduced by colonists and dramatically
changed the landscape. An acknowledgement of
Noongar farming is part of the display.
Mr Collins told the audience that storing and
displaying the donated Pederick Harness was the
Society’s first priority and, after the Blue Shed was
built in 2003/2004, a tack shed was installed. Stage one
of the Lotterywest-funded project was to identify and
interpret the harness and saddles housed in this small
shed. Implements and vehicles were moved from one
shed to another so that, where possible, they are
displayed together according to their uses. The
blacksmith shop has been cleaned and is functional for
special events.
The Society invited two speakers to help open the
display - Geoff Fisher (polo champion) and Dawn
Norrish. Dawn provided us with some memories of her
lifetime involvement with horses – from roo shooting
with her father to horse riding trips from Mobrup to
Peaceful Bay; polocrosse, rodeos, her 61 year old
Riding School and gymkhanas. Both Dawn and Geoff
recalled special horses in their lives – faithful and
exceptional achievers. Outstanding horses (and people)
are featured on our ‘Champion’s Wall’. Geoff Fisher
officially opened the display and visitors were invited
to look around and enjoy afternoon tea.
The Society is grateful to many individuals who
contributed their photographs, objects, expertise and
‘brute strength’ to make this display possible. Also, over
15 businesses and community groups generously assisted
with their time, use of equipment and know-how.
Both Arthur Collins and Barbara Hobbs (researcher and
co-ordinator), had the voices of past community
members ringing in their ears throughout the installation
9
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Book Reviews

Aboriginal girl.
Fanny was quite an astute businesswoman though she
avowed she wasn’t. She supervised the building of
three houses and was constantly sending off kegs of
butter to be sold either in Busselton or in the mill
towns. She notes the killing of cows and goats for the
table, giving the butcher part of the animal as payment.
In the days before wire made possible easier fencing
Fanny had constant problems with straying stock.
Many times she found an animal dead in the bush
having consumed something toxic or got stuck in mud!

Winner of the A E Williams Prize
Gillian Lilleyman (ed. & annotator) Pioneer
Daughter the Diary of Frances Louisa (Fanny)
Brockman (nee Bussell), Gillian Lilleyman, 2018. In
Library & Bookshop SP $65 MP $61
Reviewer: Pamela Statham Drew
Gillian Lilleyman has
produced a truly
magnificent book, doing
more than justice to her
subject, the pioneer
daughter Fanny. It is a
heavy book, with high
quality paper which
enhances the many black
and white photographs.
Gillian has used both
footnotes to source her
entries and boxed comments
to expand and clarify certain diary entries. These
annotations are illuminating and reveal an immense
amount of painstaking research.

A surprising aspect of their lives in those days, when
all travel was on horseback or ship, was the constant
stream of visitors. Captains from ships, the various
vicars, traders and settlers moving from properties
elsewhere and even the Governor, all called in. As
there were so few households on the way to Perth the
few that had been established became ipso facto
guesthouses – so more work for Fanny!
Fanny had six sisters and she worried about all of
them. There is a beautiful photograph of the six, which
unfortunately does not include Fanny. While she is
constantly concerned about her sisters’ liaisons and
marriages there is little romance in her own life. The
one entry that hints at a love interest is in January 1883
when she states, in language quite unlike her usual
prosaic style, that she had just heard of the death of
‘dear good old Charlie Howard…I liked him better
than anyone in the world, always did and always shall’.

Fanny’s heart-rending story, which gradually emerges
from her rather abrupt and matter-of-fact diary entries,
needs to be told as it reveals the true hardships of
colonial life. Day after day was spent catching stray
cattle, milking, making butter to sell to the emerging
timber mill communities and sewing to keep her
relatives clothed.

Fanny died in 1912 at the age of only 61 – she would be
amazed that Gillian has been able to bring out the story
of her life so convincingly from her daily diary entries.

At the age of 19 Fanny had married against the advice
of her family and the Cattle Chosen group never let her
forget that they thought she had married ‘below her
station’. This was hard for Fanny as by the end of their
first year her husband was distancing himself —
leaving her for long periods of time to chase moneymaking ventures up North. It is true the Bussells were
always short of money but Johnny Brockman had few
successes to justify his many absences. It was fortunate
there were no children – they hardly had time to
procreate – and after the re-possession of her herd of
hand-raised cows and her own pony to meet Johnny’s
bills she turned totally against him. They stayed
married but lived apart for the rest of her life.

Highly commended for A E William Prize
G V Norman & J E deB Norman, Broome 1910:
companion publication to 'A Pearling Master's
Journey' in the wake of the schooner 'Mist', John de
B Norman, Strathfield NSW, 2017.
Reviewer: Heather Campbell
‘The much-travelled battered
black metal trunk, a legacy
of many voyages, had not
been opened for forty years
and lay sitting on four bricks
at the back of the dusty
cellar’: this is the stuff that
historians’ dreams are made
of, especially if, as in this
case, it contained not only
‘folded khaki trousers and tunic of a soldier of the
Great War’ but a photo album of professional quality
photos of ‘impeccable provenance’ taken 94 years
previously. It is these photographs from the TrotmanNorman Album supplemented by others (including
their evocative handwritten captions) that form the
basis of the liberal illustrations in this book. Those
familiar with A Pearling Master’s Journey will
recognise some photographs; however a great deal has
been added to provide a ‘photographic essay’ of life in
Broome around 1910.

The death of Fanny’s mother at the age of only 43
threw the burden of looking after her younger brothers
and sisters onto Fanny – though she loved them as her
own. Indeed she was only in her early 20s when she
took on her youngest sister two year old Filumena –
known as Meena.
The book is not an easy read – the story is told in an
easier narrative style in A Garden on the Margaret
which Gillian brought out in 2011. But if anyone has
relatives among the southwest pioneers then this is the
book for you as all the comings and goings are detailed
and Gillian follows up with extensive notes. At times
tracing individuals can be difficult as Fanny gave
names to all her animals, to all the Aboriginal helpers
she hired and, of course, to her extensive family and
friends – so Grace could be a cow, her sister or an
10
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Some of the extensive sources used form part of the
illustrations – post cards (both back and front), extracts
from logbooks of luggers and pages of hitherto
unpublished ledgers from the Norman archive – all
adding to the depth and quality of the volume.

government’s role in the story. Here is Australia’s
mining industry from a Canberra perspective,
providing excellent coverage of federal concerns,
policies and players. Canberra’s efforts to take control
of the industry, chiefly by using export controls, waxed
and waned across Labor and Coalition governments
but were always present and an important part of
mining’s story from the 1950s onwards. For a national
overview the book is to be particularly recommended.
As well, its coverage of the mining companies
themselves is well done in the limited space available
for each one. While dense in factual detail, the book is
well written and excellently referenced. So it has a
great deal to commend it to any prospective reader who
seeks a more complete and scholarly understanding of
the mining industry’s economic history over the last
sixty years.

Each of the numerous short chapters provides a small
window into life in Broome in 1910 – the sailmaker’s
shed, the birth of a lugger, childhood, the lay up
season—and so on. Contributors are varied and all have
particular knowledge. Ted Norman describes the
pearling industry in the early days. Divers were dressed
at dawn for their first dip of the day – no mean feat
when full diving equipment comprised of dress, helmet,
corselet, leads, boots, heavy woollen knitted stockings,
jersey and very heavy drawers (Fearnaught brand),
together with five to six lengths of air hose. Later
chapters include one by Maurice Gower, a former
wharfinger and Broome port manager, who recalled live
cattle walking the length of the jetty along a cattle race.
There are stories of merchants, Robison and Norman,
who provided everything – ‘literally from a needle to an
anchor’, and of Antonio Pedro, a Manilaman, and a
fisherman of Broome, who wrote to the Chief Protector
of Aborigines and asked permission to marry Polly,
with whom he had been living for five years, not being
aware that it was unlawful for him to do so.

Lee’s challenge was different from Blainey’s in The
Rush That Never Ended, the latter’s masterly telling of
Australia’s initial mining rush. Instead of a promenade
of lively individuals who people Blainey’s history, Lee
tells of gigantic joint ventures, most of them
orchestrated in boardrooms on the other side of the
world. Company decision-makers do put in
appearances on the pages but the book focuses on an
overview of the industry’s massive growth (almost
inhuman in its scale) that was a response to powerful
international economic forces confronting vast,
untapped mineral resources. It provides a wealth of
factual detail of the various projects and should
become a useful reference for us all.

Broome in 1910 comes to life through the narrative and
particularly through the photographs. One wonders
what was going through the minds of Lieutenant Hugh
William Norman and Miss Ivy McCormick when he
was pictured proposing to her in the garden – and there
was Father Droste, with his long black beard, and
Bishop Trower, ‘a dignified figure in his spats’.

The book is a project, company and federal
government history of mining, so the claim to tell of
‘the transformation of Australia’ is over-reach. It is not
a social history of either the mining regions or the
changes brought to the Australian people, their politics
or federal system by the growth of the sector. It is an
economic history. To try to have done more would
have very much weakened what has been achieved.

A treasure of a book which I recommend to readers.
David Lee, The Second Rush. Mining and the
Transformation of Australia, Connor Court
Publishing, Redland Bay Qld, 2016. In Library.

What of the book’s account of Western Australia’s
place in the story? WA figures largely in this history as
it should and the story is well told. Chapters two and
three provide an excellent account of the gradual
relaxation of the iron ore export embargo (1960-66)
and the initial establishment of the Pilbara industry, as
well as a balanced assessment of the various players
who shaped the establishment of Pilbara iron ore
mining, no mean feat given that Charles Court and
Lang Hancock bestride the period. The author’s
judgments are most often implicit and sometimes
utilise others’ assessments rather than providing his
own, but the viewpoint is clear. More might have been
made of Court’s place in the story – the crucial
importance of both his personal drive and the
development policies he initiated and implemented, for
instance the use of state agreements. Overall the role of
state governments in the ‘rush’ is under-discussed. Of
course, a nation-wide overview of such a huge and
diverse sector could not hope to explore state
differences adequately, so it is not realistic to have
expected more. No single book can do everything but
this one makes a significant contribution and the author
is to be complimented.

Reviewer: Lenore Layman
David Lee provides a wellresearched economic history
of what he calls Australia’s
‘second rush’, the massive
growth of the nation’s mining
industry from the 1950s to the
present. Within this long rush,
Lee identifies three separate
booms – a minerals boom
from the 1950s to 1972, a
resources boom from 1977 to
1982, and a China boom from
2002 to 2012. This second
long rush (the first being the
long mining rush beginning in
the 1850s in Victoria and ending in Western Australia
in the 1900s) began with coal in the 1950s followed by
iron ore in the 1960s as well as bauxite, oil and gas,
and nickel, among other minerals. Coal and iron ore
are given greatest attention in this book.
The history is Australia-wide in its scope and a major
strength is its convincing account of the national
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Bradon Ellem, The Pilbara. From the Deserts
Profits Come, UWAP, Crawley, 2017. In Library.
Reviewer: Lenore Layman
Bradon Ellem has written a very
different history of the Pilbara iron
ore industry. He presents ‘the battle
over unionism’ as the core of the
story and focuses on the struggles of
workers with their employers for
workplace control of the mines,
mills, ports and transport
infrastructure. This is a labour
history of the industry.
The book is divided into three time periods: when the
Pilbara was a union stronghold from the
commencement of the industry in the mid-1960s to the
mid-1980s; when the Pilbara became a battleground
between capital and labour from the mid-1980s to the
mid-1990s; and then a period to the present when the
Pilbara has been a company stronghold where the
unions continued to struggle to regain a foothold. This
is a contested history; it tells of industrial warfare –
strikes, lockouts, legal actions, and disputes taken to
industrial commissions and to the civil courts – and is
peopled by union convenors, organisers and activists
on the one hand and senior company executives on the
other. The author’s point of view is clear: he supports
the former and sees the Pilbara as ‘a story of loss as
much as gain’.
This book will interest you if you wish to learn more
about how these momentous events played out. How
did the companies (Robe River, Hamersley and BHP)
regain control of their worksites? What part was played
by changes to government industrial relations law and
the employers’ use of civil courts instead of industrial
tribunals? What of the opportunity to use individual
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contracts to challenge union agreements? Did
technological change play a major role and what of the
introduction of FIFO (fly in, fly out) work? And what
about the significance of changes in company
ownership and management as well as the
transformation of individual unions over the period? If
these questions engage you, then you will find this
book interesting and helpful.

Shelf Help
Michael Gregg & Juliet Ludbrook, The Real Gold: A
history of Gold Estates of Australia Ltd and Gold
Estates of Australia (1903) Ltd, Michael Gregg &
Juliet Ludbrook, University of WA, 2013. In Library.
This London-based company was
initially interested in Western
Australian mining and then in
property development, the latter
proving to be ‘the real gold’.
Michael Gregg, the main author,
was manager of the company in
Australia from 1963 to 1996, and
one of four generations of his
family on the board and in
management. First incorporated in
1894, the company invested in mines and a water plant
at Menzies. With the end of the gold boom and the
company’s re-incorporation in 1903, it turned to
metropolitan real estate and acquired tracts of Swan
Locations, which were part of the ‘ribbon grants’
allotted in the first years of colonisation, and these
have proved virtual goldmines. The company has been
involved in the development of the suburbs of
Maylands, Bayswater, Whatley Park, Kenwick,
Scarborough, Bentley, Yokine, Karrinyup, Bicton and
Inglewood, among others. These real estate
opportunities look set to continue.
If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by
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