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January - February 2019
GENERAL MEETING
The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 20 February at 6pm when Lynne Hunt
(with Ron Gomboc, Terrie Gomboc and Nien Schwarz) will present a paper on ‘The Gomboc Story’.
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm.
Established in 1982, The Gomboc Gallery and Sculpture Park
is one of the oldest privately owned, self-funded, free-to-thepublic galleries in Western Australia. It has provided muchneeded exhibition space so that, by 2018, it had held: more
than 360 art exhibitions; 35 annual Sculpture Surveys; and
over 100 artist-in-residence programs. This is the story of the
Gomboc and its contribution to Western Australia, with
particular reference to the development of sculpture, because,
as Ron Gomboc noted, when he arrived in WA ‘Sculpture one of the oldest art forms - was not readily available to the
public’.
Ron and Terrie didn’t realise they were founding a significant Western Australian cultural resource. Nor did they
necessarily mean to start a gallery. In their opinion, The Gomboc has grown like topsy. This story of what they did
and how they succeeded is told primarily through their eyes. It also includes the voices of artists and sculptors they
have supported.
Imagine a world without sculpture. It beautifies our public and private spaces and creates a sense of place. Even so,
in the 1990s, David Bromfield was scathing about sculpture in Western Australia. He thought it had ‘an aura of
tragi-comic dissonance, a farcical mismatch of form and intent’, which resonated with a Western Australian ‘boom
and bust’ attitude influenced by a society based on mining. The consequence was that Perth had a ‘fugitive public
domain’. Yet by 1996, he was saying: ‘It was not that everything happened at Gomboc’s - Just that very little
would have happened without it’. This is their story.
Emeritus Professor Lynne Hunt has co-edited ‘Claremont Cameos’, and written a brief history about women in the
Yilgarn. She also contributed to the Historical Encyclopedia of Western Australia. Ron and Terrie Gomboc are cofounders of the Gomboc Gallery and Sculpture Park, and Dr Nien Schwarz teaches sculpting at Edith Cowan University.

Our thanks and best wishes
to Kerry Smith
Since 2014, after her
retirement from Curtin
University, Kerry has
made an important
contribution to the
Society as a Councillor
(2014-2018) and
Convenor of Tours and
Events, Promotions and
Marketing Committee.
She has now stepped
down to be replaced by
Jenny and Basil Twine as co-convenors. We are all
grateful to Kerry for her interest and involvement, and
willingness to work for the Society’s future. All good
wishes!

Our next Second Hand Book Sale will be held
on 6-7 April 2019. Please bring any books you
no longer want to Stirling House or call the
Office on 9386 3841 to arrange a pick up. All
books, except textbooks and encyclopedias, are
wanted. Many thanks in anticipation.
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Council News

History in the City

At its meeting held on 13 December business
included the following where Council

Our talk for December 2018 was given by Denise
Cook on Noongar camps in the shared history of our
suburbs. Denise reminded us that Aboriginal people
have always had not just a physical link to the land,
but also strong spiritual and emotional links. The land
was important to their survival by providing food and
was also part of their identity. It was a very interesting
talk and gave a wonderful insight into a part of our
history.

• welcomed new members – Priscilla Abishegam,
Christopher Glatthaar, Louise Hyams, Ernest
Toms, Mary Wilding
• welcomed new Affiliates Committee
representative, Roger Tomlins from Maylands
Historical Society & Peninsula Association (Inc), to
Council

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of
each month from March to December. Our first talk
for 2019 will be on Wednesday 6 March and given by
Roy Stall on the replica ship Duyfken – a story of exploration & discovery, wars and spices.

• thanked the RWAHS Auxiliary for its donation for
2018 of $1960 to the work of the Society
• noted the success of Helen Henderson’s talk on
Augustus Oldfield and congratulated her

Lorraine Tholet

• welcomed the continuing popularity of the Booked
in for a Cuppa events

Early Days launch

• expressed its thanks to all the businesses and
individuals who assisted in the refurbishment and
modernisation of the foyer by hosting an enjoyable
social gathering at the close of formal Council business
• welcomed members’ contribution of over 1300
hours of voluntary work in November
• agreed to the purchase of new computer
technology for the Accounts Clerk.
Lennie McCall Chairperson

Society president Bob Nicholson launches
Early Days, no. 101, 2017

Many thanks from all RWAHS members to the enterprising
team who organised the foyer refurbishment. What a success!

Proudly Sponsoring

Royal WA Historical Society
WE SPECIALISE IN
Digital Printing
Self Publishing
Book Binding
Mailing

•
•
•
•

For further information visit our website
www.iprintplus.com.au
or Call us on 9200 7700
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A Botanical talk

Federation of Australian
Historical Societies
(FAHS) annual meetings,
November 2018

The Society was delighted to have Councillor Helen
Henderson as speaker on Wednesday morning, 28
November, and her audience thoroughly enjoyed the
virtual geographical journey as she took us to visit
many of the places where Augustus Oldfield
collected his botanical specimens. As you will all
know, Augustus Oldfield (1821-1887) is the subject
of Helen and Bill Henderson’s just-published book, A
Greater Prize than Gold: Augustus Oldfield, 19th
century botanical collector and ethnographer in
Australia. His visits to Western Australia came alive
in a succession of colourful images of landscapes and
native plants.

The FAHS held its annual meetings at Stirling House
during the first weekend of last November. All
Australian principal societies except South Australia
were present while a Tasmanian representative
attended by telephone.
The weekend began with an informal dinner at the
Grosvenor Hotel private room where Pamela Statham
Drew gave a short talk on why Western Australian history
was different from that in other states and territories.
On Saturday morning Federal Council convened in the
RWAHS meeting room, chaired by outgoing president
Don Garden of Victoria. Helen Henderson, outgoing
secretary, Bob Nicholson and Nick Drew, treasurer,
represented Western Australia. Among those attending
the meeting was Bernadette Flynn, the outgoing
national community history officer and curator. Sophie
Shilling, a UWA graduate now living in Melbourne,
will succeed her. The 2019 meeting will be held in
either Darwin or Canberra.

Oldfield first came west in 1856 when he collected
from Cape Naturaliste to the Murchison River. In 1858
he sailed west again, landing at King George Sound
and collecting there before heading north. On this trip
he travelled overland to Shark Bay, spending some
weeks living with the Watchandie Aboriginal people
and recording their life. His third visit was in 1861-62,
when he explored from Albany to Bunbury and Cape
Leeuwin. He then sailed eastwards from Cape Riche to
Cape Arid, landing from time to time to collect
specimens. On the return trip he travelled via the
Stirling Range to Albany.

Later in the day the Federation held its annual general
meeting. Don Garden retired, having reached the limit
of his present term in that office. Margaret Anderson of
Victoria who previously spent many years in Perth has
succeeded him. The existing vice-presidents, Esther
Davies of Canberra and Ian Jack of Sydney, were reelected along with Nick Drew as treasurer. Ruth Kerr
of Queensland succeeded Helen Henderson as
secretary. Both have been presidents in the past.

Oldfield was responsible for identifying 315 new
species of plants and made significant contributions to
the Royal Botanical Gardens collection at Kew and the
National Herbarium in Victoria. Sadly he ended his life
not properly recognised for his work, and more or less
blind.

The meeting approved a fellowship for the Hon Acting
Justice Molesworth for his promotion of historic,
cultural and natural heritage over the last thirty years. It
was agreed that an effort should be made to locate
nominees for merit awards in the coming year.

His work greatly increased scientific botanical
knowledge and, thanks to Helen and Bill’s work, we
now know about both his life and his travels. We all
enjoyed our morning excursion and Helen sold
numerous books to those who wished to carry their
exploration further.

On Saturday night a most enjoyable annual dinner was
held at the University Club. On Sunday a breakfast was
held in Fremantle followed by a stroll through the
historic sites in streets of that city led by WA vicepresident Steve Errington.
Bob Nicholson, RWAHS president
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Foyer Refresh: what a rejuvenation!
At the close of 2018 Stirling House foyer was
transformed into an enticing, light-filled, modern
space. What a pleasure it is to enter and how much
easier for staff and volunteers who work there. We owe
a debt of thanks to everyone involved in the project and
particularly to the business people who donated their
skills, time and office furnishings to bring the
transformation to life. Their generosity and social
engagement are much appreciated.

all the volunteers who
assisted with the
planning and removal
of the old furniture
ready for the new. This
required shifting many
books and materials to
our general meeting
room and back again
onto the new shelving.

Our grateful thanks to:

Several Affiliated
historical societies
were pleased to take
some of our previously
used furniture.

• Danielle Dinse and Kim Kristofferson, from Start
Consulting Pty Ltd who initiated and drove the project.
• Bruce Dewar and Ben Martin from Castledex who
donated the new office furniture, compactus, shelving
and filing system folders
• Office interior designers Melanie Marshall and
Alexandra Masters from MKDC who planned our new
foyer and liaised with Castledex.

Council authorised a minimal budget for the Refresh
project to cover painting the foyer, updating and
repositioning computer cabling, and removing the hard
rubbish ineligible for the City of Nedlands rubbish
removal.

Thanks also to Maria Gillman, RWAHS Hon
Architect, for her professional assistance, as well as to

The Writing Group
Megan Ewing and John Hall

fiction book about C Y O’Connor’s building of the
water pipeline to Kalgoorlie) – both to be reviewed at
our second meeting.

The RWAHS writing group is underway. Dr John Hall
suggested that such a group be formed, and members
were invited to sign up through notices in History
West. As a consequence, eight authors attended our
inaugural meeting in November last year. At this first
meeting members introduced themselves with brief
accounts of their history writing intentions, followed
by discussion on the group’s purpose and way of
conducting feedback.

At the December meeting authors were given a tenminute timeslot to receive feedback on their writing.
Robust discussion ensued, and John had to intervene
frequently to make sure everyone had a fair allocation
of discussion time. This liveliness continued when we
critiqued Peter Burke’s book. Whereas everyone
enjoyed the book and agreed that the author’s writing
was engaging, members expressed clear divisions on
the role of fiction in historical writing. The latter
promises to be a matter of ongoing debate.

Our main purposes will be to improve our writing
through sharing it with, and receiving feedback from,
each other; and to have fun. However, the best way to
give feedback was not so straight forward, especially
when considering what constitutes good historical
writing. We concluded our first meeting by agreeing to
write, and submit for others to read on Dropbox, a
short piece about our writing project; and, on the
suggestion of member Megan Ewing, to read local
author Peter Burke’s Wettening Auralia (an historical

For our next meeting two members have submitted
longer pieces of their writing for feedback. New
members would be very welcome: they can either
contact John Hall (writingdoctor@iinet.net.au) or turn
up at Stirling House on 14 January at 10.30 am.
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Booked in for a cuppa

A happy Christmas party

A capacity audience filled the meeting room on
Friday 30 November to enjoy lively and entertaining
talks by four authors who provided highlights from
their new books.

Many thanks to Marie Louise and David Wordsworth
for inviting the Society to hold its party at their family
home and beautiful garden. A happy time was had by
all. The drawing of the raffle which raised $2,870 for
the Society’s funds was a highlight of the evening, and
the lucky winners were:

Richard Offen, speaking of
his latest book Lost Perth,
took us on a nostalgic journey
back in time to the buildings,
institutions and city
experiences that exist now
only in old photographs and
stories, and in our memories.

1st Prize: Stay at luxury Dunsborough Holiday Home Kandy Jane Henderson
2nd Prize: Cloisonne Vase - Mike Galvin
3rd Prize: RWAHS Bookshop Voucher - Noni
Atkinson (née Stewart)
4th Prize: Martin Jaine Sculptures $70 Voucher Robin Creswell

Gillian Lilleyman spoke
about Pioneer Daughter, an
examination of the diary of
Frances Louisa (Fanny)
Brockman (née Bussell),
explaining that with the loss
of the old farm houses and
personal papers the diary is
all that is left to tell her story.

The Society extends its grateful thanks to the raffle
donors: Jocelyn Pilkington, Dawsons Nursery, Bob and
Lynne Nicholson, and Martin Jaine and Jane Bowen.
Also thanks to Lesley and Glenys and the very many
volunteers who made the party a success.
May all members have a Happy Christmas and happy
holidays!

Tony Thomas entertained
with anecdotes from his
time at The West in the
1960s.

Surprised winner Kandy Jane Henderson with raffle
organiser Ally Drake Brockman

Four such different topics provided something for all
the audience, and the occasion was further enhanced
by Sue Clarke’s suggestions of books for the
grandchildren. A great number of Christmas presents
were purchased!
Noni Atkinson (née Stewart)
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Spotlight on Members’
Research

A quick search in the RWAHS Library found an article
titled ‘The Hidden Community – Woodman Pt
Quarantine Station’ by Earle Seubert in Early Days,
Vol 13, Part 4. Earle’s article provides a complete story
of Woodman Point and includes reference to the time
when the Spanish Flu arrived at Fremantle on the troop
transport Boonah. With deaths occurring on-board, in
December 1918 it was decided to take the sick to the
Quarantine Station at Woodman Point.

A photograph, recently added to the RWAHS’s archive
by member Mike Taylor, was of a World War I
monument located in what is now the Woodman Point
Recreation Reserve. In this the 100th year anniversary
of the ending of World War I, Mike was curious as to
why such a monument was located in what is now a
popular recreation camp.

At the same time, the Wyreema had arrived with
Australian Army Nursing Sisters. On 10 December
1918, 20 volunteers were put ashore at Woodman
Point. Of the 20 sisters, three died and another 12
contracted the disease. Their commanding officer
described the nurse’s courage as equivalent to actions
in trench warfare and with similar casualty rates. The
AAN sisters who died were Rosa O’Kane, Doris
Ridgway and Ada Thompson. A civilian nurse Hilda
Williams also died.
As demonstrated by the monument, Rosa O’Kane was
obviously much loved and greatly missed by her family
and friends in Charters Towers. Thanks to Trove it is now
possible to access news items mentioning Sister O’Kane
from the Evening Telegraph (7 February 1921 p. 2) and
the Northern Miner (7 May 1935 p. 3), both published in
Charters Towers. The monument remains at Woodman
Point rather than the Military Cemetery at Karrakatta as
her mother ‘would not have the remains disturbed’.
As described in the Hobart Mercury (20 June 1925 p.
12), Sisters O’Kane, Ridgway and Thompson are also
commemorated at the Five Sisters Window in the
North Transept of York Minster. Their names are
inscribed on oak panels along with 1,400 other women
from the British Empire who lost their lives during the
First World War.
In addition to the recreation camp, Woodman Point is
also now the location of a large recreational boat
launching facility, which is accessed from Cockburn
Road via O’Kane Court. Fittingly, O’Kane Court is
included in a list of ‘Poppy Street Signs’, an initiative
of the City of Cockburn.

The inscription on the monument reads:
‘FOR VALOUR’

On 23 April 2018, the 6 pm News on Channel 9
included a story on the deaths at Woodman Point. For
more information, contact ‘Friends of Woodman
Point’, who also provide Heritage Tours for groups of
15 persons or more.

IN HONOURED AND REVERED
MEMORY OF
SISTER ROSA O’KANE,
A.A.N. SERVICE. LATE OF
CHARTERS TOWERS, QUEENSLAND
DIED HERE 21st DECEMBER 1918
OF PNEUMONIC - INFLUENZA
ONLY DAUGHTER OF MRS J.C.O’KANE
AND SISTER OF FRANK AND JOHNC.O’KANE
R.I.P.
ERECTED BY THE PATRIOTIC COMMITTEE
CHARTERS TOWERS, COMRADE NURSES
AND QUEENSLAND FRIENDS.

This story is a reminder that, although the guns were
silenced on 11 November 1918, for the injured, the sick
and their carers, the sacrifice and danger continued.
Mike Taylor
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A research visit to
Eastern Goldfields
Historical Society

Affiliates & other news
Albany Historical Society newsletter includes an
interesting survey of Albany Senior High School’s
changing school uniform from the 1920s to the present.
And what an attractive page of photographs of colourful
spring flowers in the Patrick Taylor cottage garden.

Member Marlene Anderson visited the Eastern
Goldfields Historical Society with a friend to research
his mother's family. She was impressed with the Society
and says that it is where she began her journey with
Western Australian history back in the 1990s.

Bayswater Historical Society’s AGM for 2018 paid
special tribute to one of its longest-serving and most
committed volunteers, Shirley Babis. All historical
societies (if they are lucky) have one or two such
members who commit their skill, time and enthusiasm
to their society, stepping into various roles as the need
arises. None of us could not survive without such
wonderful members!
Denmark Historical Society plans to hold an
exhibition of photographs taken by former Bow Bridge
resident Bert Saw. A long-time Denmarkian, Bert was
a keen photographer and left a splendid collection of
over 300 glass negatives recording early settler life in
the district.

Old Boulder Power Station

In the early 1890s
Western Australia was
in a dire financial
position. The saviour of
the fledgling state was
the discovery of gold,
particularly the
substantial finds in the
Eastern Goldfields.

An influx of prospectors from across the globe made
the journey to the new goldfields seeking their fortune.
Their hard work brought prosperity to the struggling
Western Australia.

The spring edition of Esperance Bay Historical
Society’s newsletter contains interesting stories about
the early years of farming in the Mallee district, from
Grass Patch to Salmon Gums.

For researchers interested in this important period a
valuable point of contact is the Eastern Goldfields
Historical Society. The Society is based in the Old
Boulder Power Station where an extensive collection
of research material is safely housed. Volunteers are on
hand to answer questions about a number of items of
historical interest. The photographs and documents are
especially useful in bringing alive the vibrant history of
many abandoned gold rush towns and mining centres.

Congratulations to the Fremantle History Society for
holding another successful Fremantle Studies Day. In
2018 the program related appropriately to the end of
World War I. Leigh Straw spoke on the effects of war
on returned soldiers and their families; Allen Graham
on Fremantle hotels during the war; Baden Pratt on the
North Fremantle Football Club during the war; and
Michelle McKeough’s paper concerned the repatriation
of servicemen.

However the services
of the Society extend
beyond research
inquiries. Excursions
to historical locations,
tours of historical
buildings, volunteering
opportunities,
workshops and
heritage education
create other
opportunities for
members of the public.

Irwin Districts Historical Society has begun a
splendid new quarterly newsletter titled The Sea Lion.
The name recalls the Noongar name for the estuary
area, Thungarra, meaning ‘sea lion place’, reminding
us of the Irwin district’s rich maritime history and
heritage. The Sea Lion contains a number of
fascinating articles which you will enjoy. And, while
you are engaged with the locality and its lively life, see
the Society’s website, full of interesting information
and attractions to entice us to visit.
In 2018 Kalamunda & Districts Historical Society
conferred special recognition to the following stalwarts
of the Society: Hon Life Membership for Marie
Garwood; and Hon Membership for John Ellison,
Sheila Jackson, Tom Jackson and Garth Bird.

Eastern Goldfields Historical Society
reception

Opening hours of the Old Boulder Power Station are
Monday to Friday 9am to 2pm (excluding public
holidays) and Boulder Market Days or by appointment.

************

Telephone – 08 9093 3360

December 2018 issue of Western Ancestor, journal of
Family History WA, contains a series of articles on
World War I servicemen. One of them (with
accompanying poster-sized reproduction) concerns the
men of the 11th Battalion captured in the famous
photograph taken at the Great Pyramid of Cheops.

Email – eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au
Web – www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au
Marlene Anderson

************
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Valuable donation to the
Library: our thanks
Yvonne & Kevin Coate, Western Australian Lonely
Graves and Burials at Sea, 4 vols, Hesperian Press, 2017.
In Library.

Publisher and RWAHS
member Peter Bridge
together with authors Yvonne
and Kevin Coate have
donated one of a limited
edition of this four-volume
reference work. It is a really
generous gift and we
acknowledge it with many
thanks.
The authors note that,
because of the extreme
isolation, outback graves
were often not officially
registered and therefore it has taken 40 years of
painstaking work to compile the locations and
biographical details now preserved in these volumes.
‘Digging deeply’ certainly has produced some
extraordinary human stories and provided us with a
different perspective from which to view our history.
These four volumes are an extensive addition to several
well-used books, and many historians will testify to the
benefits they have already gained from consulting them
during research.
Heather Campbell recalls their value:
I used Lonely Graves and Burials at Sea (1986)
Community Officer:
Editor History West:

Lesley Burnett
Dr Lenore Layman

Opinions expressed in History West are not necessarily
those of the Royal WA Historical Society (Inc.)

and More Lonely Graves (2000) when writing an
account of the sailing trip my husband and I did around
Australia in our boat Messina in 2000/01. It was
published by Hesperian Press as Messina News and is
also an eBook on Amazon. I used the books to identify
gravesites in some of the out of the way places we
visited. One place was The Graveyard between Hidden
Island and Crocodile Creek in the Kimberley.
The water continually hubbled and bubbled, and we
were not surprised to learn that The Graveyard was so
named because of pearl divers who perished there.
Five men, all in the prime of life, died in or near The
Graveyard between 1911 and 1914. Most originated
from Singapore and Japan, with one notable exception,
a white diver from good old Blighty, Frederick Wilfred
Beesley… No less important were others who died –
Bin Doolah Hussien, Bin Hassan Ali, Bin Toolong Veth
(buried on nearby Cecelia Island), and Sato Tojire, a
native of Japan. [Messina News, 2003: 60-61.]
In turn, Steve Errington recalls that his copy of the first
edition (1986) told him the fate of James Lyons Cook,
his great grandfather's brother, who perished in
Stockyard Gully in 1886. This clarified a story told
Steve by his grandmother who was born in that year.
And I too can testify to the value of the books for
research I undertook concerning early mine fatalities
where the deaths of the first outback prospectors and
miners were often recorded only in Yvonne and
Kevin’s books not in cemetery records.
The Society is indebted to both publisher and authors
for their support.
Lenore Layman
If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by
email, please contact us (9386 3841 or
admin@histwest.org.au with your email address, and
save money and trees by receiving it online!

