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November 2017
GENERAL MEETING
The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 15 November at 6pm when Mel Davies will
present a paper on ‘Claude Albo de Bernales (1876-1963) – Wizard of the Golden West’.
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm.
Most people will know of de Bernales’ achievements as a mining entrepreneur but the
intriguing question about a man who had no background in mining is his motivation to
become a legendary figure, not only in Western Australian mining but also in London and
other financial centres of the world. The answer might lie in his ancestry about which
next to nothing has been written. He came from a long line of successful (and not so
successful) entrepreneurs who ranged from his Basque merchant great-great-grandfather,
Josė Cayatano de Bernales, to his father Emmanuel Edgar Albo de Bernales who was, if
anything, even more flamboyant than Claude. The presentation will therefore focus on
what motivated Claude, whose main attributes were his drive for
success, his optimism and tenacity of purpose in following his dream.
Mel Davies OAM, an economic histor ian tur ned mining histor ian, lectur ed at UWA befor e
retiring in 2007. He is currently an Honorary Research Fellow in the Economics Department and
Secretary/Treasurer of the Australasian Mining History Association for which he edits
the Journal of Australasian Mining History. His interest in mining was awakened when
researching his MA on the Burra Burra Mines in South Australia.

Early Days and a generous grant from
Rio Tinto Iron Ore
This year’s issue of Early Days will have a different
look. For a start it will be bigger, our Readings and
Publications Committee having decided to increase the
page size. Future issues will have the same dimensions
as other local history journals, Fremantle Studies and
Studies in Western Australian History.
Early Days started in 1927 but in some years there was
more than one issue so that this year’s issue will be
number 100. It will be a stand-alone issue, Readings
and Publications having also decided to close off the
volume arrangement at Volume 14 Part 4.
But the most striking change will be inside. A generous
grant from Rio Tinto Iron Ore has made it possible to
include colour illustrations for the first time. The
Society has been given $5000 under Rio Tinto’s
Community Investment Program both to celebrate our
100th issue and acknowledge Peter Ellery’s paper on
the Pilbara iron ore industry.
Steve Errington, editor

L to R: Steve Errington, editor of Early Days, standing slightly
apart to show a photograph of Lang Hancock and a lump of iron
ore; then Lareesa Lynch, Rio Tinto's Manager Community
Investment; Peter Ellery, researcher and author; Judy McCarthy,
Library volunteer; and Pamela Statham Drew, convenor of
Readings & Publications Committee.

Early Days issue number 100, containing the
monthly talks given in 2016, will be launched at
Stirling House on Friday 17 November at 5pm.
All members are invited.

Council News
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At its meeting held on 12 October business included
the following where Council

History in the City

• welcomed new members – Richard Baker,
Digby Owen Burges, Peter Burke, Susan Davis,
Peter Edmonds, Clare Gartner, Margaret Green,
Bernice Marwick, Jennifer May, Catherine
McGlew, Curtin Mckinley, Annette O’Grady,
Anne Papaluca, Annette Parker, Colleen
Robertson, Robert Smith;

The talk for October was given by Harjit Singh on
Western Australia’s Sikh heritage. It was inspiring as
Harjit spoke of how important it is to preserve and
share stories. He told us that many of the Sikhs who
came to the Swan River Colony were hawkers who
peddled their trade with a horse and high cart – a shop
on wheels which supplied knick-knacks. When World
War I came, many Sikhs joined up as soldiers. In fact,
Sikhs are part of today’s Australian Defence forces.
Harjit spoke of the turban and two of our audience
volunteered to have a turban wound around their heads.
We all learned much of this part of our heritage.

• elected Lennie McCall as Chairperson of Council
for 2017/18 with acclaim;
• welcomed the election of Lorraine Clarke as
Deputy Chairperson of Council for 2017/18;
• thanked Helen Henderson for her service as
Deputy Chairperson of Council and welcomed
her preparedness to be seconded to the Executive
to continue to provide her skills and knowledge to
the Society;
• thanked Kerry Smith for her Council service and
her skilled work with Council minutes, and
welcomed her continued commitment to the
Tours and Events Committee;
• thanked Val Hutch for her Council service and
welcomed her continuing commitment to the
Museum Committee;
• welcomed the co-option of Jan McCahon
Marshall to Council and Executive and her
preparedness to assist with Council and Executive
minutes;
• gave a vote of thanks to Kerry Eivers and the
community exhibition team together with all the
volunteers who made the Society’s Royal Show
display a great success;
• welcomed Connagh Hopkins from the Rising
Leadership group to speak to Council about the
implementation of the Society’s Bequest Strategy;
• warmly supported the intention of the Federation
of Australian Historical Societies to hold its 2018
AGM on 3 November 2018 in Perth;
• supported the proposal to place Edith Cowan’s
House and Skinner Gallery (fmr), 31 Malcolm St
Perth, on the Heritage Register of Heritage Places;
• continued to monitor the changes in progress at
the National Archives of Australia WA Branch.
Lennie McCall

Harjit explained that a turban can be from 4 metres – a small one
– to about 20 metres. A person’s hair is kept long and usually
reaches the waist. Turbans for men and women are different in
style, as shown in the photo. A turban implies trust, courage,
compassion, honesty, equality and hard work.

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of
each month. Join us at 2pm at the Citiplace Community
Centre on Perth Railway Concourse. Donation $5 with
afternoon tea, all welcome. Our talk on 6 December
will be given by Trevor Hughes on Outback Graves.
Lorraine Tholet

RWAHS Refresh Project
The Kitchen
Upgrade Team is
full steam ahead
thanks to START
Consulting Pty
Ltd and RWAHS
Volunteer Paul
Marshall Kitchen
Project Convenor.
Highlights to
date include
design liaison
MKDC has provided paint colour advice along with a
photograph of our kitchen showing off of their
recommendations
Bunnings has given the Society a $100 voucher for
paint along with a volunteer crew to do the actual
painting hopefully in November.

Members of the community exhibition team, Marsha
Sullivan and Dave Melvin, at Government House Open Day.
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Barrack Street). Pausing opposite Council House Ron
told us of the government offices that had once stood
on the same site, and the fortunes of the Council House
building itself. Then walking back to the Cathedral
Ron showed us Point Zero set into the pavement, the
point from which all distances from Perth are
measured. From there we looked at the recent addition
of memorial plaques to the front of Burt Hall, before
moving on to the Deanery, built in 1859 and recently re
-painted and paved. We then wound our way behind
the Deanery and up a cascade of stairs alongside the
new Church House. This area was once the Playhouse,
which many in our group remembered.

Church and State Walk
A group of 28 gathered in the sunshine outside St
George’s Cathedral at noon on Sunday 17 September
for a walk around Perth’s most historic precinct led by
heritage architect Ron Bodycoat.

From there we could see the new bright white stairs
added at the back of the Cathedral and leading into the
new Song School. Ron waxed lyrical about the
excellence of the St George’s Cathedral Choir and we
were privileged to hear some of them in rehearsal when
we looked into the Cathedral. Our last stop was the
new City Library and Ron told us about the wonderful
ceiling artwork visible from the 1st floor and the tree of
knowledge on the 4th floor – which also has amazing
views. A nod to the statue of Governor Stirling outside
the Library ended an hour and a half of most enjoyable
and informative wandering.
Pamela Statham Drew

We slowly walked around the back of the Como
Treasury Hotel to the Town Hall, where Ron pointed
out a protective panel at the rear which marked the
place where once the Legislative Hall had joined the
Town Hall building. Parallel to Barrack Street, we saw
the new steel artwork that supposedly marks the spot
where Mrs Dance cut the tree on 12 August 1829. Next
Ron showed us another join on the side of the Treasury
Building that marked where once the Gaol had stood
with its two cells and stocks outside. That was before
Perth Gaol was built in what is now the Museum and
Art Gallery area.

Stone me!
Over the last three years two articles have appeared in
History West concerning one of the two historic stones
that have lain against the wall of Stirling House for
some years and this note reveals the happy outcome
concerning one of them.

When the new Church House of the Anglican Diocese
of Perth was opened in February this year the stone
from the gable of the building of 1897 was on display
in the foyer, having been de-accessioned by our
Society and completely restored by the building firm of
PACT. This photograph shows how well it scrubbed up
and, should readers wish to view it, they may do so by
entering the door on the Pier Street level, the site of the
former Playhouse.
There is a foundation stone still in the care of the
Society, the history of which I am currently researching
and hope to be able to tell you all about soon.

We then walked through the Como Treasury Hotel,
pausing in the large Postal Room to admire its various
features, then out on to St Georges Terrace at the spot
where once the Military Barracks had stood (hence

Fr Ted Doncaster
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For me it was interesting
to see a connection with
the Duyfken (a beautiful
book To build a ship,
from Robert Garvey'
about building the
Duyfken 1606 replica)
and also a connection
with Dirk Hartog and his
ship De Eendracht in
Delft blue plate.

New Members’ Welcome
We all gathered on Tuesday 5 September for morning
tea and a tour of Stirling House, including the Reference
Library, Museum, Bookshop and Archival products.
The opening welcome was given by president Bob
Nicholson with information about the history of
Society, its readings and publications, tours and events,
and the building itself as well as plans for a new
building and museum.

It was an interesting introduction, thanks to everyone
who was involved.

After the welcome we split up into three groups for a
tour with the volunteers who specialise in different
areas of the Society’s work. Thanks Val (museum),
Sally (library), Graham (website), Helen and Lesley
(bookshop and administration) for showing us
everything and giving us much information.

Elly Spillekom
As well as being a new member of the Society, Elly is
Volunteers Coordination School Guides, Duyfken 1606
Replica Foundation.

Mystery Photos
Attached are photographs for aircraft buffs. They were
taken in the 1940s and were donated to the Society by
Bonnie Timms in 2011. They are from her parents’
photograph album without any details. The passenger
plane (a postcard) has been identified as Australian
National Airlines Bungarra but the location and date
are unknown. If anyone has any information about the
aircrafts or locations in any of the photos, please phone
the library on 9386 3841 or email
library@histwest.org.au
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Sharing stories at the Society’s Royal Show display

Visitors to the show this year were ready for a taste of
Western Australian history. People of all ages
wandered into the Centenary Pavilion to escape the
rain and icy cold, and were attracted to our rows of
books, new and old, and the photograph displays of
black and white agricultural scenes. Everyone found
something to connect to or had a story to tell, whether
it was concerning a book on the history of their home
town or a grandparent tossing hay or riding a camel.
One person quietly reminiscing by the photo display
was David Steadman. He was looking at the collection
of scenes from the Gascoyne, remembering the 60,000acre cattle and sheep station lease he owned there from
1964 to 1984. It was 200 miles from Carnarvon in one
direction and 200 miles to Meekatharra in the other
and, after living in such a remote community, Mr
Steadman had some stories to tell. He gestured to one
of our photos of a water-tank stop in the middle of the
outback, shaking his head and remembering a cruel
trick people used to play on thirsty travellers. They
would shoot holes in the sides so that when people
arrived after hours on the road the tank would be
empty. Mr Steadman moved to a farm in Gingin for 25
years after his mustering and station days and now has
reluctantly left the countryside behind and come to stay
in Guildford.
One lady was particularly taken with some of our
photos from the late 1800s: “Oh all the ladies in their
white dresses, they haven’t changed much, how
beautiful,” she said. She even gave our ink and quills a
try - a ploy we created to convince children that history
is actually interesting. “I learnt to write with ink!”
After her attempt she laughed, “I would have been a lot
better then, you had to be fast to keep up with the
teacher’s dictations”. Most of the children thankfully
found the ink and quills just as enjoyable as this lady.
One boy, however, threw down his quill after a few
tries and declared, “I could not have lived in this time.
I would have failed English.”
Rob Marshall was one of the people perusing our new
books, and he took an interest in one about Nannup,
explaining that his grandmother was one of the first
settlers in the area. In the 1920s she delivered flour to
the local Aboriginal people; she would drive her horse
and cart out into the bush by herself, always carrying a

gun in case there was an uprising. Mr Marshall smiled
fondly and said that in those days the gun probably
only had one shot, and “a lot of good it would have
done her”.
The display this year encouraged visitors to contemplate
the history of our State and allowed them to see how
much it has evolved. They connected with the memories
of relatives and reminisced about times gone by. The
Society successfully created a friendly place where
people could come together and share their stories.
Caitlin Scott, Volunteer

Botanical Wonderland closes
This appealing exhibition organised jointly by the
Society, the WA Museum and the State Library closed
on 24 September. It proved a success with visitors
entranced by the arts and crafts objects and the
historical photographs, all examples of Western
Australians’ responses to the botanical wonderland in
which we live. The exhibition panels and the items
from the Society’s museum and library collection have
now been returned and you will see more of this
material on display at the Society in 2018.
The Society is delighted with the success of this
collaboration with the WA Museum and State Library
and anticipates the possibility of more such projects in
the future.
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Affiliates and Other News

On Remembrance Day, 11 November at 2pm the
National Trust will present ‘From Guildford to
Gallipoli’ followed by a tour of Woodbridge. Book at –
2017gtog.eventbrite.com.au
The Oral History Assn is running a weekend of
accredited oral history training on 18-19 November,
10am-4 pm. For further information see – http://
www.ohaa-wa.com.au/news/
*************

Busselton Historical Society has r epr oduced a
section of its first newsletter dated May 1965 which
reports, among other items, that three of the Society’s
volunteers visited Mr WW Hutton of Capel to record
his memoirs that reached back as far as 1885. The note
reminds us that the Society has been collecting oral
histories over many decades and now has an invaluable
collection, given that most of those who have provided
their memories are no longer with us.
Canning Districts Historical Society r epor ts a
successful year which was busiest in Heritage Week
with a display of some of the Society’s own artefacts as
well as those from friends with model ships, fire
engines, stationary working engines, a Sikh display,
and food and drinks. President John Parker has been
made an honorary life member for his hard work and
commitment. Congratulations!
Denmark Historical Society’s newsletter Koorabup
contains a fascinating article by Miriam Crandell
which draws on her 2016 UWA History Honours thesis
titled ‘Seeking a feminist utopia: Emily Crawford’s
grand vision for Wilson Inlet’. And what a story it is!
Emily Crawford was the leader of a group of well-todo English suffragists, the Householders’ League, who
wanted to establish an agricultural settlement for
women on Wilson Inlet in 1907-11 (an ‘Adamless
Eden’, according to the Daily News!) The women’s
plan to establish self-sufficient small farms was judged
‘utopian’ by the Lands & Surveys Dept and the
government of the time, and nothing came of the
scheme beyond several visits to the district by Emily
herself which did not end happily. Miriam speculates
that Emily would like what Denmark has become today
– and rightly seeks to re-establish Emily and her
friends in Denmark’s historical record.
Kalamunda & Districts Historical Society r epor ts
its AGM at which Julie Wood, one of the Society’s
accessioning team, gave an entertaining talk based on a
recent donation of hat pins! Exploring not only this
particular collection but also the many uses to which
hat pins have been put historically sounds like fun.
Marcia Maher was made an honorary life member and
also contributed to this issue a moving family story of
the lives of two young women who came to WA from
England in 1894 on a ‘bride ship’. Congratulations to
the editor on a newsletter full of interesting historical
stories.
Maylands Historical & Peninsula Assn is planning
to upload its monthly talks onto its new website as
podcasts so that they will be available for everyone to
enjoy. A great initiative!
************
Getting to know Trove
National Library of Australia’s Trove team has
released a series of how-to videos, aiming to improve
researchers’ browsing experience. These cover topics
such as basic and advanced searching, making lists and
exploring zones in Trove. They are available through
the Trove Help website, and via Trove’s YouTube
channel. More videos are planned in the future.

Heritage Corner
The Society recently
supported the inclusion
on the State Register of
Heritage Places of
Albany’s Wesley Church
group – church (1891),
manse (1903), Albert
Hall (1914), Centenary
Hall (1930) and Lesser/
Kindergarten Hall
(1939). The buildings are
predominantly of granite
and brick and designed
in a variety of
architectural styles by
several architects,
including Alfred M.
Bonython (Church) and
James Hine (Albert
Hall). The Church was
constructed in 18891901 as Albany boomed
following the opening of
the Great Southern
Railway. Its substantial
size is evidence of the
town’s confidence and
optimism at the time.
The buildings are rare as a substantial church group
and are a landmark in central Albany with the church
spire a feature of the town’s skyline visible from the
foreshore. Since its inception in 1863 the place has
been the hub of Methodism in the Albany region, with
a strong program of community works extending its
influence beyond church members. The Albany
community highly values the place as a social and
religious centre.

Diary Dates
Sat 11 Nov: Remembr ance Day Photo
Exhibition Stirling House 10am - 4pm
Fri 1 Dec: Booked in for a Cuppa Xmas Edition
Fri 8 Dec: RWAHS Chr istmas Par ty
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Book Reviews

Bruce West, Rockview: Memories of Family and
Farming Life intertwined with social and cultural
developments of the Kondinin district. The Author,
East Fremantle, 2014. In Library.
Reviewer: Sally Hincks

Donald S. Box, Holmes Bros. & Co.: Four Pioneer
Graziers and One Policeman, Hesperian Press, 2015.
In Library.
Reviewer: Stephen Bartley
Robert and Maria Holmes had
their first sight of the Swan
River Colony in August 1857.
Anglo-Irish free settlers, both
in their twenties and of modest
means, the newly married
couple had already endured the
unparalleled misery of the
potato famine only to lose their
baby boy within five months
of their Western Australian
arrival. The devastated parents
must have wondered if illfortune would ever leave them
and if any of their offspring
would live to adulthood. Of their twelve children, five
were destined for early graves but, of the survivors,
four disciplined and talented sons were to create a
business empire that would become one of the colony’s
great success stories.
This ‘against all odds’ family story is interspersed with
the twists and turns of a clan that didn’t die wondering
and didn’t do things by halves. With such strong
characters it was inevitable that family squabbles and
rancour would be epic. The Western Australian Holmes
dynasty had its humble beginning with Robert starting
out as a Guildford police constable. It was in Guildford
that Robert had his first unsavoury taste of authority
when he ran foul of the Superintendent of Police, Sir
Alexander Cockburn-Campbell, who had the reputation
of being the most ill-tempered official in the colony,
dispersing fines and demotions on his underlings with
an alarming regularity. For the hard-working Robert his
demotion left him deeply embittered.
Their father’s powerlessness and sense of injustice
must have been a salient and powerful lesson to his
sons. The Holmes boys were to grow up to be men who
rarely took orders from anyone, running their business
their way. Robert was to go on to give decades of
service to the police force, and was an active
participant in the famous Catalpa Fenians’ escape.
However, by 1882, despite his impeccable and
incorruptible civil service, community admiration, and
his family’s success, he went to Rockingham beach
and shot himself in the head, for reasons that will never
be known. A sad end for a man who, with his devoted
wife Maria, were true pioneers of the West. The author
has created a valuable addition to Western Australian
history and ensured that the remarkable Holmes family
has been given just recognition.

This excellent book would
appeal to many a farmer as it
chronicles the story of Bruce
William West and his life in
the Kondinin district. It is
filled with memories of family
and farming life, from
clearing land by men and axes
at £1 per acre, to overseas
trips and the purchase of a
house in South Perth.
He writes of the fortnightly
film nights in Kondinin, the
influx of people from Perth to the town at the outbreak
of World War II and the dances to send off or welcome
home service men or women.
When eighteen, Bruce was called up and did air force
training at Clontarf, Kalgoorlie and Boulder before
being sent to Melbourne. When the war ended in 1945
he returned to Kondinin to help his father harvest the
crops of wheat and oats, and also play football again.
In 1950 Bruce’s sister Jacq turned 21 with a big party
in Kondinin with her dad presenting her with the
traditional key. The same happened to Bruce when he
turned 21 in the following year.
He tells of his 1950 drive with mates across the
Nullarbor in his Dad’s new Holden, and of his
marriage in 1951 in St Mary’s Church, West Perth. In
1973 the season was extremely successful and saw
Bruce out of debt; in 1974 he took a trip overseas for
four months.
Altogether a well-told chronicle of life on the land in
Western Australia.

Our next Second Hand
Book Sale will be held
on 7-8 April 2018. Please
bring any books you no
longer want to Stirling
House or call the Office
on 9386 3841 to arrange a
pick up. Many thanks in
anticipation.
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The Christmas Raffle
Jo Millington: the artist’s story
I work in a variety of
media, my favourite being
oils and pastels and my
subject matter is equally
varied. I exhibit regularly
in group exhibitions and
have had three solo
exhibitions at a gallery in
Bridgetown.

I have always loved to
draw so, when the
children were young, I
started art courses
through Perth Tech with
Rhoda Boissevain. In the
early 1980s we had a
short stint in the city
where I began the long
journey to complete my
Diploma in Visual Arts
and Crafts.

I have lived in the
wheatbelt for over fifty
years and I find its
beautiful colours and open
I began at Fremantle Tech
landscape an everand completed Certificate
stimulating source of
units with Gordon
inspiration. However,
Look at the wonderful first prize
Leembruggen, Una Weir
having
been born and raised
donated by the artist
in the southwest, a little bit
and Gladys Dove. We then
of Bridgetown creeps back into my work as it has in
relocated from the city to Burracoppin where I joined
‘Afternoon Light’.
the Merredin Fine Arts Society and completed my
remaining units of the Certificate course with Anne
I enjoy the stimulating company of the Merredin Fine
Sutherland. It wasn't until many years later when
Arts Society, a very strong and dedicated group of
Robert McCaffrey began lecturing at the Merredin
artists, who meet every Thursday at the Merredin
Campus of CY O'Connor TAFE that I finally finished
Railway Museum. In 2018 we will be celebrating fifty
my Diploma course.
years since the foundation of the Society.
Are you unable to attend the Christmas Party but would like to support our fundraising?
Raffle tickets are available at Stirling House from Friday 1 December.
You can view the first-prize painting from 15 November or see it on our website or facebook.
Enquiries: Ally – 0409 845 020 or 9383 2654. Please leave a message.
Community Officer:
Editor History West:

Lesley Burnett
Dr Lenore Layman

Opinions expressed in History West are not necessarily
those of the Royal WA Historical Society (Inc.)

If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by
email, please contact us (9386 3841 or
admin@histwest.org.au) with your email address, and
save money and trees by receiving it online!

