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December 2019

To All Our Members

Happy Christmas, Happy New Year and Happy Holidays!
In the first years of the 20th century the popular and widely-circulated weekly Western Mail newspaper cheered its
readers with wonderful covers to its Christmas Day issues — drawn by May Gibbs. We have reproduced three of
them – for 1905, 1906 and 1907 – from well-worn and brittle copies lodged in our library. The images from over a
century ago are a happy combination of Western Australian flora and fauna — black swans, racehorse or sand
goanna, kookaburras, emu, kangaroos and grass trees — alongside glamorous European beauties, old Father
Christmas, elves, fairies and gum nut babies.
Today we make less reference to our European past but continue to mark the passing of the years in similar ways
and to enjoy ourselves with family and friends.
‘If goblin elves and gossamer-winged fairies are beyond the beat of the average Australian, the sultry beauties of our
summer give us a Christmas season full of unique attractions. Bright skies and the cool sea-breeze, days of settled
summer, woo all into the open air…’

History West wishes you a joyful summertime!
The History West team (Lesley, Barry, Heather, Jack & Lenore) also thanks everyone who helped create this year’s
eleven issues. We couldn’t produce the monthly newsletter without the involvement of so many members – authors
and book reviewers; photographers; library, museum, bookshop, and tours & events volunteers; affiliate
contributors; and the distribution team. History West could not exist without you all. Your contributions are much
appreciated and essential!

Holiday Closure
The Society will close at 4pm on Friday 20 December & re-open at 10am on Monday 6 January.
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Councillors October 2019

Members will be delighted to join councillors in thanking and congratulating vice president Lennie McCall for her
twenty years of service as chairperson of Council. Lennie is continuing as a vice president, and so is her dedicated
work to ensure the Society’s ongoing success.
L to R: Councillors Lorraine Tholet, Fiona Bush, Sally Anne Hasluck, Lennie McCall, Wendy Lugg, Helen Henderson,
Lorraine Clarke, Steve Errington, Nick Drew, Pamela Statham Drew, Jan McCahon Marshall, Daniel Ranshaw.

Council News

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of
each month from March to December. Our first talk for
2020 will be on Wednesday 4 March 2020. Talks
commence at 2pm and are held at Citiplace Conference
Room, Perth Railway Station Concourse.

At its meeting on 14 November Council
• welcomed new members - Dr Bruce
Baskerville, Mr Graeme Cocks, Ms Prue
Griffin, Mr John Loton, Mr Bruce McCallum,
Mr Richard Rennie, Mr Walter Slaven and
Ms Sarah Wordsworth (household)

Lorraine Tholet

Loton family gathering and
temporary display of donations

• welcomed Fiona Keating to her first meeting

A recent family gathering at the Society celebrated the
collection of Loton family memorabilia, part of which
was donated last year by Harold Loton and forty years
earlier by his late mother Lady Grace Loton. A small
exhibit was prepared that highlighted a number of the
key family occasions that have taken place over the
more than 150 years that the Lotons have contributed
to Western Australia. Many of their achievements have
been covered in recent articles in History West
(September and October) and in Harold’s book Beyond
the Stirling Tree. The display can be viewed at Stirling
House until the close of the year.

• welcomed news of a $450 profit from the
Lilburne print sale at the 3 in 1 Market.
• passed a strong vote of thanks to Jill Maughan
who is retiring as Honorary Librarian at
year’s end
• decided that Stirling House would close for
Christmas at 4 pm on Friday 20 December
and reopen on Monday 6 January 2020.

History in the City
Associate Professor Jacqueline Van Gent has researched
the many objects which have been part of Western
Australia’s history over the past four hundred years.
Questions remain as to what was collected and where it
is now. Precious relics have circulated within Australia
and through other countries, and some have been lost or
damaged. Dirk Hartog’s plate and shells collected by
William Dampier, for example, have been held both in
public and private collections. These are an important
part of our history contributing to the formation of
WA’s identity but have not remained in WA.

L to R: Anthea Loton, John Loton, Harold Loton,
Tracy Loton, Christopher Loton, Mandy Loton
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Remembrance Day 11 November 2019
The Outside Exhibitions team put together a photographic exhibition to commemorate all those who served at
home and abroad in World War I, World War II and subsequent campaigns. Here we feature some of the
exhibition photographs and member Mike Galvin shares his wealth of knowledge for the captions.
His military experience with the WA Infantry Regiment
allowed him to drill raw recruits. He was killed in action
on Gallipoli on 2 May 1915. He has no known grave and
is remembered on the Lone Pine Memorial.
The unidentified man in the centre is wearing the
complete outfit of the Australian Army Militia c19061914, including a forage cap, a standard form of
headdress until World War I. The slouch hat was a
standard issue originally for fieldwork but it eventually
became the defining headgear. After the Gallipoli
campaign the troops rejected the service cap which
became an officer’s cap. Sitting at centre
right is
Andrew Wilkie. He enlisted in the 7th Battalion of the
Commonwealth Horse on 1 May 1902 but the AngloBoer War ended before he saw active service. He did
not enlist in the AIF.
Sitting cross-legged at front left is Pollard, wearing a
smart ‘walking out’ dress with his lance corporal stripe.
Metal badges on both epaulets probably bear the initials
WAIR (West Australian Infantry Regiment). Centre
front Sergeant Giles has an almost complete AIF
uniform but has no collar badges and the V-shaped
cuffs were later abolished for other ranks. The
unidentified man at front right is wearing a jacket of the
Anglo-Boer War period.

Our first Camp at Blackboy

At the start of World War I Australia promised an
infantry force of 20,000 men and a formation of Light
Horsemen. Members of the Permanent Military Forces,
however, were not permitted to enlist for overseas
service. So, to meet our obligation, we had to recruit a
totally new army, kit them out and train them. Recruiting
was not a problem as men flocked to the recruiting
centres. Fitting them out with uniforms and weapons was
more difficult. Even more difficult was providing basic
military training. This photo taken very early in the war
shows a group of men charged with training new recruits
to a basic standard. They taught drill, marching in
formation and the use of the service rifle (the LeeEnfield 0.303). Recruits were required to pass a test in
musketry before they could be assigned to a unit.
The instructors are wearing a motley collection of
uniforms. Not one of the soldiers with collars on their
uniforms is wearing the Australian Rising Sun Badge,
the badge of the AIF. This suggests that the photograph
was taken after August and before November 1914.
The man standing left rear named W Allen is wearing a
khaki field service jacket in the pattern of the later
contingents of the WA Mounted Infantry who served in
the Anglo-Boer War. William Hudson Allen became
an instructor at Blackboy Hill Camp until January 1916
when he enlisted in the AIF and joined 44 Bn. He was
seriously wounded at the Battle of Messines and
returned to Australia in July 1917. He died in 1955
aged 79 years and was cremated at Karrakatta.
Standing centre rear is Edgar Ernest Mayman,
born in
South Australia in 1880. He enlisted in the 6th West
Australian Mounted Infantry as a private (or trooper).
Following service in South Africa he returned to WA. He
did not enlist in the AIF and later returned to South
Australia where he died in 1962. Sitting left centre is
probably Pte Blair, later Lance Corporal Blair who
completed his enlistment papers in August 1914, aged 21.

Lewis Gun training on the
Western Front in 1918 - The
soldiers are from the 28th Battalion of the Second
Division AIF, which was almost exclusively comprised
of West Australians. By August 1918 as the war
moved into a mobile stage the Lewis Gun came into its
own because it was light and could be easily carried
forward as troops advanced, and it delivered automatic
fire. The Lewis Gun Officer in the centre is Lieutenant
H J H Tozer MC MM.
Who are the bride and
(probably) groom in this
photograph? We don’t know.
The officer is a captain in a
mounted British regiment; not
an Australian because he is
not wearing small rising sun
badges on his lapels. His
trousers are laced up
jodhpurs. He has seen active
service because he is wearing
the ribbon of the Military
Cross. Given his apparent age
his service was almost
certainly in World War I.
Why is the photograph in the
RWAHS collection? We
don’t know. Do you?
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Federation of Australian Historical
Societies (FAHS) Meeting

Striving to be better

On Saturday 19 October the FAHS held its annual
general meeting and a general meeting in Parramatta,
NSW. Robert Nicholson, Helen Henderson and Hon
Treasurer Nick Drew attended as RWAHS delegates.
Lynne Nicholson, Pamela Statham Drew and RWAHS
President Steve Errington participated as AGM
observers and joined other organised events.
Our host Judith Dunn, from the Royal Australian
Historical Society, Sydney, and the Parramatta &
Districts Historical Society, organised an interesting
program starting on Friday afternoon with a tour of the
Parramatta Female Factory, Australia’s first purposebuilt female institution. It functioned between 1821 and
c1848 as a refuge for women, children, elderly and sick
women; marriage bureau; place of assignment and
moral reform; penitentiary; women’s hospital for the
convicted as well as the free; and as a workhouse — all
rolled into one. Judith was dressed in period costume
and regaled us with stories about the factory’s inmates.

We have formed a group as we strive to become better
writers of history. To this end, our primary activity at
each monthly meeting is peer editing of the writing
presented by two members/authors. The feedback
sessions themselves are passionate affairs, in which we
lurch toward being suitably empathetic and critical of
each other’s authorial efforts. We are rotating the vital
chairing role for this activity. Our writing projects
range from the genre of historical fiction to more
scholarly works, from family history revelations to
personal memoirs and creative interpretations. Topics
include art history and fascinating research on little
known convicts and explorers.

A report from the RWAHS Writers’ Group

We also benefit from occasional guest speakers, who
have given us helpful advice on engaging writing (Dr
Peter Burke), publishing possibilities (Dr Helen Isles),
and professional editing (Rachel Wheeler). It has been a
year of striving and fun. Now it’s back to the hard yakka.
John Hall & Hilaire Natt
Editor’s note: If you are researching and writing away
by yourself you might find it helpful to talk to others
who are on a similar path. New members of the group
are very welcome. So — if you would like to join the
group — phone the Office on 9386 3841 to let us know.

The mail-out team
Here we are - the History West mail-out team which
meets once a month on a Wednesday morning to fold
the printed newsletters ready for posting. The job takes
about two hours as we fill each copy with the flyers for
the month, then fold and seal them. We talk together a
little as we do so and our ever-thoughtful Community
Officer Lesley always wheels in morning tea to sustain
us. A productive and not onerous morning’s work!

In the evening an informal Italian dinner was arranged
for delegates and their partners from every state and
territory except the NT whose delegate could not make
the trip. The AGM was held at Hambledon Cottage,
home of the Parramatta Historical Society where the
President Jeffrey Allen made us welcome. During the
lunch break we viewed the old stone house built in
1824 by John Macarthur as living space for his
governess and guests.
An election for president was held because Margaret
Anderson stepping down due to a conflict of interest
and immediate past president Don Garden agreed to be
re-elected. As well Helen Henderson was elected vicepresident to fill the vacancy resulting from the
incumbent Ian Jack’s death.
Saturday night’s formal dinner was held in a private
room at Lachlan’s Restaurant, which was the Garrison
rooms of Old Government House. The weekend’s
program ended on Sunday morning with a mini-tour of
heritage sites in the district organised by Judith. Judith
is a licensed tour guide and her husband Greg was our
driver; they knew the area intimately. This tour was
followed by a sandwich lunch in the lovely Hambledon
Cottage garden.
For more information about the FAHS, see
www.history.org.au
Nick Drew

Particular thanks to Val Boast who is retiring after
many years of folding, and welcome to Judy DillMacky who has volunteered to join us.
Perhaps you might also like to join us? Another pair of
hands is always welcome - just let the Office know of
your interest on 9386 3841.

The mail out team at work
L to R: Lenore Layman, Val Boast, Cynthia Munday,
Pamela Statham Drew and Nick Drew.
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Affiliates news

The Walponian, newsletter of the Walpole, Nornalup
and District Historical Society, reports on how the allimportant postal mail reached the district in the early
20th century. The arrival and departure of letters and
their stately journey is now a thing of the past. The slow
arrival of news reports might have been a source of
peacefulness but it was also a cause of great anxiety. In
these earlier times the postal arrangements, the mailman
and the radio were crucial services for almost everyone.
York Society reports on the success of the 2019 ActBelong-Commit York Society Art & Craft Awards
with visitors commenting that it was the best yet.
About 1000 people viewed the exhibition which
displayed 327 entries from the various categories of art
and craft. This year's special theme was ‘Flight’. The
annual event bonds the town's community as members
work for a common cause.

Albany Historical Society has reproduced an
informative article from one of its earlier newsletters
on the Chinese in Albany by Bonnie Hicks. Chinese
men were imported from 1847 to work as servants and
market gardeners, and they have a place in the local
history which is only occasionally recognised. The last
Chinese market gardener was Ah Sam who sold his
produce from his cart and is still remembered.
The Little Bottler, newsletter of the Colonial Bottle &
Collector Club, has updated its layout and enhanced
its colour, making it a more visually appealing
publication. An article of general interest concerns
military sweetheart jewellery which suggests that such
jewellery was first worn during the American Civil
War and began with the soldering of brooch pins on the
back of regimental badges. It then became more widely
produced and worn during both world wars. I wonder if
members have examples in their family collections?
Denmark Historical Society’s Koorabup is full of
interesting old group settler photographs.
Fremantle History Society has introduced an
interesting column in its newsletter titled — ‘Treasures
from Trove’. As so much local history lies buried in
old newspapers and we now have a means of easy
access to it, this idea might be one that could appeal to
other societies.
Kalamunda & Districts Historical Society’s Bulletin
tells of the building work of a prominent early settler,
Albert John (Jack) Secrett, and his many buildings that
remain and some that are being demolished to make
way for suburban infill. The places that are
disappearing need to be remembered in this way
because, if they’re not, then the lives of those who
lived or worked in them also fades and we lose
important community history.
Maritime Heritage Association Journal provides
readers with the story of two recently recorded
watercolours by marine artist George R W Bourne
(1858-1910). Bourne served in the British merchant
marine before moving to Queensland, then South
Australia, and then Western Australia where he lived
and painted for the last thirteen years of his life. For
more of the story, see the Journal.
Maylands Historical & Peninsula Association has
become a network partner in Be Connected, a federal
government program aiming to get every Australian
online. The Association will provide trained digital
mentors who can help members and others in our
community use their computer or phone, or assist them
with tasks on the internet. Digital mentors can show
learners the online courses on the Be Connected
website, and answer any questions that they might have.
In Peelers Gazette, the WA Police Historical Society
tells the story of a long-serving police officer Jeremiah
John Jones whose mother was the proprietor of the
Glenrowan Inn and who was held hostage with the rest of
his family by the Kelly Gang in their last stand. With two
of his brothers, Jerry followed the gold to WA and all
became mounted policemen. Jerry stayed with the police
from 1901 until his death in 1932. He was promoted to
sergeant and served in several country stations including
Gnowangerup, Northampton and Merredin. It seems that
he enjoyed the job and did it well.

Western Australian Economic History
Summit, 6 February 2020
The University of Western Australia’s Australian
Studies Research Group and the Centre for WA
History have joined with Ljubljana University to hold
a summit exploring the economic history of Western
Australia from colonial times to the very recent past.
This summit, the first in a series, has accepted papers
examining topics such as economic transformations
from the Long Stagnation to the gold rushes, 20th
century rural development, socialism and economic
development, as well as some of the personalities
driving economic development over the past 190
years. The organising committee is keen to receive
more papers for consideration and all topics with a
connection to WA economic development,
management and policy are relevant.
The summit will be held at the UWA Business School
on 6 February, 9am-4pm. Registration is free and
lunch and refreshments are provided. A program is
available should you wish to receive it. Please register
your attendance and interest in receiving a program by
calling Grace Rosario on 0411 485 102 or emailing
her at grace.rosario@uwa.edu.au

Bound volumes of Early Days
Newly bound copies of volumes 10, 11 & 12 are
now available from the Bookshop at $75 per volume.
Also most other volumes, at various prices.
For enquiries, ring 9386 3841.
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Library News

Yellowdine Gold
Development Ltd was one of
the de Bernales group of
companies. With a 20-head
battery, the company mined
at Mt Palmer near Southern
Cross between 1935 (when
the nearby rail town of
Yellowdine was gazetted)
and 1944. Some gold was
alluvial but the main shaft
reached 500 feet. The mine
Yellowdine Gold Development Ltd,
employed 160 men at its peak
share certificate 1941.
and produced (at least)
155,375 ounces of gold. Labour shortages during the war
marked the end of the venture, with the site on
maintenance with one caretaker after 1944.
The Murchison Gold
Development Ltd with capital
of £450,000 was set up to
purchase the East Murchison
United (EMU) gold mine at
Lawlers and the Riverina
gold mine near Menzies from
de Bernales. The Riverina
saw some development work
and the building of a battery,
headframe and tramway but
activity halted with the war.
The Emu was more
successful, continuing to
produce until 1948 almost to
the end of de Bernales’
empire, which occurred in
1949 when Berwick Moreing
Murchison Gold Development Ltd
& Co. took over as liquidator.
certificate 1937.
Situated five kilometres west
of Laverton, the name
Gladiator Gold Mines also
refers to a couple of older
sites mined from 1895 by
different companies. In 1929
de Bernales floated a new
company in London to
develop the mine; work
began in 1936. He installed
elaborate overhead
machinery to reach a deeper
lode, a treatment plant, stamp
battery and mechanical
workshops, and employed
about 80 men. The mine
closed in 1942 and its
equipment was transferred to
Gladiator Gold Mines Ltd
other mines in the de
certificate 1938
Bernales group.
The Gladiator featured in a landmark court case between
de Bernales and disgruntled shareholders, fed up with his
manipulation of interlocking companies. Although
operated by a separate company, the mine was controlled
by another of de Bernales’ entities, Great Boulder Gold
Mining and Finance Ltd. Shareholders claimed collusion
between the companies to the detriment of individual
shareholders and in 1943 they won the case. The
companies went into liquidation.
Today Claude de Bernales is remembered as one of
Western Australia’s most famous and flamboyant mining
entrepreneurs. The old mine sites themselves are popular
with amateur prospectors, particularly during the school
holidays, and interesting information about them all may
be found on various websites.
Hilaire Natt

All that glitters…
Three impressive share certificates for gold mining
companies, which have been recently donated to the
Society by an anonymous donor, recall the glamour and
glitter of gold booms past in Western Australia. Dating
from the 1930s and 1940s, the companies – Murchison
Gold Development Limited, Gladiator Gold Mines
Limited and Yellowdine Gold Development Limited – no
longer exist but have colourful histories.
All were incorporated in WA and linked to controversial
mining tycoon Claude Albo de Bernales (1876-1963)
through his English company Great Boulder Mining and
Finance Limited, 341 Salisbury House, London Wall,
City of London. De Bernales, a man of great charm, good
looks and salesmanship, arrived in the goldfields in 1897
and gradually acquired numerous mining interests and
leases in Wiluna and Coolgardie, as well as the Kalgoorlie
Foundry in Boulder Road, which officially repaired
mining machinery. He became a successful mining
promoter and entrepreneur. His clever marketing
stimulated investment in WA mining, particularly from
London, and he set up a complex network of companies
on which his own wealth depended.
De Bernales’ two most successful mining operations were
at Wiluna and Yellowdine (near Southern Cross), both in
the 1930s. His success peaked in that decade when he
became a leader of WA gold mining. In 1930, as the
depression deepened, he launched a campaign to secure a
gold bonus, winning a federal government bounty of £1
an ounce on gold production. Here he is, fourth from left
in the front row of the gold bonus delegation he led to
lobby the federal government in Canberra in June 1930.

Gold bonus delegation, 1930. P2011.1051

In the 1930s de Bernales floated twenty new companies,
selling them gold leases in return for investment, thus
growing his mining empire into an ever more complex
financial web with his family companies at its centre. His
lifestyle was flamboyant, his spending amazing. He began
transforming Overton Lodge (now Cottesloe Civic
Centre) into a grand Mediterranean-style mansion in
sweeping grounds in 1936, and in 1937 built Perth’s
London Court. His London office was opulent. It’s not
surprising that writers described him as a larger than life
figure, a financial wizard according to the Coolgardie
Miner among others.
His good fortune ended with the close of the 1930s. The
onset of war, rising antagonism among other financiers
and rumours of sharp practices resulted in his companies
being forced into liquidation. He retreated to retirement in
England to end his days.
The three share certificates donated to the Society’s
collection are products of de Bernales’ zenith in the 1930s.
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Stories from the Storerooms

Soon after they disembarked they sat down, took out
the plate chest and had tea on the sand at Australind:
‘... water boiled and tea made and having fortunately
got our plate chest containing knives and forks tea cups
etc., we sat down to a welcome repast’ (Clifton Diary
BL A398). Louisa and Mary soon had their sketchpads
out, so we have the results of their early endeavours to
let us know how they filled their time when they were
not reading, visiting or playing music in the early years
at Australind.
The few pieces of embroidery and lace from the first
years of the colony that can be accurately dated
indicate a high level of competence and artistic
sensibility within the Clifton circle. Mary, who married
surveyor Harley Robert Johnston, an amateur wood
turner, was a lace maker. Queen Victoria's wedding
dress had been made of Honiton lace sprigs and set the
fashion for its revival. Georgiana Molloy, described
similar embroidered lace she had made: ‘have just
completed an elegant Pelerine for Lady C Bell ...
worked all over with small sprigs in imitation of
Honiton and sprigs like my veil in the three ends.’
The veil made by Mary Clifton for her sister Louisa’s
marriage in 1842 to George Eliot is of diamond net
appliquéd with sprigs of fine cambric in imitation of
Honiton lace. These are satin stitched on and sections
inside reworked as per Carrickmacross lace.
Photographed housed in a silver frame the lace has
now been removed to better conserve it.
Louisa’s account of her wedding was quoted by Edith
Cowan in Early Days in 1928 when writing about
women’s fashion:
I was beautifully dressed in a white merino dress,…
a white satin bonnet and most elegant fall (veil),
Mary’s needlework, and a really splendid embossed
white China crepe shawl, the gift of dear George,
and white satin shoes made in Australind!
She and her new husband then rode off on horseback in
a storm on a ten-mile ride that took three hours.
Although Louisa had changed into a riding habit it
must have been a challenging start to married life.

Sisterly love – Louisa Clifton’s veil

Piece of Louisa Clifton’s lace
wedding veil. MA 373

Mrs George Eliot, née Louisa
Clifton. P1999.1229

Mary Clifton made this small lace veil or ‘fall’ in
imitation Honiton lace for her sister Louisa’s wedding.
Mary (1822–1893) and Louisa Clifton (1814-1880)
arrived with their father Marshall Waller Clifton, agent
for the Western Australian Land Company settlement
at Australind, and their mother Quaker Elinor Bell,
cousin of Elizabeth Fry, in 1841. Louisa’s daughter M
G Eliot donated the veil to the Society in 1932 at the
request of Dircksey Cowan.
The Clifton family had lived in France prior to moving
to Western Australia and were typical of many of the
elite colonists. The daughters were educated with the
skills appropriate for gentlewomen — French
conversation, music, painting, embroidery, literature,
and dancing, together with knowledge of etiquette.
Louisa who had been somewhat reluctant to accompany
her parents so far from her civilised life, was nevertheless
quite delighted, writing in her diary on 3 April 1841 of
her arrival in Koombana Bay – their ‘Arcadia’:
The scene has been most beautiful; worthy of the
pencil of a Claude Lorraine – the moon and sky
dazzling bright, the sea glistening and perfectly
smooth, the outline of the shore dark and clear, the
lurid flash and curling grey of vermilion and yellow
of the fires throwing a bright redness over the scene,
investing it with a wildness congenial to the spot and
exciting to the imagination. (Clifton Diary BL A398.)

Bury Hill, pencil sketch attributed to Louisa. A1938.21

Louisa and George had eight surviving children and lived
for most of their married life at Bury Hill, Bunbury,
where George was Resident Magistrate. They moved to
Geraldton in 1870 where Louisa died in 1880.
Dr Dorothy Erickson

Postcard. Copy of hand coloured lithograph by Louisa Clifton
A view of Koombana Bay or Port Leschenault, Australind c1840s.
George Pitt Morison, photographer. P2014.800
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Mystery Photos - The carte de visite
The development of inexpensive carte de visite photography revolutionised popular portraiture in the late 1850s.
From 1846, when daguerreotype photographer Robert Hall visited Western Australia for eight days, photography
had required complex equipment on glass negatives and resulted in a single image.
The new process, patented by French photographer Andre Disderi in 1854, involved taking several portraits on a
single photographic plate, using a special camera that could produce multiple small paper prints. These were pasted
onto a card the size of the popular carte de visite or visiting card (2.5 x 4 inches), often with the photographer’s
details on the back. They were cheap and could be sent to reassure friends and relatives ‘back home’ or could be
collected and mounted in family photo albums. Their popularity, including as celebrity collectibles, such as early
photographs of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert at home, continued until 1900.
The four portraits below, from a once grand brown and gold album, are the work of prominent WA photographers in the
1860s, 1870s and 1880s and may have a connection with Geraldton and the mid-west. Although mostly Perth-based,
these photographers (such as James Manning Jnr, Alfred Chopin and Tasman Latimer) often travelled into country WA.
Hilaire Natt

Three women, possibly sisters,
two wearing medals, early 1880s.
Photographer: James Manning.

Young man in a suit, early 1880s.
Photographer: Alfred Chopin.

Young girl with embroidery.
Photographer: Tasman Latimer

Young couple, c1882.
Photographer: H Krueger, Bunbury.

Mystery photo solutions
This portrait labelled
‘Partner of James Linton
Snr’, published in the June
issue of History West, was
identified variously as well-known and influential
artist James W R Linton;
definitely not James W R
Linton; and possibly
another John/James
Linton, a landowner in
Rockingham. Many thanks
to Claire Johnston, Sylvia
Reed and Max Grunberg, a
collector of the work of
James W R Linton. Max
believes it may be early
partner silversmith Arthur Cross. We will let you know
if we make a positive identification.

hospital from 1920 under midwife Annie Jane Clune,
or ‘Nurse Sheedy’. The hospital advertised ‘homely
accommodation for ladies’ with ‘fresh milk from own
cows’. Some patients, particularly Italians and
Yugoslavs, traded fresh fish or vegetables in return for
accommodation. Jack Sheedy, grandson and famous
footballer, estimated that his grandmother must have
delivered half of Fremantle’s people. (Fremantle
Cemetery Heritage Walk Trail, 21 Annie Clune).

Thanks also to Christine Elaine of the City of
Cockburn and Betty Shepherd of Cockburn Historical
Society for more news of ‘Ocean View’ in South
Fremantle, including its ‘herstory’ as a maternity
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Book Reviews

Whaling was a cruel business. The maternal instinct of
the female humpback made her ‘particularly
vulnerable’. Whalers attacked calves and when their
‘grief-stricken mothers’ refused to leave they were also
killed. ‘Faithful companions’ would remain, often
being wounded themselves, and young whales stayed
around the ship ‘for hours after their parents had been
killed’. Whaling off Western Australia has now rightly
ceased, but its story should not be forgotten. This book
provides a comprehensive, detailed and fascinating
record of its presence.

Tim Blue, Whale Hunters of the West: whaling
off WA in the 19th century, Blue Chip
Productions, Willoughby NSW, 2018. In
Library & Bookshop $39.
Reviewer: Heather Campbell
Tim Blue’s detailed story of
whaling off the West
Australian coast has many
facets. It details the hunting
and harpooning of
humpback and sperm
whales – a difficult and
dangerous process in
colonial days – and also the
unsavoury processing of
blubber into valuable ‘liquid
gold’ which kept the wheels
of industry turning and
lamps alight. Baleen
(commonly known as
whalebone) of the southern right whales was even more
valuable, contributing to the quality of life by serving as
buggy whips, umbrella ribs and collar stays. For the
fashion conscious, whalebone corsets reduced the size
of women’s waists to the requirements of the day. Oil
and baleen were valuable, much sought-after
commodities and fortunes could be made. It was not
surprising therefore that West Australians had to
compete with large fleets from the United States and
France in their quest for whales and this rivalry is
effectively discussed.

Pamela Statham Drew and A M (Tony) Clack,
York, Western Australia: A Documentary
History, Pandorus Publications, 2018. In
Library & Bookshop $70.

Reviewer: Ian Berryman
Most towns and shires in
rural and regional
Western Australia have
been the subject of a
published history, often
sponsored by the local
council. Oddly enough,
York is a major exception.
Even though it was the
first inland area to be
settled following the
founding of the Swan
River colony in 1829,
there is as yet no history
comparable to Donald
Garden’s Northam (1979) or Rica Erickson’s Toodyay
and Old Newcastle (1974).

The interaction and relationship between the whalers
and the colony’s residents is a fascinating story.
‘Liberty ashore meant wild times for crews’ and three
grog shops at Geographe Bay were flourishing in 1856.
Deserters were ‘a near constant concern for captains’
but, when the Mentor from New London visited
Flinders Bay in 1840, ‘all hands’ were soon talking
about Captain Baker and sixteen-year-old Charlotte
Heppingstone. Their complaints included setting up
‘posy beds’ for her and a boat dedicated to her use.
Mentor finally set sail for its home-port carrying
passengers, including Charlotte, however ‘for reasons
that can only be guessed at’, she disembarked at Cape
Town. The log records: ‘This is not the first time that
she has caused a disturbance in the ship – she has made
a deal of trouble fore and aft’. Charlotte subsequently
married Robert Brown, third mate on the Mentor,
several years later.

York, by Pamela Statham Drew and the late Tony
Clack, is a welcome addition to the literature on York.
As Dr Statham Drew says in the Introduction, York is
not a history, but ‘a series of documents from various
sources that would present an eye-witness account of
the past events that shaped the town’. Unfortunately,
Tony Clack died before the book was finished, and
Pamela, assisted by other scholars and researchers, had
the task of completing the manuscript and organising
its publication.
The documents, which cover the period from 1831 to
2018, are from a diverse range of sources: newspapers,
official correspondence, printed books, and private
letters and diaries. The authors have provided
explanatory notes and commentaries on the documents,
and there are numerous illustrations, in both colour and
black and white. The book, of 370 pages, is printed on
heavy matte paper, which was necessary because of the
many illustrations.

Sources used for the book are extensive and varied.
Log-books, newspapers and letters encompassing half
a century provide vignettes into hard lives hunting
whales, fierce competition and rich rewards. Aside
from the expected and unpredictable hazards of life at
sea, there are stories of whaleboats being ‘towed by a
whale for hours’, of harpooned whales lunging and
cracking boats ‘wide open’ and of a life where danger
and death were ever present.

York will interest general readers and tourists, and also
historians and students, who will find it a useful
reference book.
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women by WA pastoralists and the removal of children
from their families. She wrote incessantly despite
suffering bouts of debilitating ill health. An intensely
private person, she attracted staunch admirers, but
made powerful enemies in government and in agencies
supposedly responsible for Aboriginal protection and
welfare. Mary could be warm and caring to her charges
but uncompromising in her quest for justice for them.
Capable of a deep loving-kindness, she was also
prickly and judgemental, alienating influential allies
like Bessie Rischbieth and members of the Women’s
Services Guilds. She fell out with Mt Margaret Mission
head, Rod Schenk, who accused her of needlessly
stirring up dissent. Her intractability is illustrated by
the fact that when Mary became estranged from her
family 1919, she resolutely ignored her only sister’s
overtures, the latest being three months before Mary’s
death at the age of 80 in Kalgoorlie Hospital.
Sue Taffe’s clear-eyed yet empathetic portrayal of an
extraordinary woman is a compelling read. My only
criticism is that the book might have benefitted from
further editing as there is some repetition (for instance,
a quote on page 344 is repeated almost word for word
on page 392). But this is a minor quibble and possibly
difficult to avoid, given Taffe’s decade of meticulous
research to bring Mary’s story to such vivid life.

Sue Taffe, A white hot flame: Mary
Montgomerie Bennett – author, educator, activist
for Indigenous justice, Clayton Vic., Monash
University Publishing, 2018. In Library.
Reviewer: Jennie Carter
Mary Montgomerie Bennett was
described by her friend and
admirer, Doris Bekh, as ‘like a
white hot flame … such
singleness of mind – utter
unselfishness’. Sue Taffe has
deftly expanded on this image
and given us an impressively
detailed biography which
captures the brilliance,
complexity, dedication, and
conflicted humanity of her
subject.
Mary Bennett was born in London on 8 July 1881 the
eldest child of Robert Christison, a wealthy
Queensland squatter, and his wife Mary. As a three
year old living with her mother and sister in NSW, she
became close to her Aboriginal nursemaid, Wyma,
whom her father had sent down from his Queensland
property, Lammermoor. From the age of six to twelve,
Mary and her siblings lived with their mother in
England but, after their return to Australia, she had five
idyllic winters at Lammermoor, spending time with
Wyma and the Dalleburra station workers, whose
country Robert Christison had usurped.
Mary returned to a comfortable existence in England
and on her father’s death in 1915, received an
independent income which she used throughout her life
to further her activism on behalf of Aboriginal people.
At the age of 33 she married Charles Bennett, a captain
of the P&O line, who was 25 years her senior. By all
accounts the marriage was a happy one, if childless
because of Mary’s diabetes.
Mary idolised her father and wrote Christison of
Lammermoor, which she styled ‘a romantic history’. It
was while preparing the book for publication in 1927
that she read about the 1926 Forrest River massacre
and was horrified enough to add extra chapters
highlighting the dire situation of Aboriginal people in
Australia. Mary’s husband died a month after the book
was published and, to deal with her grief, she threw
herself into various religious and social causes, notably
the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection Society
(ASAPS), an organisation to which she remained
committed for the remainder of her life. It was her zeal
to improve the lot of people who she characterised as
‘the most wronged at our hands’ that drove her, at the
age of 50, to leave England for Australia, finally
settling at the remote Mount Margaret Mission on
Wongatha country. Always practical, she brought with
her spinning wheels and weaving looms and taught
Aboriginal girls and their mothers to use them. She
also developed a method of education which was
highly successful, to the extent her pupils often won
prizes and several went on to distinguished careers in
nursing and education.
Sue Taffe skilfully charts Mary’s awakening
conscience, nurtured by her deep religious conviction,
and her journey from privileged daughter to selfless
missionary to gifted teacher to fighter for human rights
for dispossessed Aboriginal families. For most of her
life, Mary railed against the sexual abuse of Aboriginal

Criena Fitzgerald, Shattered Ideals and Fractured
Identities: Western Australia to Yugoslavia and
back 1948-1955, Criena Fitzgerald, Perth, 2018.
In Library & Bookshop $55.
Reviewer: Lenore Layman
This lively book tells of a large
group of West Australians who
had earlier migrated from
Slovenia, Croatia, Dalmatia,
Bosnia Herzegovina,
Montenegro and Serbia and
who decided to return with their
children to their old homeland
to help build the new
Yugoslavia in the aftermath of
World War II. Over 500 people
sailed in 1948 full of
excitement and hope on the SS
Partizanka and SS Radnik.
They arrived to find a war-torn and poverty-stricken
country, one that was surprisingly alien to them. As
Criena’s title states, many of their ideals and dreams
were shattered and their identity as Australians often
conflicted with the demands of a newly forming
European state trying to establish itself in the midst of
an emerging Cold War.
Most very soon realised that they wanted to return to
family, friends and places they had left behind in WA
and so began the often prolonged and inevitably
difficult process of return. Neither politics nor
bureaucracy made that return easy for them.
Too often we see migration as a once-off decisive action.
Here the reality of fractured identities and lives is laid
bare. Wonderful oral testimonies fill the book, the stories
personal and engaging, bringing the history to life.
I recommend this book to all readers of history - it tells
a previously untold history using the voices of those
who were there, giving vibrancy to the narrative.
Personal photographs add to a sense of being there. It
is a book full of life.
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Ciara Rawnsley & Robert White (eds), The New
Fortune Theatre: That Vast Open Stage, UWA
Publishing, Crawley, 2018. In Library.

years since its inception. However performances have
not been limited to drama. Musical presentations
ranged from a solo guitarist to a Monteverdi choral
work. Dance productions have also been successfully
staged there.

Reviewer: Dr Trisha Kotai Ewers
Incorporated in the newly
built Arts building at the
University of Western
Australia, the New Fortune
Theatre opened in 1964 with
a performance of
Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’.
This erudite and entertaining
book explores the many
aspects involved in creating
the theatre. The result is a
well-ordered collection of
nineteen chapters from
academics, producers,
dramatists, student and
professional actors and producers, all of whom had an
active connection with the theatre or the modern
enthusiasm for constructing replicas of Elizabethan
theatres. Although there have been reconstructions such
as Sam Wannamaker’s Globe in London, and the series
of Pop-Up Globes, UWA’s New Fortune Theatre is ‘the
mother of them all’, according to Robert White.

Academics with a special interest in drama history and
current drama studies provide the reader with several
essays on the background of Elizabethan theatre. While
tending to be very technical these writings expand the
background against which to understand the
importance of this specific theatre.

The broad sweep of authors enriches readers’
understanding of this significant addition to the
building. Chapters include early articles in the
University journal Westerly and the Arts review The
Critic from the 1960s-1970s; oral histories; lecture
performances (Aarne Neeme); and academic theses such
as Collin O’Brien’s Master of Arts thesis that explores
‘current theories of staging in the Elizabethan public
playhouses’ in the light of O’Brien’s experiences of the
New Fortune Theatre. Appropriately the book is
dedicated to O’Brien (1934-2017) as he knew the
theatre in his varied roles as student actor, director,
observer, and researcher. For 27 years until his
retirement O’Brien was a Senior Lecturer in English at
UWA. His wife, artist and writer Philippa O’Brien,
created many of the posters used to advertise
performances at the theatre and some of these are
included in the insert of glossy colour pages in the
middle of the book.

For me this book was particularly fascinating for
several reasons. I graduated from UWA just two years
before the theatre was opened, so many of the lecturers
and actors mentioned were part of my university years.
And later as a French teacher, when preparing my Year
12 students for TEE French oral exams, I always
ensured that they knew the word ‘paon’ (peacock) and
that they understood that the wild shrieks they might
hear were the resident peacocks and not some
desperate French student!

Robert Lines’ image for the book cover encapsulates
the vastness of the stage, the proximity of the audience
and the typical appearance of one of the peacocks
which have taken up residence in the theatre precinct.
Originally intended to grace the Great Court and the
surrounds of Winthrop Hall, the birds made several
escapes before settling in the new Arts building.
Writing of ‘Beautiful Mutants’, the most avant garde
of performances at the theatre, producers David
Williams and Barrie Laing discussed the resident
peacocks which appeared in all performances as,
‘exquisitely languorous and bejewelled onlookers,
uncharacteristically silent, taking up various positions
on the balconies like baroque azure extras quietly
performing an-other audience.’

Peter B Birch, Poverty, Boats & Gold: The Story
of William Lawrence Snr: An AmericanAustralian Pioneer, The Author, 2019. In
Library & Bookshop $29.
Reviewer: R D Nicholson
Peter Birch’s book was launched recently at Stirling
House by RWAHS President Bob Nicholson, and
History West is pleased to publish an abridged version
of his speech to let members who could not attend the
launch know of this interesting publication.

Architect Marshall Clifton (1903-1975) had the task of
designing the new Arts building to contain the theatre.
Professor of English, Allan Edwards (1909-1993) was
the mastermind behind the theatre with the aim of
enabling the production of ‘the kind of plays we think of
as dramatic masterpieces’. One of Australia’s most
celebrated writers, Dorothy Hewett, in a collection of
her essays, wrote that it ‘is impossible to write
“ordinary” characters for such a stage’. Her essay
contains many interesting reflections on the challenges
of writing for performance on ‘such a vast stage’.

William Lawrence Snr is aptly
described as ‘an AmericanAustralian Pioneer’ and the
book’s title pithily tells the life
story of this pioneer. It started
in poverty, the apparent motive
for his departure from the
USA, describes his successful
life in boat building, and
concludes with his fixation on
the discovery of gold. The only
omission from the title is
crime, for which this pioneer

The close working relationship between the theatre and
UWA students in the Graduate and Undergraduate
Dramatic Societies, as well as Festival of Perth
productions becomes clear in Grant Malcolm’s
overview of performances at the New Fortune in the 55
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suffered a conviction, perhaps even wrongly.
Some years ago my parents took me to the Albany
whaling station when it was in full production. The
descriptions in the chapter on ‘Life in a Whaling Boat’
have more meaning for me as a result. The sufferings of
the men being dragged by a panicked, suffering whale
struck home. When the vessel the Florida anchored in
King George Sound in February 1844 and William
jumped ship to begin ‘The Perilous Trek to Perth’ the
deal was done and I was aboard for the rest of the story.
The author enhanced his story with maps and
illustrations taken from early records. After William’s
arrival in Perth he ‘headed for the Halfway House
alehouse, leased and run by Samuel Caporn.’ This was
located on Point Walter and was the site of the Caporn
boat building business. Then follows the story of
William’s successful boat building career with the
Caporns and his marriage to Bessie Caporn. The reader
is then plunged into his conviction for robbery of
sovereign coins. All that makes even more miraculous
his re-establishment as a successful boat builder on the
shore of the Swan River on Bazaar Terrace below the
Perth Boys School after 1860. His work in Lawrence &
Son and in its successor W & S Lawrence established
William on the Perth scene, allowed him to become a
property owner, and resulted in him re-establishing
contact with his American family as well as attaining
citizenship here.
There was only one temptation remaining for William
to face. It came with the discovery of gold. William,
now a man of means, put money into supporting
prospecting teams and buying shares in companies
engaged in the search for gold. None succeeded in any
significant way. Yet years later a letter to the editor of
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the West Australian newspaper after William’s death
testified that ‘thanks to his untiring zeal and his lavish
expenditure in fitting out prospecting parties, not only
were new tracts of country thoroughly explored, but
rich specimens unearthed, showing that the precious
metal actually existed, and calling the attention, not
only of the residents in the colony but of the other
colonies and the old country, to the glorious
possibilities existing’.
The book does not end there. It goes on to talk of the
inadequacies in William’s estate, of the lives of some
of his relatives and the boats that survived so long on
the river next to which they were constructed.
This was indeed a pioneering life. It is well researched
in the early records of the colony and leaves no stone
unturned, focussing on one person’s life and failures
and achievements in times that are in part difficult to
imagine. Peter Birch has done a very good job in
putting this story together.

Our next Second Hand Book Sale will be held on
4-5 April 2020. Please bring any books you no
longer want to Stirling House or call the Office on
9386 3841 to arrange a pick up. All books, except
textbooks and encyclopedias, are wanted. Many
thanks in anticipation.
If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by
email, please contact us (9386 3841 or
admin@histwest.org.au with your email address, and
save money and trees by receiving it online!

