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A NEW FUTURE, A NEW HOME
A COMMUNITY HISTORY CENTRE
The Planning Committee is
pleased to show you our
recently printed brochure with
the vision for the proposed new
building on our present site. The
brochure will be used for
approaching potential donors.
The front page above is a
concept drawing to meet the
needs of the Society into the
future – an exciting and
transformational image. Inside
the brochure we outline ‘who
we are’, our collection and
highlight the vision of what a
new building could achieve for
all West Australians.
Chaney Architecture has
provided the concept and
interior space design based on a
brief produced by Michael
Croudace, architect, in
consultation with our volunteer
groups, especially the museum,
library and bookshop. We have also undertaken a
Community Consultation process. Many professionals
have given pro bono hours towards this planning
process. It has required participation and contributions
from a town-planning consultant (member Neil Foley),
architects, building planners, engineers, quantity
surveyors and business planners – a most responsive
and supportive group.

What is happening now? The Nedlands City Council is
preparing for its next round of community consultation
on its proposed new draft Town Planning Scheme No.
3 which has been granted approval to be advertised by
the WA Planning Commission. This affects how many
storeys might be built on our corner block.
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Consultation is likely to take a
minimum of three months.
After the Council considers the
submissions and makes any
changes, the draft scheme then
returns to the Planning
Commission for approval by
the Minister. We now have our
building plans ready for when
this official process is
complete. The Society is
planning a launch of a
fundraising campaign and in
the meantime our CHC
Planning Committee has been
briefing individuals on the
proposed new building and
future vision for the Society. If
you would like a personal
briefing on the plans please
contact me at the office.
The Society is in the process of
approving a Naming Rights
Policy and a Giving Tier for
donations with a Pledge-giving process. We are
fortunate to have raised $50,000 through a ‘soft
campaign’ within our membership and look forward
to much more. We need to support our own Society
to encourage others – a little given (the cost of a daily
cup of coffee) by all members for say four years can
be critical to our future.
On your behalf I would like to thank the planning
committee for their dedicated contribution – John
Shepherd, Kevin Skipworth, Ian MacLeod, Richard
Offen together with our President Robert Nicholson
and Chair of Council Lennie McCall. Other recent
committee contributors have been members Nick
Drew, Lorraine Tholet and Diane Macpherson.
Sally Anne Hasluck
Chair, CHC Planning Committee

Holiday Closure
The Society will close at 5pm on Thursday 21 December & re-open on Monday 8 January.

Council News
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History in the City

At its meeting held on 9 November business included
the following where Council

Earlier this year, David Brown gave us an interesting talk
on the beginnings of trams in Perth. His talk on
7 November concerned the later period, after the
government took over the trams and then introduced
trolley buses. The discovery of gold had brought increased
population to Perth and a need for public transport. The
tramway system was centred on Perth and brought
workers into the city. Large department stores were
opening and so trams were also in demand for shoppers.
Roads were unsealed at the time and water was needed
to keep them in good condition. Unfortunately, as the
water was salty, this led to damage to the train tracks.
As the population grew, suburbs grew and trams
expanded into more districts - to Inglewood, Mt
Lawley, Subiaco, and along Mounts Bay Road to the
Nedlands Baths. There was even a tram across the
Causeway to Perth Zoo. Extensions spread to North
Perth, Osborne Park, Victoria Park and Leederville.
David illustrated his talk with photos of the old trams,
some with just four wheels, and later with eight
wheels. It was interesting to see the overhead wire
loops to allow a tram to reverse. Passing another tram
could mean waiting at a double loop. We saw many
photos of early trams, one of which, No 66, has been
preserved and can be seen at Whiteman Park. This was
a very interesting talk and many of the audience had
tales to tell of their days of tram travel.

• welcomed new members – Tess Beckett,
Brendon Cook, Lynn Deering & Simon Ashby,
Walter & Adelphe King, Diane Steedman,
Tony & Pat Stroud;
• welcomed advice of Affiliated Societies
Committee that Anne Marie-Meredith, SwanGuildford, & Graham Grundy, Irwin Districts, will
represent Affiliates on Council for 2017/18;
• endorsed the JM Wright Preservation Costume
Project and Planning Document;
• discussed and endorsed the proposed Community
History Centre Naming Rights Policy;
• accepted the donation by The Hon Nicholas Hasluck
AM of the Forrest/ North archival collections
through the Australian Cultural Gifts Program;
• reported on a tour of the Karrakatta Cemetery’s
Renewal project with Andrew Fox, A/Client Services
Director, and accepted brochures on the Cemetery
Renewal and Historical Walk Trails for members;
• expressed thanks to the Society’s Honorary
Architect, Alice Steedman, for her advice and help
on building matters with best wishes on her
appointment as a Heritage Architect to a leading
Sydney Architects’ firm.
Lennie McCall

RWAHS Refresh Project
We are grateful for the generous Community program
of Bunnings of Claremont Store which has enabled the
Society’s Kitchen to be repainted. Council extended its
appreciation to Bunnings of Claremont’s Chris and Jeff,
Start Consulting Pty Ltd’s Danielle Dinse for her
company’s initiation of this project and to member Paul
Marshall for overseeing the project. Our Volunteer team
selected the colour scheme and cleared the kitchen for
the task. The colour scheme in white and blue looks
amazing on our Facebook page. So please call in or
have a look on facebook.com/histwest

Trams in Hay Street

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of
each month from March to December. Our first talk for
2018 will be on 7 March and given by Roy Stall on the
West Australian Navy – HMAS Diamantina – the
contribution of the ship to the State. Join us at 2pm at the
Citiplace Community Centre on Perth Railway
Concourse. Donation $5 with afternoon tea, all welcome.

Our next refresh project is a Paper Storage Reassessment.

Lorraine Tholet

Early Days

Our next Second Hand
Book Sale will be held
on 7-8 April 2018. Please
bring any books you no
longer want to Stirling
House or call the Office
on 9386 3841 to arrange a
pick up. Many thanks in
anticipation.

Your journal is available for collection at the
Christmas Party or at Stirling House. We hope you
enjoy reading its many interesting articles.
Please note that the address given for iPrintplus in the
issue is incorrect. The correct address is –
Unit 18/15 Carbon Court Osborne Park.
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Earlier this year the Society was overwhelmed to receive the wonderful news of a donation of $226,000 from the
beneficiaries of the estate of Jennifer Mary Wright. It is a very generous gift from the estate in memory of a former
committee member and volunteer whom many of us remember with affection and respect.
Jenny was an active member of the Museum Committee for seven years.
From 2002 to 2008 Jenny worked to index, wrap and store the framed
photograph collection (a long and painstaking task), assisted with displays,
schools visits, and acted as Keeper of the Records. She was our host at
Open Days and also worked at caring for and sorting the embroideries
collection and indexing the textile collection. In 2007-08 Jenny took on the
role of Embroideries Co-ordinator and Framed Photographs Co-ordinator.
For the next two years Jenny continued to receive the minutes of meetings
and, although not physically able to contribute, remained interested in
what was happening and called in to visit from time to time. As a book
donor, seller and buyer at the regular secondhand book sales Jenny’s
interest in the Society never waned.
Through this bequest, it has been decided to establish the Jennifer Wright
Jenny Wright
Costume Preservation Project.
The Society started collecting in 1926 and now holds a costume collection of state and national significance. The
dates of items in the collection range from the mid-18th century through to the 21st century. The majority of the
collection is 20th century and includes uniforms, male and female costume (day, wedding and evening), children's
wear, underwear, fashion accessories of hats, shoes, fans, umbrellas and handbags. There are approximately 2500+
items in the costume collection. A Statement of Significance for the collection has been completed and this project
builds upon its recommendations.
Presently there are too many costumes stored in individual boxes. These need to be repacked across a number of
boxes according to the size and condition of the costume. During the process of repacking or racking, each item
will be inspected, its condition state and conservation requirements recorded, its record checked and re-accessioned
if necessary, photographed, and the new record with the image placed on the database. The project will be guided
by best national practice at all times.
This project will be carried out over a number of years but the initial work will occur over a three-year period with
ongoing elements into the future. This particularly relates to the individual costume conservation required.
The immediate improved storage conditions for the collection and
therefore its preservation, as well as a deeper knowledge of the
collection, will enable conservation needs to be planned into the future.
The public will have access online for research and enjoyment. It will
be an improved tool for planning exhibitions. In the future within a new
building for the Society this work will be the kernel of a Costume
Research Centre.
Grants will be researched to support elements of the project process as
available funds can be used if necessary in conjunction with volunteer
hours as the contribution of the Society within a grant structure.
Jenny’s gift has been a highlight of 2017 and will enable these
outcomes to be achieved. We remember Jenny with gratitude and
affection, and this gift will give her memory a continuing physical
presence at the Society.
our awareness of the problems caused by inadequate
storage facilities and overcrowding, making it very clear
that the Society’s significant costume collection was in
great need of a Preservation Needs Assessment.
Dr Ian MacLeod, of Heritage Conservation Solutions
(formerly Executive Director of Fremantle and
Maritime Heritage, WA Museum) and Rinske Car of
Denmark River Textile Conservation Studio, have
agreed to undertake the Assessment. The completion of
the Preservation Needs Assessment will make us
eligible to apply for further funding that, if successful,
will enable us to make inroads into the Assessment
report’s recommendations. We are fortunate to have
such a highly skilled and experienced team to examine
our collection and advise us on its future care.
Val Hutch, Museum Convenor

We are pleased to
announce the
success of our
application for
assistance for a
Preservation Needs
Assessment in the
form of a $4,500
Community
Heritage Grant from the National Library of Australia.
Late in 2015, when evidence of pest infestation and
mould (due to a roof leak) was found in the Society’s
costume collection, we undertook an inspection of the
whole of that collection. Over several months each of the
220+ boxes was examined and repacked. This reinforced
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Interesting Day Trip to
Fairbridge Farm
Mt Claremont Primary School’s 100th anniversary
celebration was held on 22 October. The school was
formerly Graylands Primary School but changed its
name to Mt Claremont in 2007. The school asked the
Society if we would be so kind as to put on a display of
photographs of the Claremont area and of Perth in
those intervening years. Although the exhibition team
had had a hectic time preparing for our re-entry into
the Royal Show we decided we could manage
Claremont even in the short time available.

On a cold wet Monday morning, early, 36 members
gathered outside Stirling House to board Elite Tours
Phar Lap, the coach that would take us south to
Fairbridge Farm. This is the Farm School that Kingsley
Fairbridge founded in 1913 to teach British orphans
farming skills so they could become farm labourers and
eventually own farms themselves. In little over an hour
we arrived – even though the opposite side of the
Freeway was hardly moving. Kevin, our intrepid coach
driver, served morning tea in a shelter just outside the
main dining room, then it was back onto the bus for a
tour around the Farm School with guide Scott.

On the day the predicted storm did not arrive and we
were blessed with a lovely sunny day. Excellent display
boards were provided in a bright stand-alone building
with lots of space and good natural light so essential for
the photographs to be successfully viewed.
Barbara Melvin was able to supply us with a Mt
Claremont school class photograph from year 1918 as
a good centre piece. One lady recognised her
grandmother in the photo. Others said they were the
third generation of their family to attend the school and
that they still lived in the area. Another former student
said that, when she attended, the land opposite the
school (cnr Alfred Rd and Davies Rd ) was just bush
and sandhills with a few cows on it.

We were driven past the various cottages where the
boys and girls were housed (separately) with a cottage
mother, and the schoolrooms where primary school
aged students were taught, the older ones attending
Pinjarra High School with which there is still a close
relationship. The schoolrooms and other buildings are
still used for classes in carpentry, electrics, plumbing,
industrial design, farming and domestic arts.
The Farm School ceased operations as a home for
orphans in 1983 when the land was sold to Alcoa.
Since then it has been rented back by Fairbridge WA
Inc. and used for school camps, wedding parties,
special schooling and as a tourist attraction.
We pulled up outside a
magnificent brick chapel, built
in 1931 with money gifted to
Kingsley Fairbridge. He
unfortunately died aged only
39 and is buried on the
property. His wife Ruby and
sons carried on the work,
which is explained in detail in
a well-kept museum nearby.

There was much interest in our selection of photos so
Dave Melvin was kept busy answering questions. Our
pen and ink table kept Marsha Sullivan on her toes
showing eight and nine year olds how to hold a pen.
Our next exhibition will be in-house at Stirling House
on Saturday 11 November. It will be a good chance for
members to drop in for a cuppa and peruse the
Bookshop, catch up with other members and see some
outstanding photographs.
Kerry Eivers

At mid-day we boarded the bus again bound for
Waroona where a three-course lunch waited us. Then it
was a very windy trip back to Nedlands, everyone on
the bus reflecting and commenting on all we had seen
in a truly fascinating excursion.
Pamela Statham Drew
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Sketching the colony:
Edmund DuCane’s lively
observations

government officials, a Chinese cook, Aboriginal men
in irons, a sailor being flogged. He was democratic in
his choice of subject. His wit was sharp – two sketches
side by side were titled “Blackfellow Corroboree.
Whitefellow Corroboree”. Some of his sketches were
rendered more fully in watercolour – coastal profiles,
romantic landscapes and incidents that particularly
interested him.

Philippa O’Brien’s morning talk on 25 November
was a delight, presenting us with the riches of
DuCane’s sketches and an exploration of their context
and meaning. We were also privileged to see a
selection of the actual sketches which Alexandra
Hasluck collected for her book on DuCane, titled
Royal Engineer, and which are now in the possession
of her son Nicholas Hasluck. Thank you Nick and Sally
Anne for sharing them with us. The Society was proud
to host Philippa’s fascinating talk and here is a taste
for those of you who could not attend.

One of these was titled “THE MEMORABLE
PROGRESS of ‘THE BUFFER’ to the Eglinton
Wreck”. The Perth Gazette of 10 September 1852
reported that “a numerous party of gentlemen
proceeded on horseback” to provide relief to those
shipwrecked, and DuCane has amusingly sketched one
of these gentlemen in full flight!

Edmund DuCane (1830-1903) received a commission
as second lieutenant in the Royal Engineers in 1848 and
his first job was as assistant superintendent of the
foreign side of the Great Exhibition of 1851. He
volunteered for service as a Royal Engineer in Western
Australia to undertake engineering work for the convict
system and lived in the colony from 1851 to 1856.
Following an expedition to Champion Bay with the
Governor in January 1852, DuCane was placed in
charge of the districts of Guildford, York and Toodyay
and took up residence at Guildford, building a house for
himself there. (The residence at 14 Meadow Street is
now on the State Heritage Register). He took his work
seriously and was good at it, adding a personal touch
where he could; for instance growing roses around
Guildford Bridge which he planned and supervised.
The dashing young officer cut quite a swathe through
colonial society and seems to have enjoyed his time
here, both the place and people. Observing the
colonists entertained him as his many witty sketches
indicate. He joined enthusiastically in amateur
theatricals but regretted that there was no one in the
colony with whom he could discuss ideas and
encourage him to read the books he needed to read to
extend his knowledge. He seems to have been both a
serious and social young man. He married Mary
Dorothea, daughter of Georgiana Molloy, in July 1855
and in the following year they departed for life in
England where he made a successful career as a prison
administrator, and rose to become Sir Edmund
DuCane, Major-General (retired).
He loved to sketch the world around him and so we
have a wonderful parade of colonial life which is a
valuable record of mid-century 1andscapes and people.
Philippa showed us many images of these sketches,
mostly quick drawings of fellow officers and

A particularly interesting painting titled “Guildford
WA 1855” pictures DuCane and an Aboriginal couple
watching his new bride Mary “performing Yundalup
dance. Native woman to DuCane: ‘That your womany.
My word! You lucky fellow’ and to Mary ‘I give you
shilling, you learn em me that dance’”. The friendly
interchange and relaxed communication pictured in the
sketch are ones rarely shown in discussions of 19th
century Aboriginal-settler relations.
Our thanks to Philippa for a wonderful talk.
If you would like to find out more about DuCane,
consult Royal Engineer by Alexandra Hasluck,
published in 1973 by Angus and Robertson. The book
is in the Library.
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mother, would remember all their lives. The tour of
Australia and New Zealand also inspired the famous
Pavlova meringue dessert and the ongoing debate
about whether it was invented in New Zealand in
1920s or by chef Ben Sachse at the Palace Hotel in
Perth in 1935.

Library News
This fleeting life: In praise of ephemera
One of the most intriguing Library categories is the
eclectic collection of printed material classed as
‘Ephemera’. From the Greek epi hermera, meaning to
last no more than a day, the term can also apply to
short-lived insects, such as the mayfly, and flowers,
notably that old favourite the day lily or haemerocallus.
Printed ephemera consists of published single sheets or
documents meant to be thrown away after one use, and
includes menus, invitations, programmes, dance cards,
tickets, postcards and sometimes collectibles such as
greeting cards, memorabilia and even airsickness bags.
Ephemera are often of considerable historic interest
and some libraries hold major collections. Here are
some examples from the Society’s library, several from
the Clifton family collection.

Invitations
Invitations in all their diversity also
feature, ranging from the functional
and formal to the humorous and
informal, such as this children’s party
invitation from Anne and Mary Leake
to Edmund Clifton’s daughter
Penelope.

For Edmund and his sister
there was an invitation to
the Masque & Domino
Ball, with Cotillion, at St
George’s Hall on 10
October 1912 (‘domino’
meaning cloak or fancy
costume) from an
organising committee including Lady Hackett.

Dance programmes
A kind of social booking system,
dance programmes were all the
rage at balls, parties and school
dances in the first half of the 20th
century – as some readers may
recall with mixed emotions. How
quickly your card filled was a
measure of social success.

Formal and elaborate
invitations, heavy with
gilt and symbolism,
summoned leading
citizens to significant
State occasions such as
the Australia-wide
Federation
celebrations in 1901.

Programmes for concerts and other
entertainments:
Public concerts and performances
were an important feature of life in
Western Australia and surviving
programmes give us an insight
into how settlers passed their time
as well as their cultural and
community values. The coronation
of King George V and Queen
Mary on 23 June 1911, an
important state occasion, was
marked by a Gala Concert and a
particularly elaborate programme. It is covered in
white satin and features coloured portraits of the
monarchs inlaid in fine card. The concert, at His
Majesty’s Theatre, featured several leading soloists
with the 37-member Perth Symphony Orchestra and a
massed choir of over 100 voices. Elgar’s Coronation
Ode was performed as well as rousing patriotic songs
such as Rule Britannia and Land of Hope and Glory.

Other categories
These include menus, sale brochures, invoices,
programmes to fashion parades, tickets and awards.
There are many examples in the Society’s private
papers collection. The Society also has a substantial
postcard collection, sometimes classed as ephemera.
The award below
was given to
Dircksey Cowan at
the First Australian
Exhibition of
Women’s Work held
in Western Australia
in 1907. Details are
not specified in the
local press, but
possibly it was for
her fine botanical drawings, some of which are held by
the Society.

Also in the collection are
mementos of performances by
famous stars and international
celebrities. Of particular interest
is the Perth visit of the Russian
star Anna Pavlova and her
company, who performed at His
Majesty’s Theatre on 11 and 12
July 1929. Seeing Pavlova’s
interpretation of Fokine’s ‘The
Swan’ was an experience that
many, including my ballet-loving

Ephemera may seem trivial, marking as they do what is
transient, but these single sheets and documents give us
insights into the lives of Western Australians and the
times in which they lived. They enhance our study and
enjoyment of history and celebrate the minutiae of
daily life.

Hilaire Natt, Library volunteer
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Tying the Knot

the bridal pair, cheering them on their way until they
left for their honeymoon. This tradition faded as the
population grew and wedding parties began driving to
church in pony traps and dogcarts.
Mid century, Reverend Wollaston officiated at the
weddings of four Aboriginal couples in St John’s
Fremantle, surprised that they behaved like other
couples getting married: “with as much propriety as is
usually found in English country parishes”, he wrote.
Harriet Gibbs married
Thomas Saw in 1852
wearing layers of
petticoats, including
horsehair, to support
the fashionable bell
shape skirt of her
green wedding dress.
By 1863 when Amelia
Emma Knight wed John Frederick Stone, Amelia wore
a cage crinoline with her cream silk bodice, which
replaced the need for numerous petticoats.
White and silver wedding dresses
were the preserve of the wealthy
although the colony’s brides
often deliberately chose blue,
green or brown dresses. Vivid
coloured synthetic dyes were
invented and became popular for
dress fabrics, but each dyed
gown contained large amounts of
arsenic, about 20-30 grains. This
affected women’s health causing
skin complaints and required
laws to control the industry.
Between 1870 -1930, beadwork decorated everything
from costumes to chairs. Some brides, bored with
conventional wedding dresses, designed their own
beadwork patterns. Few have survived due to damage
caused by weighty beadwork pulling on delicate fabrics.
The bustle supplanted the
crinoline, but by the end of
the century both were
discarded, replaced by long
body corsets used to
manipulate the female form
into fashionable S-bend
shapes. In 1903, Mrs Wiles of
Boulder wore an S-bend,
eight-piece trousseau to her
wedding with the temperature
at 46°C.
Concerns about extreme
corsetry on women’s health
led to a revival of the highwaist directoire style;
wedding dresses now draped the body in soft fabrics
and long lines. Sylvia Lukis wore a Boans ready-made
directoire-style wedding dress to her marriage with
Edward Brockman in Balingup in 1913. Idealistically
feminine, it expressed the spirit of the time – against a
world leaning towards war.

Jo Pearson’s talk for the Auxiliary on 23 August took
her capacity audience through Swan River Colony’s
first elopement, early courtships, relationships and
marriages, together with slides of events, places and
early wedding dresses. Here are some highlights for
members who were unable to attend.
The first four weddings in the Swan River Colony were
held in early summer 1830. James Knight, the Colonial
Secretary’s clerk, married servant May Smith. Fisherman
George Eyre and shipping heiress Catherine Bamber
became the first couple to elope – from Perth to
Fremantle – and marry in a tent. James Cockburn and
servant Mary Roper were the first to wed with an
Anglican service; and Deputy Harbourmaster, Captain
Daniel Scott, and Frances Okey Davis were the first to
marry on a salvaged shipwreck, the Marquis of Anglesea.
The first youngest pair to wed were teenagers William
Drake, 19 years old, and Louisa Purkis who was 17.
Underage, William had to obtain permission to marry
from the Commissioner of the Civil Court George
Fletcher Moore.
Weddings call for the best
finery. The circumstances of
servants May Smith and Mary
Roper’s lives may have
limited their choice of a
wedding dress; they probably
wore the best frocks they had
brought with them. The
eloping heiress most likely
wore what she had run away
in. Louisa Purkis, daughter of
a merchant-public servant,
would have chosen a
fashionable wedding dress
similar to this one worn by
Agnes Thompson for her
Bathurst wedding in 1833, the
same year as Louisa’s.
In 1841, the first action for breach of promise of
marriage, and reparation of a sullied reputation was
lodged in the Civil Court, with costs to be settled. Jane
Heal from Guildford was the 18-year-old daughter of
Lieutenant Charles Heal RN and her accused T
Mellerish was the son of an English gentleman, a
banker and landowner. Jane’s prosecution claimed
Mellerish broke several promises of marriage, and
sullied her reputation. He defended himself, claiming
that he’d just been teasing her, that she drank too much
and bullied her mother. She demanded damages of
£2,000 (equivalent to £187,000 today). On victory she
was awarded £75 ((£6,500).
The first marriage in the Australind settlement in 1842
was between Louisa Clifton and George Eliot, the
Resident Magistrate. All the townsfolk (148 people)
joined in the celebrations. Louisa’s diary description of
her dress is the first written account of a colonial
wedding dress.
Miss Symonds married in St. George’s Church in 1845,
with all of Perth town’s small population walking with

Jo Pearson
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Affiliates & Other News

‘Full Circle’ podcast

Albany Historical Society pr ovides some inter esting
summer reading with a history of 20th century Queen’s
Jubilee Park by Helen Munt and two different and
entertaining legends about an Albany landmark, Dog
Rock, reported by Deb Wilson.

In October this year the well-known literary magazine
Westerly began an online weekly podcast series called
‘Full Circle’. It is a collection of interviews carried out
by history students at the University of Western
Australia which tells the stories of British migrants to
Western Australia. A collaborative project between
UWA and the University of Hertfordshire in the UK, the
series also features interviews conducted with the
families left at home in Britain. The editor of W esterly,
Kate Noske, describes the reasoning behind the podcast:
“we exist for the purpose of celebrating Western
Australian writing and culture, when we heard about the
‘Full Circle’ project we were very keen to get this oral
history into our magazine”. The aim of the series is to
explore how migration impacts relationships, connection
and communication between families. The podcast
includes over 60 interviews with people of varying ages
and backgrounds, and the hope is to present alternative
histories and testimonies that challenge the myths and
misconceptions of the migrant experience.

Melville History Society r epor ts on two r ecent,
interesting talks, one on ‘Mary Raine – how one
woman helped thousands’ by Helen Edinger and the
other on ‘Creating a historical portrait with textile art –
Zelda Fitzgerald’s costume’ by Sasha Dalecourt.
Swan Guildford Historical Society r epor ts that the
City of Swan has agreed to support an application to
nominate the locality of Guildford for listing on the
State Register of Heritage Places.
Peelers Gazette, newsletter of the WA Police Historical
Society, contains two fascinating stor ies which seem
to be largely reminiscences about ‘Wallaby’, a
wheatbelt Aboriginal tracker, and ‘old Alec’, a
goldfields prospector, both written by Edgar Morrow, a
police officer who died in 1953.

To access the podcasts, go to – https://soundcloud.com/
westerlymagazine

*********

Caitlin Scott

An exhibition with a difference is open for viewing at
Wireless Hill Museum, Wireless Hill Park, Telefunken
Drive, Ardross, from 10 November to 11 February. It is
Machines & Makers – an exhibition about sewing
machines, viewed as a 19th century disruptive
technology. It should be well worth a visit over summer.

Welcome to new volunteer Caitlin Scott

The year 2018 will mark the 150th anniversary of the
end of convict transportation to Western Australia with
the last convict ship, the Hougoumont, arriving on 9
January 1868. You will be hearing more about this
anniversary next year but the Friends of Battye Library
have begun the commemoration with an informative
newsletter article by Bevan Carter on the 62 Fenians
who were on the ship. Most of them migrated to the
USA, only 10 settling in WA. One was Thomas
Duggan, a schoolteacher who continued his occupation
at Goomalling, and another was Daniel Marsh who
made a success of his Geraldton Emporium which
expanded from his original blacksmith’s shop.
Go online to https://amboyna.org to view the Amboyna
Conspiracy Trial website by Adam Clulow, a
historian of early modern Asia at Monash University.
The website is an interactive teaching resource focusing
on one of the most famous legal cases of the early
modern period, which occurred in our region – in
Amboyna, then in the Dutch East East Indies, now
Ambon in Indonesia. The project won the NSW
Premiers History Awards, Multimedia History Prize,
2017. The website explores the context, events and
aftermath of the 1623 trial. With a rich trove of digitised
archival material, viewers become investigators, lawyers
and jurors tasked with understanding historical events.
Primarily designed for tertiary students, the website is
an outstanding example of how maps, sketches,
paintings and archival documents (in multiple
languages) can be brought to life.

Caitlin is a third year Professional Writing and
Publishing student at Curtin University. She has recently
started a freelance editing and writing business, and
hopes to work in the publishing industry or in
journalism once she graduates next year. Caitlin is an
avid reader of historical fiction and non-fiction, and
wishes to write some of her own for her postgraduate
studies. She grew up on a beautiful 10 acre farm in
Busselton where swimming horses in the ocean was an
everyday activity. She wants to travel the world as soon
as possible and especially discover all of the historical
wonders it has to offer. In the meantime the Society is
delighted that Caitlin has volunteered her time and skills
to help us with a variety of Reception and Bookshop
tasks, and the writing and editing of History W est.
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Federation of Australian Historical Societies Report
The Federation of Australian Historical Societies held its Annual General Meeting in Brisbane this year on 21
October in the Royal Historical Society of Queensland’s historic headquarters – the old Commissariat Store next to
the Brisbane River.
Members from every State and Territory attended and discussed matters of concern from each region; for example,
problems in conserving the Convict Female Factory at Parramatta and Windsor Square. There were no elections
this year as office bearers are elected biennially. President Don Garden has done a marvellous job in lobbying for
funds and our Outreach Officer Bernadette Flynn has kept up our newsletter and run a number of very useful
workshops. Do have a look at the website www.history.org.au as it contains much helpful advice for historical
societies of any size.
Each year up to three Fellowships are awarded for outstanding contributions to history across more than one state
and this year’s winners are Emeritus Professor Graeme Davison and Professor Marian Quartly from Victoria, and
Dr Richard Reid from the ACT. Merit awards went to Father Brian Maher from ACT and Peter Cox from Tasmania.

In the evening delegates and partners met for dinner and, on the Sunday morning, some of us met for a City Cat
ferry tour on the Brisbane River.
Nick Drew

AGM delegates – from WA Helen Henderson, front far right; Bob Nicholson and Nick Drew, middle of back row.

Commemorating Remembrance Day, the 11th of the 11th
Thank you to the community exhibitions team who presented a photographic display at Stirling House to mark and
honour Remembrance Day, 2017.

At the commemoration

Kerry Eivers and Marsha Sullivan at the exhibition
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the National Trust
clearly endorsed the
efforts the pair have
made in raising
public awareness of
art deco buildings
and in helping many
to achieve official
heritage listing.

Book Reviews
Anthea Kalazich, In their Footsteps: A Social
History set in the Mid-West of Western Australia
from 1822-2010, Anthea Kalazich, Geraldton, 2015,
182 pp. In Library.
Reviewer: Stephen Bartley
It is thanks to books like this
one that the forgotten history
of the Mid-West steps out of
the shadows and into the
light. Anthea Kalazich begins
by providing an overview of
the Aboriginal people of the
Mid-West. Quoting original
sources, she invites readers to
form their own opinion of
what Mid-West Aboriginal
society might have been like
when the first Europeans arrived. The remarkable
Daisy Bates and her observations of the Aboriginal
people are included, but the author notes that by Bates’
time much had already been lost or changed. I came
away thinking that, while Mid-West Aboriginal people
were in many ways similar to other Aboriginal people,
they were in other ways distinct and unique. It is of
lasting loss to us all that more wasn’t transcribed and
shared, but the author has pieced the disparate pieces
together to give an excellent insight into the original
inhabitants.

In fact the Trust
encouraged the
authors to compile a wider history of the venues that
have exhibited films in this State. Thus in varying
degrees the story covers some early stage theatres,
public halls, the first purpose-built cinemas (of 1916),
the opulent palaces of the 1920s, and the numerous
open-air picture gardens as it heads for its core focus
on both the new and revamped buildings of the 1930s.
Many of our readers will know of the handful of art
deco cinemas still entertaining in suburbia. The Windsor
in Nedlands and the Cygnet in Como continue showing
films, while the Regal in Subiaco and the Astor in
Mount Lawley are now theatres mostly used for live
shows. The Camelot in Mosman Park attests to the
strong revival of open-air screenings in the long summer
months. However, in the city the once-busy Plaza and
Piccadilly are now lifeless shells and barely visible.
The architecture and décor of leading cinemas both
past and present are generously detailed. Some display
frontages that are boldly asymmetrical, and the art deco
group are notable for the streamlining effects they
achieve on outer and inner walls and from ceilings with
their strips of indirect lighting. The Plaza and Metro
gave hints of the skyscraper in their high facades, and
with their names spelt out in soaring vertical signs. At
the Cygnet its three upper portholes and the sweeping
rounded balcony suggest an ocean liner. Other interior
features are proscenium curtains, bas-relief sculptures
on walls, carpets, and fittings of chrome and glass. Due
credit for their style and contribution is accorded to the
principal architects involved in the 1930s – Bennett,
Bonner, Chisholm, Leighton and Rosenthal.

The author is more fortunate with piecing together the
experiences and lives of the early European explorers
and settlers. Here she had the bonus of being able to
meet and interview some ‘old timers’ who are the
keepers of stories that stretch back to their families’
first footsteps on Western Australian soil. Equally
interesting are the anecdotes shared by these wonderful
storytellers of their own lives and experiences. Anthea
also looks into the railways, lead mines, bridges, stores,
post offices, schools and churches that dotted the
landscape and fulfilled so many critical functions. The
chapter on the schools at Nabawa will stoke many of
our own memories back to our school days and of the
simple things of times past.

The text relies heavily on interviews with various
exhibitors, distributors and enthusiasts for film. The
chief author also draws on her own fond recollections
as a lifelong film fan, though these have led her astray
in one particular instance, which has further affected
one of her partner’s fine sketches. For it could not have
been at the huge ‘atmospheric’ Ambassadors that she
saw the British film of ‘The Mikado’ at the age of five.
Rather than at the popular weekly-change house, the
operetta enjoyed a run of four weeks at the intimate
Piccadilly, the very acme of art deco style.

Anyone with a connection to this part of Western
Australian will enjoy this book. It fills in many gaps in
the region’s history and the author should be proud that
the time and energy she put into this book has
produced a valuable resource for us all.
Vyonne Geneve and Ron Facius, Picture Palaces of
the Golden West, National Trust of Australia WA, 2017,
232 pp. In Library & Bookshop SP $60, MP $57.

About 250 old and new photographs (ten in colour),
drawings and other illustrations further enliven this
well printed book. It concludes with a summary of
recent developments in the industry, with ample
acknowledgements and references, and a good index.

Reviewer: Jack Honniball
This handsome tome of the coffee-table kind was a
product of the strong partnership between the longserving President and Vice-President of the Art Deco
and Modernist Society of Western Australia. Vyonne
Geneve has long been an accomplished artist, teacher
and art historian, while Ron Facius was an architect,
industrial designer and graphic artist. As its publisher,

P.S. Your reviewer has always remembered seeing
‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’ at the Pemberton
Mill Hall, and has ascertained it was shown there just a
month before his fifth birthday.
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programs and newspapers, it is marred by many factual
and technical errors, and more attention should have
been paid to proofreading and referencing. West
Australian Ballet deserves a well-researched, accurate
and brightly written history but, sadly, Kira’s Legacy is
not such a work.

Kira Bousloff with Joan Woods, K ira’s Legacy: The
history of the first twenty-one years of the West
Australian Ballet Company 1953 to 1973, Wonthaggi,
Vic: PJW Books, 2015, 222 pp. In Library. SP
$25.00, MP $23.50
Reviewer: Dr David Hough

Disclaimer: In her thank yous, the author says that she is
‘indebted to David Hough for his timely comments’. I have
no recollection of ever discussing this work with Ms Woods.

Enduring dance companies
are usually associated with
visionary personalities,
endowed with artistic energy
and entrepreneurial flair.
They are often autocratic
and, while they have about
them devoted supporters, it
is their name that lives on.
Madame Kira Bousloff
(1914-2001), the founder of
West Australian Ballet, fits
the mould. The West
Australian Ballet is now the
State’s flagship company and the longest surviving
dance company in Australia’s history.

Laurie O’Meara, Rottnest: W here to from here?
Laurie O’Meara, South Perth, 2016, 222 pp.
In Library.
Reviewer: Heather Campbell

This book traces aspects of
the history of Rottnest,
initially through thematic
chapters including its role in
wartime and its use as an
Aboriginal prison. Mr
O’Meara served on the
Rottnest Island Authority
from 2000-2012 and was
Chairman of the Board from
2004 to 2012. This makes
him well qualified to
comment on the problems
inherent in the administration
of the island and to make suggestions for the future
direction of its governance. He does so in the book,
arguing that Rottnest suffers all the handicaps of a
remote location and that its management structure is a
“flawed model”. Sadly, despite his call for “bold
action” and “five enquiries or comprehensive studies
carried out since 1972”, it will require strong political
will to effect real change with many diverse views
among West Australians about the island, its future and
what they want from it.

Colonel de Basil’s visiting companies in the 1930s had
enormous influence on the development and love of
ballet in this country. Ten percent of those who were
part of his 1938 tour remained here to play important
roles in a lively dance scene. One of them was Edouard
Borovansky; another was Kira Bousloff.
Borovansky’s company performed at His Majesty’s
Theatre on five occasions between 1945 and 1960. The
programs were a mix of the classics, contemporary
works by Fokine, Nijinsky and Massine, and new
works by ‘Boro’ with an Australian theme – Terra
Australis, The Black Swan, for example.
Bousloff joined composer and musical director James
Penberthy in Perth in August 1952 for his production of
the operetta, The Gypsy Baron. Impressed with the
dancing talent, as they both were, it was at a public
meeting on 27 January 1953 that the decision was taken
to establish a ballet company. The West Australian
State Ballet made its debut at the Maj on 24 July 1953.

The book is not all gloom and doom; there is anecdotal
material interspersed throughout – some humorous,
some sad. Who could not laugh at the Alston cartoon
Leavers Postcard from Rotto, or cry for the Aboriginal
prisoners who “weep most bitterly, particularly the old
men ... [who] seem intensely alive to their lost freedom
and lamentably bewail their captivity” .

Besides presenting scaled-down versions of the classics,
Bousloff created works, to Penberthy scores, that reflected
an Australian or an indigenous theme—The Beach
Inspector and the Mermaid and Koori and the Mists.

Six appendices are possibly an extravagance in a book
of this size. This reviewer, who was Rottnest Island
Authority Moorings Officer c19961999, would have preferred more
space to have been allocated to
moorings, to their new legislation
(and its attendant controversy) and
to the role of the Rottnest Rangers,
who together with the police took
the brunt of schoolies’ week.

During her artistic directorship (1953-1969), the company
repeatedly toured WA’s country
towns, and extended touring to
include the Northern Territory and
Papua-New Guinea. For many, it was
the first ballet they had ever seen. No
other Australian dance company has
logged so many kilometres under
such arduous travel and performance
conditions.

George Seddon writes in Swan
Song that Rottnest Island “seems to
hold a very special place in the
minds and imaginations of Western
Australians”. That being the case all
those who care about the island will
find this book of interest.

It is a wonderful story and the
excellent black and white
photographs in this book create an
important record of this history.
Unfortunately, although the book
contains a compilation from
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Happy Christmas! Happy New Year! Happy Holidays!

Thank you so much to everyone who has contributed to
this year’s eleven issues of History West. We couldn’t
produce a monthly newsletter without the involvement of
you all – authors and book reviewers; photographers;
Library, Museum, Bookshop, and Tours and Events
volunteers; the Community Exhibition team; and the

distribution team. Many thanks to Lesley without whom
the publication would not appear on time and to order, and
thank you specially to formatter and designer Barry who is
responsible for the clever and attractive layouts every
month. Thanks also to Marvi at iPrintplus. History West
could not exist without you all. My grateful thanks!
Lenore Layman, Editor

Community Officer:
Editor History West:

Lesley Burnett
Dr Lenore Layman

Opinions expressed in History West are not necessarily
those of the Royal WA Historical Society (Inc.)

If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by
email, please contact us (9386 3841 or
admin@histwest.org.au with your email address, and
save money and trees by receiving it online!

