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GENERAL MEETING

July 2016

The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 20 July at 6pm. Dr Fred Lovegrove
will present a paper on ‘The Doctors Lovegrove – Thomas Henry, Charles and Fred’.
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm.
Since first arrival in 1868, successive Lovegrove doctors worked in
many country towns in Western Australia.
Thomas Henry Lovegrove, the first to arrive here from England as a
Colonial Medical Officer to the Convict Establishment, was in Bunbury
and Derby; Charles practised in Pinjarra and Mundaring; and Fred was
the doctor in Dumbleyung, Tambellup and Yarloop, among other places.
There have been Lovegrove doctors in WA for nearly 150 years but
these early three have a history of service to medical practice, law,
administration, military and community service which parallels the
development of the colony and state of Western Australia, and the
communities in which they lived.
Dr Joseph Lovegrove and family, London, 1859

Fred Lovegrove has worked in many Perth hospitals over a 47-year period as a physician and
nuclear medicine specialist. He has also worked in Adelaide and Sydney and as a Fellow at Johns
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, USA. He has been President of the ANZ Association of Physicians
in Nuclear Medicine and was able to travel to conferences in the UK and visit the towns of Cranham
and Horsham where the family lived. He is also a member of the ANZ Society of the History of
Medicine, and a graduate of UWA in Medicine and Business Administration.

Vale
We bid sad farewell to two stalwarts of the Society
and remember with gratitude their generous gifts
of time and skills to help the work of the Society.
Honorary Life Members, Kath King and Tony Bolt.

THE NEW MOORA MUSEUM
Moora Historical Society has opened a new
museum in Clinch Street, Moora.
Open every Sunday from 10 am - 3 pm.
Entry is $5 p/p and includes Devonshire Tea
President Kaye Lewis reports –
We have had 2 openings so far with a total of
approximately 100 visitors.
We are still opening Berkshire Valley Folk Museum
twice a year with the next opening in September.

Diary Dates
Fri 1 July: Chr istmas in July Lunch
Wed 6 July, 5.30 pm: Dr Nonja Peter s Hum an
legacy from Dutch VOC shipwreck survivors
Fri 29 July, 10.30 am: State Recor ds Office
WA visit.
Sun 31 July: 2016 A E Williams Histor y Pr ize
submission deadline

Council News
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History in the City

At its meeting held on 9 June items of business
included the following where Council

Reece Harley, our speaker for June, introduced us to
the new Museum of Perth. One of its features is a
series of portraits of soldiers whose photographs were
taken by Dease Studios before the men departed for the
1914-18 War. There are 751 portraits presented in the
exhibition and the Museum would like help in
identifying them. One of the most moving items I saw
in the Museum was a small bowl containing sand from
Anzac Cove. It seemed to signify the difficulties faced
by our soldiers during that era of our history.

welcomed new members – Mandy Burvill,
David Davies, Dr Ashok Kumar, Dr W
Lilleyman, Lynne & William Mias, Lynn &
David Mitchell, Derris Twine;
• acknowledged the Read, Barnard and Edmund
Stirling families’ support of this year’s Pioneers
Memorial Service and thanked Lorraine Clarke,
Cherie Strickland and the Rev’d Fr Ted Doncaster
for ensuring this service was an occasion of which
the Society can be proud;

Besides naming the portraits, the museum is keen to
create a contemporary oral history of Perth, its people
and its buildings. Reece showed us numerous
photographs of the fabric of Perth over time – the No. 3
tram travelling in Hay Street, Barrack Street where the
Dease Studio was situated at No. 117, and the statue
that once topped the now-demolished AMP building.
This statue can still be seen on display in Herdsman
Lake and Reece would like to acquire it for display
again in Perth. Also amongst the photographs were the
Fire Station, Railway Station, Hay Street, Town Hall
and ladies at leisure showing the fashions of the day.

• endorsed a preliminary budget for 2017 while
recognising that there is current uncertainty as to
income sources;
• thoroughly discussed and agreed to support a
recommendation from the Community History
Centre Planning committee that Building and
Bequest Fund monies should be expended to
contract Mark Williams of Donorcentricity Pty Ltd
to prepare a capital fundraising campaign;

At the entrance to the Museum in Grand Lane is the
Henry Saw Café. Henry is thought to have been the
first person to roast coffee in Perth. Together with a
brother and uncle, he acquired a Perth warehouse and
sold a great variety of goods in the 1850s.

• congratulated Assistant AO Lesley Burnett on
attracting noted authors to speak at a highly
successful Booked in for a Cuppa event which
recorded 81 attendees;

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of
each month. Join us at 2pm at the Citiplace Community
Centre on Perth Railway Concourse. Donation $5 entry
with afternoon tea, all welcome.

• acknowledged the good work of Pamela Statham
Drew and Nick Drew in completing a stocktake of
Early Days holdings;

Lorraine Tholet

• ratified an extension of the Lotterywest website
grant project contract with GAIA Resources to 29
August;

A new online research tool: Convict Records of
Western Australia

• received news of a successful Lotterywest grant for
members of Affiliated Societies outside the
metropolitan area to apply to attend the Annual
State History Conference to be held at Armadale in
September;

The Friends of Battye Library are pleased to announce
that Convict Records of W estern A ustralia has been
updated and is now available to view and download
from – www.friendsofbattyelibrary.org.au
on the home page under New Release

• resolved that the Society’s 2017 fundraising second
-hand book sale will be held on site on 1-2 April.

This comprehensive guide builds on the
1990 publication compiled by Gillian
O'Mara. With her blessing, the guide
has been updated and expanded by
Lorraine Clarke and Cherie Strickland
of Swan Genealogy
(www.swangenealogy).

Lennie McCall

Have you thought about submitting an entry in
the A.E. Williams Award competition?

It is now an unparalleled reference guide for family
historians and researchers using WA convict records.
Lorraine and Cherie have travelled the road of convict
research themselves so they know all the pitfalls and
twists and turns in chasing Western Australian
convicts. Their experience can now help you. Follow
the steps they outline to research your convict.

You could win $1000 by writing a profile of any
West Australian past or present. Obtain an entry form
online and submit it, with pictures. Closing date: Sun
31 July.

Proudly supported by the Western Australian History
Foundation.
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The newsletter of the Military History Society of WA
contains an interesting report of the launch of Western
Australian Alex Kerr’s account of his wartime
experiences – Shot Down. A Secret Diary of one
POW's long march to freedom. Alex was shot down
over Germany in 1941 and found himself in a POW
camp for four years. In this time he kept a secret diary
and this book reproduces his diary entries to provide an
account of life in a wartime prison. Also advertised
was W e W ander the Battlefields by Matthew (Midge)
Carter and Trish Woodman which concentrates mainly
on the Zulu and Anglo-Boer Wars. The book is
anecdotal, not academic, but introduces the more
human side of war. The RWAHS Library holds a copy.

Albany Historical Society r epor ts on the State
Heritage listing of Snakerun Skate Park, constructed
in 1976 when skate boarding’s popularity was just
beginning. The park is the oldest in Australia. As
well, the newsletter contains a reminder of the artist
Bella Kelly, whose Retrospective Exhibition has
moved from the Vancouver Arts Centre to the John
Curtin Gallery, Bentley, where it will remain open
until 21 August.
In The Little Bottler, the Colonial Bottle & Collectors
Club of WA pr ovides an inter esting account of the
Waltho family who migrated in 1900 from Geelong to
Mt Magnet where father Samuel worked as a brewer
before moving to Geraldton where father and son
Henry took over an aerated water factory. S. Waltho
& Son stone ginger beer and marble bottles were filled
with the factory’s products. The depression forced a
move to Midland Junction and there Henry continued
with the family business making ginger beer, cola
beer, cola champagne, lemon squash, dry ginger ale
and soda water. Trading ceased in 1942. The number
of these soft drink manufacturing firms around the
State continues to surprise.

Rockingham District Historical Society r eminds us
of Rockingham Road in the 1950s when the guest
house ‘Corry Lynne’ and Eden Park Caravan Park
were in full swing and Kwinana Beach in summer was
full of holidaymakers, campers and picnickers. An
added service opened in 1952 was Mrs Millicent
Power’s caravan Snack Bar. ‘This is well equipped
with the latest electric stoves, toasters, etc, and looks
very attractive with its colored globes’. Is it here in the
early 1950s with the first mobile snack bars that the
take-away fast-food industry began?

Denmark Historical Society’s Koorabup bids a sad
farewell to the Society’s former editor, chairperson
and patron, Ian Conochie, who died at the grand age
of 91 on 18 May. He left a wonderful legacy in
teaching as well as voluntary work.

The VOC Historical Society newsletter contains a
lively account of the Batavia story with colourful
illustrations.

Walpole Nornalup and District Historical Society
awarded its inaugural life membership to Helen Pierce
who has worked for the Society for over twenty years,
contributing in a multitude of ways – organising
excursions and talks, researching needed historical
information and donating memorabilia. President
Elizabeth Shaw made the presentation.

Fremantle History Society r eports its support for
the initiative of the Fremantle City Council and the
State Heritage Office to list Fremantle’s West End as
a precinct in the register of heritage places, but
rejects the omission of the Arthur Head A Class
Reserve from that draft listing. The Society is calling
for the incorporation of the Reserve in the listing as
an integral part of the West End. Members are also
looking forward to listening to the National Trust’s
new CEO, Julian Donaldson, at their July AGM.

***********
The Royal Historical Society of Queensland’s latest
Bulletin reports that there is to be a second volume to
the popular publication – Lost Brisbane and
surrounding areas 1860 to 1960, to be published and
released by QBD The Bookshop before Christmas. As
with volume 1, approximately 500 photographs will be
accompanied by descriptive text. Many of the
photographs have not been widely seen before, so the
book is well worth chasing up for those with a
Queensland interest.

Kalamunda & Districts Historical Society sadly
reports the death of Barbara Harper-Nelson, a
founding and long-time active member of the
Society. Included is an excerpt of an oral interview in
which Barbara describes the years from 1962 as the
Harper Nelsons settled into their Kalamunda life. The
Society also thanks resigning President Gaye
Bridgement for all her work and especially for the
Town Centre Heritage Walk Trail.

The Federation of Australian Historical Societies
eBulletin brings the good news that the Historical
Society of the Northern Territory’s sear ch for
permanent accommodation is over. The Society is now
the owner of a property in the Darwin suburb of
Woolner, courtesy of an anonymous donor. About 90
sq. metres of air-conditioned floor space plus two
dedicated car-parking spaces are available, part to be
allocated to permanent storage and the rest to meetings
and displays. A grand opening is planned for June.

Maritime Heritage Association’s jour nal contains
a number of maritime history stories, among them an
account of the end of HMS Plym, the frigate
containing the atomic bomb exploded off Trimouille
Island in the Monte Bello Islands on 3 October 1952.
Maylands Historical & Peninsula Association’s
talk for May was given by Iva Cirkovic and Naomi Lam
from the Western Australian Museum Development
Service Team who spoke on the conservation of
archives. This sounds like a talk to be recommended.
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Pioneers Memorial Service 2016:
A tribute to the Read, Barnard and
Edmund Stirling families

On second daughter Edith’s 18th birthday, she married
journalist Edmund Stirling (formerly Starling) in the
bullrush church in Hay Street. In 1831 Edmund Starling
was a reporter on the colony's first printed newspaper,
the Fremantle Observer, Perth Gazette and W estern
Australian Journal and went on to become the owner of
the Inquirer, another of the colony’s early newspapers.
He also became a member of the Town Hall Trust, City
Councillor and part-owner of the WA Telegraph
Company. Edmund and Ethel had eleven children – six
girls and five boys. Ethel lived to 68 years of age and is
buried here at East Perth with her husband.

Below is a condensed version of the full citation
outlining the family history which was read by Rod
Read and is available in the Library.

George and Elizabeth's youngest daughter, Emma,
married Henry Laroche Cole, a seaman who became a
Perth merchant. He built and owned the United Service
Tavern as well as several top-notch race-horses. He
held shares in the first gold mine in WA at Armadale
and became Chairman of the Town Trust and Perth
Town Council.
George and Elizabeth's second son, Mark, married
Ann, daughter of John and Elizabeth Barnard, who had
arrived on the Lotus in 1829 with siblings Edward,
William and Charles. John Barnard was a foreman in
Latour's party of colonists at Leschenault and later
moved to the York district, where he died in 1859. He
was returned to Perth to be buried and shares his
resting place with George and Charles Read.

The story begins with George Read. The year is 1829,
and George and Elizabeth Read lived on an estate near
Gillingham in Dorset. Squire Weld could no longer
afford to employ farmers on his holdings, so suggested
that George take his family to America or alternatively
to the new colony on Swan River where Thomas Peel
was looking for families to settle. George decided to
take the plunge.

Edward Barnard became the publican of ‘The City
Arms’ hotel in the 1840s, eventually settling at the
Vasse. Edward died, aged 75, and is buried here at East
Perth. William Barnard married Ann Lewis and was a
gardener, boatman and storekeeper. He died, aged 53,
and is also buried here at East Perth. Charles Barnard
sadly died as a young child. Ellen Jane Barnard was
born in Perth in 1834, after the family's arrival, and
became Mark Read's second wife.

On 7 January 1830, George and Elizabeth with sons,
Charles and Mark, and daughters, Maria, Ethel and
Emma, left England on the Rockingham. The ship
dropped anchor in Cockburn Sound on 14 May but that
evening it was blown ashore. The passengers were all
landed safely at Clarence Beach, also known as Peel
Town. After the failure of Peel’s enterprise, with no
seeds to plant or wages paid or fresh food supplied, the
Read family moved to Perth.

Mark Read built a two-storey home on Mounts Bay
Road for his wife Ann. They had six children, although
two died in infancy. Mark was a successful
businessman, operating a boating business on the Swan
River and at Fremantle. He earned a living as a
gardener and waterman, owning three lighters
transporting passengers and cargo from Gage Roads

George built the first four-roomed house in Mount
Street, materials for the clay walls, she-oak shingles
and jarrah window frames coming from Mount Eliza.
George and Elizabeth’s children made successful lives
in the new colony. Their elder son Charles worked as a
labourer, gardener, sawyer and carpenter. He lived his
life at Mount Street where he died in 1875 and is
buried here at East Perth with his father.
Eldest daughter, Maria, had been assisted ashore from
the stricken Rockingham by William Foster. Six years
later they married and had eight children, for a time
farming at York. Later they became publicans of the
Narrogin Inn at Armadale. After William was
murdered in 1874, Maria returned to Perth where she
died ten years later and is buried here at East Perth
with her husband.
4

History West, July 2016

and Garden Island. Tragically, Ann died at the young
age of 30 in 1855. Mark and Ann's sister Ellen Jane
later married, having five more children. Mark, Ann
and Ellen are all buried here at East Perth.

his citation Ron Read
told the pioneers’ stories
and linked them to
current family members.

Among the passengers who also made the long journey
on the Rockingham were James and Ruth Read and
their five children. Although his relationship to George
Read is not clear, they were family from the same town.
James set himself up as a market gardener on Garden
Island where he lived for almost 30 years, supplying
vegetables to Fremantle and Perth.

After the service, Father
Ted led the families to
the graves which had
been literally flagged by Lorraine Clarke and Cherie
Strickland - who also put on a scrumptious afternoon
tea for all attending.
Pamela Statham Drew

So George Read, the man who started it all, lies at rest to
the west of the Chapel, together with Charles his son
and John Barnard. George Read's wife Elizabeth shares
her final resting place near Bronte Street with two of her
Stirling great-grandchildren, Adelaide and Edmund.

Remembering Them –
Narrogin’s Exhibition
The district’s World War 1 history is on display at the
Old Courthouse Museum, Narrogin, until 20 July. It
tells of the district during the war, the impact of war on
local families and homefront activities. The town was
busy and enterprising – a doll factory was established
when it became hard to find children’s toys; the
enterprising Mrs Southern set a spinning wheel going
again and warm woollen garments were knitted and
sewed; and a great many fundraising activities were
held to assist the Red Cross. Beautifully embroidered
postcards tell of loving contact between family
members far apart and soldiers’ equipment reminds of
the realities of war. This is an exhibition well worth
seeing.

We have found 32
members of the Read
family buried at East
Perth Cemetery. These
were ordinary people,
men and women, who
contributed much to
the Swan River
The Read family tree on display
Colony, through hard
work, enterprise and endurance of many hardships.
Starting with the arrival of George and Elizabeth and
their five children, by 1875 when George died, the Read
clan numbered more than 65

Photographs courtesy Western Australian Museum

2016 Pioneers Memorial Service
A large crowd attended the 62nd RWAHS Pioneers
Memorial Service at St
Bartholomew’s Chapel in the
East Perth Cemeteries on
Sunday 5 June. This year the
occasion commemorated the
Read family with close ties to
the Barnard and Edmund
Stirling families.
The Chapel was decorated
inside with a large bowl of
colourful flowers arranged by
Margaret Medcalf and Jill
Maughan. About fifty people
sat inside the chapel – family
to the left and VIPs
(including the Deputy Mayor of Perth and Alannah
MacTiernan) to the right – and quite a number stood at
the back with another small crowd around an outside
speaker. Father Ted Doncaster took the service with his
beautiful voice resonating for the last time as he has
now officially retired (at 85).
The Reads had an enormous family tree set out on a
table outside the Chapel with more than 150 names. In
5

Museum News

History West, July 2016

Mary Dorn – a stylish woman

in 1921 and later re-named
Walsh’s Building. A photograph
taken with a friend in 1920 at
Lafayette Studios in Barrack
Street shows an elegant Mary
wearing a conventional outfit.
Five years later she was
embracing the new age Art
Deco world, making a Flapper
dress with a flat boyish bodice,
deep V-neck and sensuous biascut clingy skirt. With its black
georgette fabric blitzed with
Mary Dorn (on right) and friend
beadwork, rose-pink Dufy-style acc no. c2015.71 box 169
flowers, silver geometric
Egyptian shapes and spangled silver bead shafts (like
Gaumont cinema rays), it evoked images of languid
tangos, jazz and cocktail parties.

King Louis X1V, that arbiter of style, who made
France the world’s leader of taste, once said ‘fashion
is a mirror of history’, a fitting description of a
Flapper dress and fashion photographs recently given
to the costume collection. They belonged to Mary
Dorn, proprietor of an exclusive dress shop in West
Perth in the 1920s.
Miss Dorn’s new shop nestled behind traditional red
brick and wooden arches under a shady canopy and
walking space on the ground floor of Marlborough
House in Hay Street. An Art Deco building, it was
designed in 1923 as an hotel with arcade, its arches and
balconies a reflection of Federation Gothic architecture,
like Perth Girls’ Orphanage on Adelaide Terrace.
Mary Dorn gave her
Australian shop a French
name, La Femme Chic,
written across the front
glass window. This was a
commercial ploy and Mary
wasn’t the first or last nonFrench proprietor to use it.
In the 18th century, despite
being enemies, English
Court fashion leaders
looked to Paris for their
latest styles and French
tailors swarmed into
La Femme Chic, 12 Feb. 1924
Marlborough House,
London, opening fashion
Hay St, West Perth
houses and monopolising
P2016/201 acc no. c2015.71 box 169
trade. English tailors and
seamstresses fought back, adopting false but
fashionable French manners and names like
Mademoiselle de Neufville or Madame Fauvette on
the excuse that nothing merely English was selling in
their shops as modern ladies ‘from their shift to their
topknots must be equipped from Deare Paris’.

The Flapper style influenced
future decades of costume.
Waist-less and bust-less it
removed the need for heavy
corsets, and raised hemlines to
flirt with the knees for the first
time ever in fashion history.
Newspaper columnists wrote:
after decades of covering
up the female silhouette, it
was inevitable that when
the limit had been reached
in one direction the only
possible action to take was
to go in the other.

Mary’s flapper dress
acc no. c2015.71 box 169

But the fashion for wearing a genuine Flapper dress
lasted for only three years (1925-1928) before fading
away in the face of the looming Great Depression.
Mary Dorn married Jack Wade in 1930, choosing
Bartletto Studios, next door to John’s Silk Shop in Hay
Street, as her wedding photographer. Little is known of
La Femme Chic after her marriage, but she later traded
in James Street as ‘Dressmaker and Manufacturer’.

Swan Colony’s colonial modern ladies also desired
to ‘… be equipped from Deare Paris’. Charlotte
Walker sasheyed around Albany in her 1850s
crinoline cage with its French label ‘Thomson’s Paris
Prize No.375’. Caroline Bussell’s gowns came from
‘Madame Jacquinet Cite de Palms, Paris’. Hilda
Merryweather’s Art Deco diamanté and glass-bead
French dress shimmered across Perth’s 1920s dance
floors, while Connie Smith’s fish-scale sequin
Flapper, split to the thigh, was worn on many
occasions. She acquired it while on her Grand
European Tour in 1927; it came with a small
business card, ‘Made by Madam Dinah, 13 Rue St.
Augustine Paris’.

Marlborough House, approx. 1964, before demolition.
144244PD SLWA.

Mary Dorn’s Flapper dress wasn’t made in ‘Deare
Paris’ but in Perth. Her seamstresses didn’t work
from La Femme Chic either, but from an upper floor
of the newly restored Economic Store, gutted by fire

Marlborough House, also known as Silverton’s Private
Hotel, was demolished in 1964.
Jo Pearson
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erudite and multi-talented
Victoria Laurie can spin an
entertaining tale which has
the reader pressing forward
to find out more. Journalist
Laurie can write, or for that
matter talk, authoritatively
on a wide range of subjects,
political, social, historical,
art or in this case natural
history. Her new book on the
southwest of Western
Australia not only delves
into historical fact but also touches lightly on political
and social concerns as she covers aspects of the rare
and wonderful nature of plant and animal life in this
world biodiversity hotspot. In doing so, she details the
work of many who care about trying to save this
wondrous place from the depredations of the past and
problems of the future. There is, however, no strident
griping to irritate the reader, just scientific facts wellpresented with delicate asides and a descriptive
vocabulary which delights as each new wonder is
brought colourfully to life. Animals and plants nearly
dance, slither, glow, or whatever their interesting
peculiarity is, across the pages. As a naturalist’s
daughter and botanical researcher myself, brought up
on many of the featured items, I can attest to the
accuracy of the descriptions.

What a winner it
was! The meeting
room at morning
teatime on
Wednesday 8 June
was full, with
people overflowing
into the hall and
foyer. The event
sold out and
generated a waiting
list! Patrick
Cornish was a
splendid MC and authors Bernice Barry, Vicky Laurie
and Steve Errington spoke of their latest publications
while Sue Clarke recommended children’s books. Our
thanks to Lesley Burnett for her many skills in
organising it all.

It is clear that Vicki Laurie cares for her subject – this
part of our continent below a line drawn roughly
between Kalbarri and Esperance and including the seas
around the coasts. Condemned by Charles Darwin in
1836 but lauded by Joseph Hooker (Director of the
Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew) in 1855 as
‘extraordinary’, this southwest corner of the Australian
continent is one of the top thirty-four hotspots in the
world as defined by Conservation International and it
may surprise many to know the only one in Australia.
A hot spot is defined as an internationally important
place that has exceptional concentrations of local or
‘endemic’ species but that is in danger due to
exceptional loss of habitat. One third of Australia’s
known plant species are found in this area and those
that survive number more than twice all of Europe.
How many we have lost cannot be known. Insects are
apparently ten times more prolific and we have already
lost at least ten of the forty mammals that used to
inhabit the Swan Coastal Plain.

Children’s Books

The Bookshop has a splendid array for all ages. Do
browse the stock if you have a youngster or two in
your life. One book recommended by Sue was –
Raewyn Caisley, illustrated by Karen Blair: Hello
from Nowhere. (Penguin/Viking books)
This picture book for
children aged between
three and seven is the
sort of book that parents
hope their child will
choose for the bedtime
story. The words are
sparing, simple and
intriguing, supported by
absolutely delightful
illustrations. It most deservedly won the Picture Book
of the Year award for 2015. The book sold out on the
morning, but more copies are on order.

Laurie has divided the book into nine areas and
described the geological structure as well as flora and
fauna. She takes us on a fascinating journey through
what Hooker, when writing of the plant life, described
as ‘… really the most extraordinary place in the world’.
Plentiful and exquisite full-page images by a variety of
photographers enrich the text. Those who care about
our environment will be entranced and others cannot
help but be educated by this fascinating read. I
commend this book to anyone. It assists in inspiring
respect for our ancient land and should be in every
school and council library and on every politician’s
reading list.

Book Review

Victoria Laurie, The Southwest: Australia’s
Biodiversity Hotspot. UWA Publishing, Crawley,
2015. 232 pp. Illustrations. SP $45 MP 40.50.
In Library.
Reviewer: Dorothy Erickson
Few people have the gift to make books that are full of
scientific information also an engaging read, but the
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Royal Western Australian Historical Society
State History Conference of Affiliated Societies
Proudly hosted by the City of Armadale and Birtwistle Local Studies Library
Friday 2 to Sunday 4 September 2016
All members are invited to join us in Armadale for the State History Conference. The weekend starts on Friday
evening with an organ recital, welcome reception and supper at the St Mary in the Valley Church, Kelmscott. On
Saturday many interesting papers will be presented, as well as the Merit award, at the conference venue – Champion
Lakes Christian Centre, Kelmscott.
The Conference dinner will be held at Avocados Function Centre, Kelmscott, overlooking the Canning River. On
Sunday morning coach tours will view local heritage highlights, followed by lunch and the handover to Wanneroo –
next year’s host.
You are welcome to attend all or part of the Conference. If you have never attended a Conference, past participants
can assure you that you will enjoy the experience, including meeting Affiliated members from all over WA.
Early-bird registrations close 18 July; all other registrations on 15 August.
Fees:
Early-bird Conference Fee
Standard Conference Fee
Dinner
Sunday Tour and Lunch

$85.00
$95.00
$75.00
$40.00

Conference registration and accommodation bookings are available;
please contact the Armadale Visitor Centre at www.visitarmadale.com.au or phone 9394 5410
For more information please:
• contact the Conference Convenor Susan Hall on 9394 or email: SHall@armadale.wa.gov.au
• or Lynn O’Hara, Administrative Officer at the RWAHS Office on
9386 3841 or email: admin@histwest.org.au
Administrative Officer : Lynn O’Har a
Assistant Admin Officer : Lesley Bur nett
Editor History West: Dr Lenore Layman
Opinions expressed in History W est are not necessarily
those of the Royal WA Historical Society (Inc.)

If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in hard
copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by email,
please contact us (9386 3841 or admin@histwest.org.au
with your email address, and save money and trees by
receiving it online!

