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GENERAL MEETING

June 2018

The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 20 June at 6pm
when Peter Ellery will present a paper on ‘Born in Fire - the Discovery and
Development of Australia’s North West Shelf Natural Gas Resources’.
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm.
In 1971 an oil exploration joint venture initiated by Australian junior
explorer Woodside Oil discovered a vast reservoir of natural gas deep
beneath the Indian Ocean, 135km offshore from Dampier on the Pilbara
coast. The 700 metre thick North Rankin gas reservoir was trapped
2,400 metres under the floor of the cyclone-prone sea which was 125
metres deep above the well head. Drilled on the extreme frontier of
offshore petroleum exploration and production technology, it was
1,300km from Perth, the nearest possible market, 4000km from possible
east coast Australian markets and 7,000km from possibly viable markets
in Japan.

The drilling vessel Ocean Digger flares gas from
North Rankin A Discovery well, 1971.

As North Rankin under test belched flames and smoke, the company’s
share price soared and the outlook looked good for Woodside and the
four foreign-owned oil companies which owned half the project
between them. But it would take 18 years and cost $7 billion to bring
the critical Domestic Gas (supplying Western Australia) and Liquefied
Natural Gas (supplying Japan) phases of the North West Shelf Natural
Gas Project into production.

As it moved towards development Woodside played unsought roles in Australia’s biggest political crisis and one of
our most sensational industrial disputes, while also being caught up in London’s biggest financial collapse, and a
revolution and invasion in Portuguese Timor. Peter’s paper tells of the exploration and development of the North
West Shelf as Australia’s biggest national development project at the time, and the emergence of Woodside as one
of Australia’s leading public companies, now totally free of overseas control.
Peter Ellery has been an obser ver and par ticipant in the development of the Pilbar a
resource industries for 50 years. As a journalist for the W est A ustralian and A ge newspapers he
reported on the development of the iron ore industry and Wapet’s Barrow Island oil project in the
1960s. He then served as Woodside’s Manager of Public Affairs from 1972 to 1987 and as Chief
Executive Officer of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy from 1987 to 1997. Peter Ellery was
appointed a Member of the Order of Australia in 2006 for services to the minerals industry.
Attention all Members and Friends

AE Williams Western Australian History Prize
The Society is keen to spread the word about our exciting, redesigned prize in Western Australian history.
It is now a publication prize and is open to everyone.
The prize draws on funds donated by the late Mr AE Williams, Mrs Ellen Williams, and recently augmented
by their son Dr Alby Williams and Mrs Sue Williams, to promote interest in the history of Western Australia.
A former headmaster in the Education Department, Mr AE (Bert) Williams was a respected teacher
and historian, and former president of the Society. The prize honours his work.
For full details, consult the flyer attached to the May issue of History W est.
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History in the City

Council News

Our May talk was given by Tammy-Rae Schaper and
Janet McCallum on the Young Australia League: past,
present and future of the oldest youth organisation in
Australia. The Young Australia League was formed in
1905 and did a lot to promote Australia, touring
overseas and, as early as 1911, spending a year in the
USA. This was followed by a tour of England and the
continent. A group on tour to USA at the time of
Herbert Hoover’s inauguration was presented with the
US Presidential Wreath, the only one presented outside
USA, and it has pride of place at the YAL’s
headquarters in Murray Street.

At its meeting held on 10 May business included the
following where Council
• welcomed new members – Kat Black, Alex
& Jenn Campbell, Peter Edmonds, James
Ellery, Jan Geary, Dr John Hall, Margaret
Kirby, Heather Mernick, Rowena Withers;
• welcomed Wendy Lugg, Hon. Artist in Residence,
to Council;
• received a final report from committee convenors
Pamela and Nick Drew that the Secondhand Book
Sale’s proceeds amounted to $25,438;

In 1929, the League purchased land in the Darling
Scarp and this was named Araluen and dedicated by J J
Simons to the youth of WA. Another significant
dedication was The Grove of the Unforgotten and was a
tribute to 89 YAL members killed during World War I.
More tours were undertaken following World War II
but, after the death of the founder in 1948, the YAL’s
strength declined. The property at Araluen fell into
disrepair and was taken over by the WA government.
However the spirit of the YAL continues. In its early
years of developing sporting groups and tours to enable
its members to visit other countries, it emphasised the
importance of fellowship and community.

• thanked Immediate Past President Sally Anne
Hasluck for her report on the Creative Partnerships
Australia’s Major Gifts Masterclass;
• noted that new volunteers were being sought from
Volunteering WA to assist in the Society’s
Bookshop and Library;
• thanked Assistant Treasurer and Finance
Committee member Nick Drew for securing goodvalue insurance renewals;
• continued planning the 64th Annual Pioneers
Memorial Service at East Perth Cemeteries to
commemorate the Carr and Guilfoyle families;

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of
each month. Our talk on 4 July will be given by
Philippa Rogers on Memories of the Trans-Australian
Railway. Join us at 2pm at the Citiplace Community
Centre on Perth Railway Concourse. Donation $5.
entry with afternoon tea, all welcome.

• resolved to hold a special Council meeting to
discuss financial and fundraising matters for 2019
and beyond;

Lorraine Tholet

• resolved to seek funding for a project coordinator
to assist with the J M Wright Costume
Preservation project

Welcome to new Museum volunteer
Heather Mernick

• discussed the application to Lotterywest for assistance
with fundraising and business planning for the
proposed History West Community History Centre.
Lennie McCall Chairperson

Another event for your Diary
A talk by author Anthony Hill
on researching and writing historical novels
at Stirling House on Wednesday 13 June 2018, 5.30-6pm
Anthony Hill is an award-winning Australian author
of 18 books of stories ranging from the First and
Second World Wars, soldier settlement, prisoners of
war, boy soldiers and war orphans to the Aboriginal
Stolen Generations. His latest book is based on Samuel
Speed, the last convict to die in Western Australia.
Anthony writes for adults and younger readers.
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Mystery Photo

Book Launch of
The Game That Counts
A happy event held on Wednesday 18 April celebrated
the launch of The Game That Counts written by Dr
Joseph Christensen – a biography of Irvine Owen
Gaze, Antarctic adventurer and airman. The book is
the product of Member Vivienne Stewart’s
determination and support. Vivienne is the grand niece
of Irvine Gaze and has conserved important papers
relating to Irvine as well as numerous photographs.
She travelled to the Antarctic on three occasions, and
visited some of the sites named in the book; and she
supported the writing and publication of the book.
Our President, the Hon. Bob Nicholson, launched the
book, recognising that ‘a great deal is owed to
Vivienne for her maintained interest in an important
part of history and to Mandy Loton who has assisted
her’. He said (in part):
In 1894, when gold had been discovered in Western
Australia, Irvine’s family moved here. So details of his
early life took place in places familiar to us today. The
family settled first in West Perth and later in
Claremont. Irvine attended nearby Scotch College
before the opportunity arose for him to work in his
father’s expanding business in Melbourne.
The history of Antarctic exploration lies at the heart of
the book. This became the defining experience of
Irvine’s life – he would always be remembered as a
member of the historic Shackleton expedition which
intended to complete a crossing of the Antarctic
continent, so demonstrating that it comprised a single,
contiguous landmass. Here lay the real tragedy of
Irvine’s role in the accompanying expedition – dubbed
the Ross Sea Party – that had the task of establishing
depots to replenish Shackleton’s party. These efforts
over two years of extreme hardship were futile because
Shackleton failed to even land in Antarctica.
The book brings us face to face with the nature of
Antarctic hardships: snowfalls, blizzards, winds,
accidents, crevices, caring for dogs, man hauling, seal
hunting, the loss of their vessel, and deaths. Where
Irvine triumphed was that he maintained a diary which
now enables historians to form a better judgment on
the events. Reading the book is bound to convince you
that Irvine and others earned the Polar Medal
awarded by George V in 1918.
Many thanks to Viv and Mandy. In all, 72 books were
sold on the night, the proceeds of $1,440 being
donated to the Society.

A Country Bowls competition
Taken about the turn of the 19th to 20th century, this
formal record of a bowls competition was taken by
professional photographer Morris Clarke (or Charles?).
The sheds at the rear may be part of an oval or
racecourse and both men’s and women’s teams are
represented. Note the bowls in front and the family
groups. Stickers indicate that the photograph was part
of a lot sold by Hayes Auctioneers. If you have any
information about the photo, please contact the library
on 9386 3841 or email library@histwest.org.au

New Museum volunteer Ainslie prepares an
artefact for the exhibition renewal.
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Museum News
Utilising the recent Community Heritage Grant
In 2017 the Society won a Community Heritage Grant
to undertake a Preservation Needs Assessment to look
at the physical condition of our costume collection, the
suitability of current housing and storage facilities, and
to recommend on the development of a conservation
program for significant items in the Museum
collection. During three very full days last December,
three museum volunteers worked with assessors – Dr
Ian MacLeod and Ms Rinske Car – to examine 100
costume items, representing approximately 5% of the
costume collection. Among the garments assessed were
those highly rated in the 2012 Significance Assessment
and others quarantined following the December 2015
discovery of a roof leak that had resulted in both mould
damage and an insect infestation.

Rinske Car used a digital microscope and computer to closely
examine details, including this embroidery on an 18th century
garment brought to Western Australia by settlers.

inside the storage boxes is remarkably stable in both
temperature and humidity.
One valuable recommendation which we hope to take
forward is to digitise the more fragile items in the
collection using three-dimensional photography as a
cost-effective way of preserving the original materials
whilst offering a means of sharing images of the
garments through our website. This will provide access
to our collection database from anywhere in the world.
The grant brought the needs of the costume collection
into high definition in the Society, resulting in the
decision to direct a recent bequest towards assisting
with the major project that lies ahead, starting with the
search for an external work and storage space and an
experienced project leader. The Preservation Needs
Assessment and the knowledge gained from it provide
a strong base for launching the major project ahead.
We can now proceed to seek funding for storage, 3D
digitization and specialist staff to manage the crucial
next period. There is a long way to go but this was an
essential, timely and invaluable stride towards our goal
of ensuring proper care of and access to our valuable
costume collection. We are most grateful for the
assistance provided by this Community Heritage Grant.

Volunteer Wendy Lugg with Dr Ian MacLeod and Rinske Car

The items still in quarantine were mainly those badly
affected by mould. The assessors inspected these
quarantined garments and found that the long quarantine
period had resulted in the mould becoming dormant,
enabling the more minor damage to be treated by spot
cleaning. Dr MacLeod cleaned some of the damage,
using the opportunity to train museum volunteers in how
to undertake minor mould-removal themselves.
Although we have had occasional contact with both Dr
MacLeod and Ms Car in the past, working with them
on this project has enabled us to build a strong
relationship with ongoing benefits. We have received
further pro-bono advice and physical assistance from
Dr MacLeod. He also used his contacts to call on the
services of a trusted dry cleaner willing to provide probono treatment of badly mould-affected ecclesiastical
garments we had feared were beyond rescue. They
have now been cleaned and returned to the collection
and a Certificate of Appreciation has acknowledged the
drycleaner’s generosity. The same dry cleaner is now
cleaning our fur collection, again pro-bono, a muchappreciated contribution.
The Society has significant storage problems. The report
confirms our knowledge that many of the costume boxes
are overcrowded and the collection requires a major
repack to remedy this situation. Many of the gowns need
longer boxes to prevent unnecessary folding.
The scale used to identify the items in most significant
need from among the 100 items assessed will be a
useful guide for us as we prioritise the needs of the
remainder of the collection. But we must first find a
remedy for our lack of storage space. It was reassuring
to discover that, despite the shortcomings of the small,
inadequately insulated storeroom, the environment

Ian, Val and Wendy at work

Val Hutch & Wendy Lugg
The Community Heritage Grants program is funded by
the Australian Government through the National
Library of Australia, the Department of
Communications and the Arts, the National Archives of
Australia, the National Film and Sound Archive, and
the National Museum of Australia.
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Open Day for Heritage Week
Open Day on Sunday 6 May provided a great opportunity for members
and first-time visitors to see the renewed Western Land exhibition, to
hear interesting talks about items in the collection and, last but not
least, to enjoy musical entertainment. Visitors were transported with
beautiful music played by professional musician Genia Tsigel on an
antique German Leipzig piano donated to the Society in 1939. Genia is
also from Germany and a museum volunteer.
Enlightenment on parts of the collection and the current exhibition was
provided by Sue Clarke speaking on life in early Kalgoorlie; Val
Hutch on the Dorothee Stick Collection which includes items once
owned by her family in Germany; Mike Taylor on the construction of
the goldfields pipeline; and Wendy Lugg on basketry and on pearling.
As well, a captivating display of historical photographs, set up by
Kerry Eivers and Dave Melvin, engaged many people. Curious visitors
enjoyed the open library, courtesy of Jill Maughan, and the Bookshop
run by Marie Francoise Scott enticed visitors to browse. Feeding the
body as well as the mind, guests enjoyed the afternoon tea provided.
This event was made possible by a large group of dedicated volunteers
from all parts of the Society. Our warm thanks to them all.
Ros Currie

Clockwise from top left: Enjoying the Open Day talks, Genia Tsigel, Sue Clarke,
Mike Taylor, Val Hutch, A colourful display
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York’s ANZAC Exhibition

towns had provided the biggest sacrifice in terms of
both numbers of volunteers and the after-shock. With
their men gone, a whole generation of women had to
take on responsibilities their parents would never have
dreamed of them assuming. These women pulled
Australia through the hardest of times – two wars and a
depression. The Minister said he was glad to see the
role of women featured in the exhibition – though with
two female curators he should not have been surprised.
After thanking a large number of people, Carole
Littlefair, Shire Heritage Officer, and Katie Benfield,
Curator of the Residency Museum, led their VIPs (the
sons and daughters of those featured in the exhibition)
into the Town Hall.
The doors opened to a sea of life-sized silhouettes
crowding the floor. Around the walls were display
boards telling the story of the First World War and
Australia’s part in it. Alongside were cabinets with war
memorabilia belonging to individual York soldiers.
These men were featured in the life-sized silhouettes
throughout the hall – one side had their faces, body and
uniform and the other side had artwork from primary
school children after hearing their stories. Each man
was named together with his period of service if
known. It was eerie and hard-hitting to come eye to eye
with a young soldier, and then see the vivid colours
used by children in their perceptions of the war stories.
There was
something in the
Hall for everyone.
Visitors were
encouraged to take
a small booklet
and follow a
particular soldier.
A corner had been
set up as a small
theatre to show a
The mass of silhouettes
collection of
photographs taken
by York’s chemist,
Lionel Sargent.
Smuggled home in
a tobacco tin, the
tiny black and
white images show
what life was
actually like at
Gallipoli, having a
hair cut, washing
clothes, smoking,
A side panel on VC winner, local boy
playing cards, etc.
Lawrence McCarthy – and primary
These priceless
school artwork
pieces of history
tell us more than many words and we are lucky that
this privately-owned collection has been lent to the
Shire for the Exhibition.
This is a must-see exhibition and it is free. Do tell your
friends and gather a group to go to York together. It is
open daily, 9.30 am to 3.30 pm until 25 July (closing
for lunch 12.30 to 1.30.). There is an activity table at
the back for kids – and chairs for tired grandparents.
Don’t miss it.

Tuesday 24 April, the day before Anzac Day, saw a
large group of York people from all walks of life
assemble in the space between the Shire Library and
the Town Hall. The occasion was the launch of York’s
Anzac Exhibition which Robert Mitchell, of Museums
Galleries Australia, said was the third largest in the
state, coming in after the Army Museum in Fremantle
and the magnificent National Anzac Centre in Albany.
David Wallace, Shire President, welcomed guests and
introduced Kevin Fitzgerald, a local Noongar whose
family served in the First World War, to give the
Welcome to Country. This was done simply and
sincerely, with a hope for the growth of mutual respect
in our increasingly multicultural society.
The President of the local RSL, Kevin Trent, explained
that this exhibition grew out of the statewide
Remembering Them pr oject sponsor ed by the WA
Museum, Lotterywest and the Royal Western Australian
Historical Society. As a regional partner, York’s
Residency Museum took on the project for the Shire of
York, promising that it would be the most significant
ANZAC exhibition to be shown in the wheatbelt. And it
has well and truly lived up to that promise.
Over 400 First
World War
soldiers were
traced as coming
from the York
district, including
eleven indigenous
soldiers and one
nurse. The
committee decided
to include as many
Crowd at Launch
men as possible in
the display and
was delighted to
reach 100 with
reasonably full
information: a
group of men of all
ages, all
backgrounds and
recruited
throughout the
four year war – not
just the initial
Robert Mitchell and Shire President
David Wallace
volunteers.
The people of York helped enormously in preparing
the display, lending personal items and never-before
seen pictures and diaries. Some families, like the
Duperouzels, were delighted to see material shown
them by researchers which they had never seen before.

Hon. Christian Porter, MHR for
Pearce, launching the exhibition

The Hon. Christian
Porter launched
the exhibition,
saying how proud
York must be to
have played such a
large part in WA’s
contribution to the
First World War.
Throughout
Australia country

Pamela Statham Drew
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Have you noticed the
historical stone?

Quite a change from a cup of coffee to a glass of beer,
don’t you think? Yet there appears to be no account of
the reason for such a change, although one doesn’t
need to use much imagination to arrive at an answer.
After all, it was ‘boom time’ as the gold rushes
continued to influence life in the city.
The Federal Hotel, as it was named in 1898, continued
its existence until the land was acquired by the
government, in accordance with the Public Works and
Main Roads Acts of Parliament, in preparation for the
construction of the new Mitchell Freeway. The
contents of the hotel had been auctioned off, the
distinctive tower was removed in 1969, and the
building finally demolished in 1972. What a loss it was
to see such a splendid heritage building disappear from
Perth’s landscape.
A more complete account of its history has been placed
recently in the Library at Stirling House.

A couple of years ago our Society de-accessioned one
of the historical stones that had been placed against the
south wall of Stirling House and it was then handed
over to the firm erecting the new Anglican Church
House in Pier Street, Perth. This was because the stone
had been part of a gable in the first Church Office
erected in 1897 and it is presently on view in the
entrance to the new building.
As a result only one stone still remains in the Society’s
care and this article explores something of its history,
which is really quite interesting. This foundation stone
bears the following inscription:
THE WESTRALIAN.
This stone was laid by BERNARD STEIN ESQ
on Wednesday the 25th Day of November 1896.
J W Wright & Co Architects
G Nicol Builder City
Similarly worded articles in the W est A ustralian and
Daily News, both dated 8 September 1896, bore the
headline: ‘NEW COFFEE PALACE IN PERTH’ and
went on to give the architect’s detailed description of
the proposed building. The Inquirer and W est
Australian both reported the laying of the foundation
stone two and a half months later. However, it was the
WA Record that stated: ‘It is the intention of Mr B
Stein to erect a large coffee palace at the corner of
Wellington and George Streets. The want of such
institutions in Perth has frequently been commented
on, and there is little doubt that in time they will be as
popular as they are in Victoria and Sydney’.
In those days the term ‘coffee palace’ was mainly
descriptive of temperance hotels, so it was no surprise
to read that in May 1897 the notice published for the
letting of the lease described the building as the
Westralian Coffee Palace. The real surprise comes
when one reads in the report published in the W est
Australian on 8 March 1898 that the Quarterly
Licensing Courts had issued a ‘Publican’s General
License to Michael Daley, the lessee of the Federal
Hotel, George and Wellington streets, Perth’. At that
time it was noted that Daley was the lessee of Stein’s
Coffee Palace and that a license had been obtained in
late 1897. It was officially reopened as the Federal
Hotel in January 1898.

Fr Ted Doncaster

The beginning of Bunbury in 1830:
Stirling’s failed settlement at Port
Leschenault
A research report by Bernhard Bischoff
The men whom the British government appointed as
governors of the Australian colonies were paid a
salary, plus an allowance for expenses, and given the
use of a residence. James Stirling was an exception:
because the Colonial Office wanted to keep expenses
to a minimum, he was not to be paid a salary, but was
allowed to take up 100,000 acres of land (about 40,000
hectares), which was also a reward for his efforts in
persuading the British government to annex and
colonise Western Australia. Later, the Colonial Office
relented, and in 1832 began paying Stirling a salary of
£800, while allowing him to retain his entitlement to
his 100,000 acres.
Before leaving Britain in February 1830, Stirling
indicated that he intended taking his land in the south,
on the shores of Geographe Bay. However, while in the
colony, he kept moving his selection, eventually taking
most of his land at Leschenault.
In recent years Bernhard Bischoff, of Bunbury, has
researched this subject, and has concluded that as early
as January 1830 Stirling had changed his mind about
Geographe Bay, and favoured taking his grant at
Leschenault. Bernhard has utilised an official diary
recording the day-to-day activities of the SurveyorGeneral’s department. According to the diary, Stirling
intended to establish a military outpost at Leschenault,
and John Kellam, a settler, was hired for the task of
surveying the area.
However, for unknown reasons the scheme was
abandoned. Kellam was sent to Augusta, the military
outpost was never built, and it was not until 1836 that a
permanent settlement was established in the area.
While other scholars may wish to do more research on
the subject, we appreciate the contribution Bernhard
has made. He has agreed to deposit a report of his
research in the Society’s library, so that it will be
available to other researchers. Do consult it if the topic
is of interest to you.

Federal Hotel,179 Wellington Street, photographed
in the 1960s before its demolition.

Ian Berryman
7

History West, June 2018

Book Reviews

In the 1960s it was Dutch expertise, particularly in
engineering, that was valued as the north of the State
opened up to mining and industrial development. As
described by Arnold Stroobach, a multi-faceted
businessman and Honorary Consul in Perth when the
book was completed in 2016, ‘the iron ore boom in the
Pilbara generated an avalanche of opportunities that
attracted Dutch interest’.

Nonja Peters (Coordinating Author) A Touch
of Dutch: Maritime, Military, Migration and
Mercantile Connections on the Western Third
1616 – 2016, Carina Hoang Communications,
Subiaco, 2016. In Library and Bookshop. SP
$55 MP $52.

Community centres such as ‘Neerlandia’ in Cambridge
St, Wembley, artistic excellence personified by
photographer Richard Woldendorp, Dirk Hartog Island
just off Carnarvon, and the emotion of making return
visits to the ‘homeland’: there is much of Dutch on
Australia’s human canvas.

Reviewer: Patrick Cornish
As curious explorers
centuries ago they came
under sail; as hopeful
settlers, in recent decades,
they arrived under steam.
It is nigh impossible to
think of Australia without
a Dutch presence and
influence. Thanks to this
publication in which Dr
Nonja Peters played the
leading role as coordinating author, we can better
appreciate how much the Dutch - with more than a
mere touch - have meant to this part of the world that
was once so remote from the land of Rembrandt and
Vermeer. These painters changed the way we look at
art. Their contemporary compatriots of a maritime
disposition, after returning to the northern hemisphere,
changed the mental horizons of Europeans. A huge
land mass, perceived erroneously as lacking human
habitation, would one day become Australia. A map on
page 38 of this book, in an early chapter by Rupert
Gerritsen, sets the scene, both historically and
geographically. ‘Hollandia Nova’ is depicted. Peters
dedicates A Touch of Dutch to Gerritsen, her friend
and colleague, who worked tirelessly to preserve Dutch
-Australian maritime history.”

This is a heroic effort to present in print the enormous
contribution of those who sailed or flew in the wake, as
it were, of the Duyfken whose crew had been sent by
the Dutch East India Company in 1606 in search of
‘south and east lands’. Their persistence was to pay off
in ways they could never have imagined when first
crossing the Equator.

Colleen Liston (text & edited snippets) and
Heather Hill (edited photos & maps), Busselton
Life in Snips and Snaps: Past, present and
personal histories of Geographe Bay, Busselton
Oral History Group (Inc), 2017. In Library and
Bookshop. MP $25.00.
Reviewer: Heather Campbell
For over thirty years the
Busselton Oral History
Group has been
collecting oral histories.
The authors have used
these to great effect
throughout this book’s
seven thematic chapters,
tracing the development
of Busselton from a small
settlement known as the
Vasse in 1834 to the thriving city it is today.

Thus the launch pad. It is possible that Dutch migrants
such as the Van Welie family knew something of such
centuries-old activity when they arrived at the Holden
Accommodation Centre at Northam. World War II and
German occupation were still bitter memory. This
family was now among thousands concerned more
with present hygiene than previous horrors. A
photograph shows Holden residents sitting in the
sunshine. Their beds are also outside, ‘airing to rid
them of bed bugs’.

Edited excerpts of interviews, contained in boxed
snippets, together with numerous excellent and
evocative photographs, form the backbone of the book.
Informative text has also been used, but care has been
taken to allow the ‘snips and snaps’ to tell the story of
life and living in and around Busselton through the
years.

It is such domestic vignettes that make history
accessible to 21st-century readers. Peters’ own migrant
experience turned out well but she and her family, soon
after arriving in Fremantle by ship, did feel waves of
culture shock. I have interviewed many people of
Dutch background who recall being mortified by
nothing more severe than being forced to wear white
socks and sandals to school. Some admitted taking
them off, around the street corner, so as to arrive in
class barefoot – like the Aussie kids.

Early chapters focus on ‘finding and founding’ and
include Indigenous memories, explorers and early
European settlers, with an association with boats and
the sea an ongoing theme. Not surprisingly, the jetty
features prominently from the early days, as ‘there’d
always be people swimming around’. Snippets on
8
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Group Settlement and farming tell a different story – of
fleas and dirt floors and sorely missing ‘the ringing of
the church bells’.

Swedish and German
scholars regarding Western
Australia which have hitherto
been unavailable in English
translations, but have been
edited by Akerman and are
now available through Peter
Bridge’s Perth-based
Hesperian Press.
What Akerman has done in
the latest instance is largely
to identify and then provide
captions in English for a
series of photographs taken
by members of an expedition which arrived in
Fremantle in September 1910, proceeded to Derby a
month later and then proceeded ‘into the interior’ of
the Kimberley. The eight men involved were led by
zoologist and ethnographer Eric Mjoberg (1882-1938).

In tracing farming pursuits from milking to
winemaking, the presence of New Australians is not
forgotten. The Spanish grew grapes. Little George
Espinos was used to having wine with his meals and
took a little bottle to school to have with his lunch.
When asked what he intended doing with it, he replied,
‘Drink it, of course’. Teacher was not amused and
sadly George had to forgo wine with his school
lunches. Other children helped him drink the contents
of that little bottle on the way home.
In discussing health, lifestyle, sport and recreational
pursuits, a cure for dysentery – swallow a little pimple
of red gum from the red gum tree – was recommended
and was sure to ‘bind you up’. Other remedies – sulphur
for boils and pimples – poultices made from onion, soap
and sugar, give an appreciation for modern medicine

On their return to Sweden, copies of the photographs
taken were lodged with the National Museum of
Ethnography, where they came to Akerman’s attention
during a trip to Sweden to carry out repatriation work
on human skeletal material also collected by the
expedition of 1910-11. By Akerman’s account most of
the images in Photographs From The Frontier were
taken by ethnographer Yngve Laurell and ornithologist
Rudolf Soderberg.
Akerman is currently preparing Mjoberg’s expedition
journals for publication. He says he recently – and for a
price – managed to obtain high-resolution copies of
Mjoberg’s own photographs (of which there are only a
few in Photographs From The Frontier) from their
current home in California, and he hopes to insert them
into appropriate places in the text.

The first motorised fire engine 1925

The religious life of the community is also recognised and
war, heroes and heroines are remembered. The epilogue
discusses plans for the future which, most appropriately,
include the continuation of oral history interviewing.

According to Akerman, the tragedy of the photographs
that are in Stockholm is that the expeditioners did not
go to any trouble to caption them properly and so it has
taken quite a bit of work to find even the meagre
additional data provided in the publication.
Photographs From The Frontier is part of an ongoing
task that Akerman has set himself, with the assistance
of various people, to bring more information regarding
the Swedish expedition to the eyes of Australian
scholars. He believes that these documents and images,
provided by non-Anglo observers of the Australian
frontier, give us another slant on situations that have
hitherto been generally commented on by AustralianAnglo and British-focused scholars and reporters. He is
confident there will be more data forthcoming that will
shed more light on the nature of the expedition as well
as details of the interpersonal relationships between the
expeditioners that will shed greater light on Mjoberg's
popular book, A mong wild animals and men in W est
Australia (Hesperian Press, 2012).

Organised and annotated by Kim Akerman,
Photographs From The Frontier: Kimberley
1910-1911. Taken by the first Swedish scientific
expedition to Australia. From prints held by the
National Museum of Ethnography, Stockholm,
Sweden, Hesperian Press, Victoria Park, 2017.
In Library.
Reviewer: Peter Gifford
As the cover notes suggest, Photographs From The
Frontier contains ‘images … known to very few
Australians [which] … are unique in their content,
presenting … aspects of life and conditions for both the
Indigenous inhabitants of the region and the new
settlers, at the boundaries of contact.’ Organised and
annotated by Kimberley anthropologist Kim Akerman,
they are the latest in a series of works by pioneer
9
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The book is packed with the achievements of the club
in various competitions both at home and away. The
photographs taken at these competitions are
outstanding – many with excellent captions describing
people, places and events. The last page of photographs
shows big wide grins on members both young and old
enjoying the surf and sun.

Murray Arnold, ‘MIDDS’: 100 years of surf
life saving at Middleton Beach 1917-2017,
Albany Surf Life Saving Club, 2017, 127pp. In
Library.
Reviewer: Marlene Anderson
Anyone interested in the
history of Albany or in beach
-going will enjoy reading this
book celebrating the
centenary of the Albany Surf
Life Saving Club. Forty years
as a farmer have given author
Murray Arnold an insight
into why a surf club was
needed at Middleton Beach.
Prior to its formation, Middleton Beach had already
become a popular holiday destination for people from
the goldfields and farming regions of the Great
Southern who had little experience of the dangers
lurking in the surf. Arnold describes how several clubs
were formed to address the dangers – their focus
mainly on competitive swimming rather than surf life
saving. Changes for the better occurred when a
national surge in good life saving practices reached
Albany. The book contains an excellent description of
the Schafer Method of resuscitation – including a
photograph of the method being demonstrated.

The book’s front cover is also noteworthy. The artist,
Terry Engeldow, painted the scene for a 2002 reunion of
Albany Surf Club members. It was his first attempt at a
work of art, and was painted with house paints on an old
6m x 3m truck canvas – it is quite exceptional and worth
pausing for a moment to examine more closely.

John Dowson, Swan River Postcards, Aussiana
Books, Fremantle, 2018. In Bookshop $25.
Reviewer: Caitlin Scott
Swan River Postcards
explores the evolution of
the Swan River, giving
glimpses of another era
through images of old
postcards and historical
tidbits. The book is a
tribute to the days when the river was more untouched
and pure. Dowson romanticises the river's 'Hey Days'
in the late 1800s and early 1900s and fills the book
with nostalgic postcards from that era which bring the
past into a more relatable light. He also intertwines
short passages of historical facts with recollections
from his childhood growing up on the river’s banks.
Each new page of this book feels like a different
thought or memory, a snapshot of someone else's life.
So its structure actually resembles postcards.

Harsh economic times in the 1930s forced the club into
recess. One of the adversities was a treasurer ‘who
managed to walk away with what limited funds the
club had accumulated’. Another was the inadequate
recognition given to women’s contributions. As late as
the mid 1950s women were unable to become full
members, but Arnold concludes that women were a
‘driving force in the resurrection of the club’ in that
decade. Between 1967 and 1977 the club was in the
doldrums with not one Surf Life Saving Bronze
Medallion being awarded. Then a focus on recruiting
young members brought both positive and negative
outcomes. One negative outcome was that the young
members were not eligible to gain a Bronze Medallion
which prevented the club from conducting beach
patrols. In the early 1990s the club was saved by a
‘steadily increasing number of adults who pitched in to
bring the club back to life’.

Dowson sounds like a teacher, or a knowledgeable
relative, telling stories and reminiscing. For instance,
he reminds us of some of the darker, lesser-known
stories about the river, including the devastating effects
of the once popular sport of killing swans, named
'Swanning'. At other times he adopts a more comedic
voice, such as when he describes the outrage about
'mixed bathing' for men and women in the river baths.
The Society is even mentioned in the book, someone
describing it as the 'Hysterical Society', in association
with protecting a heritage building. The advantages of
using exact dates next to each postcard have been
overlooked; however, this could have been a deliberate
attempt to mold all of the postcards into one larger
image of what the era would have been like.

In 1994 a Lotteries Commission grant of $130,000
allowed new clubrooms to be constructed, and with
their completion in 1995 various events were organised
– some purely social occasions and others to improve
the skills needed to be proficient in surf life saving.
Further fund raising to extend the clubrooms in 20102011 had considerable success but came up $100,000
short of the estimated building costs. With a generous
offer from two donors a charity house was built and
sold at auction, making up the shortfall.

This book remembers the river’s past, reflecting on a
time before natural riverscapes were changed by
modern construction. The author expresses strong
opinions; for example, when he writes of 'the
10
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despoiling of views with ugly, white motor launches'.
He is unapologetically defending the Swan River from
what he believes to be the dangers of industrial
progress. There is no conclusive ending to the book,
however the last line includes a comment about 'smoke
being a sign of progress', which links to Dowson's
earlier comments. With this book the author reminds
readers of the nostalgic and beautiful past of the river
and the beginnings of Perth. In doing so he is spreading
awareness about the importance of preserving the
Swan River in the present.

Aboriginals’ understanding of their environment, yet
choose a term that the bureaucrats in Rome might
understand? Bosco (bush) and foresta (forest) became a
case in point. Yet Salvado was actually describing the
same landscape or vegetation. He was quite particular
though about learning the Aboriginals’ names for flora
and fauna. Eucalyptus marginata originally referred to
as Swan River Mahogany was commonly known as
Jarrah, although Aboriginal leader Joobaitch referred to
it as Jerka. Salvado knew it as Chiaragl as used by the
Yued or Yuat people of the Victoria Plains.

Translated & edited by Stefano Girola, Report
of Rosendo Salvado to Propaganda Fide in 1900,
Abbey Press, Northcote Vic., 2016.

Stefano Girola’s translation ensures that the
contemporary reader will enjoy the narrative style
employed by Salvado who eschewed the formality
often found in reports, as he invited his readers to walk
with him as he retraced over fifty years of commitment
to his indigeno, nativo, A ustraliano, selvaggio, the
native inhabitants of Australia.

Reviewer: Clement Mulcahy
Katharine Massam has
provided an introduction to
this elegant translation of the
Report by Stefano Girola
whose expertise in this area
of Australian missiology and
social history has enabled
him to deploy his
considerable editorial insight
and skills to great effect. The
Jesuit Fr Ted Stormon who
was the Rector of the
university college of St
Thomas More (1963-1971) and lectured in Italian and
French at UWA, in 1977 provided the first English
translation of Salvado’s Memoirs – his Memorie
Storiche dell' Australia (1851). Salvado’s intent and
style in this account of New Norcia is in strong contrast
to his reflections and summary of his stewardship
submitted virtually fifty years later. Salvado does not
resile from either ecclesiastical or civic disputes, good
fortune or failures. Stefano Girola ensures that the
immediacy of the text remains in the translation, which
is a sensitive and nuanced search for the English
expression that most accurately reflects the tenor of the
original, rather than opting for a blunt transliteration.

A grant from the WA History Foundation combined
with other external funding enabled this publication to
come to fruition.

Peter Conole, Irish Lives in the Western
Australia Police, Gaelforce Promotions, 2016. In
Library and Bookshop SP $25 MP $23.50.
Reviewer: Steve Errington
Peter Conole comes from a
police family and for ten
years was the official police
historian, a stint that yielded
his 440-page Protect and
Serve: a History of Policing
in Western Australia, in
2002. The present book
consists of 28 short
biographies of WA police
officers ranging from
constables to commissioners,
including a chief clerk. All
are linked by being Irish-born or of Irish descent,
Catholic and Protestant both. Each of the biographies
began life in issues of W estern A ustralia’s Irish Scene
and all are well researched though not referenced.

Katharine Massam’s name is well known to readers of
Western Australian church history particularly, while
her current role as Co-ordinator of Studies in History,
Pilgrim Theological College, University of Divinity,
Melbourne, has her well-placed to introduce Salvado
the Spanish pilgrim on a personal Camino pushing
through the bush of the Yued people to the bells of the
Mission church – a simple granite emblem of the grand
cathedral Santiago de Compostela. As noted at the
launch of the translation, hosted by the City of
Subiaco, the word ‘bush’ offered Salvado, the
ethnographer, a local challenge – as it did the
translator. How best to convey the settler society’s
description of the landscape while also expressing the

Collectively they cover the period from Theophilus
Ellis’s short-lived Mounted Police Corps of 1834-36
through the official inauguration of the Western
Australian Police Force in 1853 and appointment of the
first Police Commissioner John Conroy, to Chief
Inspector Thomas Tetterington’s retirement in 1949.
Ellis and Conroy are the only two for whom Conole
was unable to find an image. Oddly, the title
Commissioner later fell into disuse for about thirty
11
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years and it is sometimes unclear who is actually in
charge of the force. Conole is not a list man or his
handy Historical Introduction would have included a
list of chiefs of police and been even more useful.
Along the way we encounter the ‘battle of Pinjarra’,
the young Queen Victoria, a visit from her son the
Duke of Edinburgh, and the first policewomen (1917).
We meet Moondyne Joe, the Catalpa escapees and the
outlaw Thomas Hughes who killed his onetime
schoolmate PC Joseph O’Connell, bringing
O’Connell’s career to an end at 18. Others include the
gold-stealing murderers Coulter and Trefene.
A highlight for me came from examining the
photographs on pages 87 and 111, the St Georges
Terrace offices into which new Superintendent William
Hogan moved in 1861. Described as ‘relatively new’
and in Protect and Serve (p. 79) as ‘Central Police
Station’, the building was in fact Henry Reveley’s
officers quarters which were built for the 21st Regiment
in 1833 and seem to have lasted until 1888.
Every biography is a pleasure and instructive to read
and the book is highly recommended.

Vale Bruce Devenish
We record with regret the recent death of an esteemed
member whose research and writings have added to
our knowledge of Western Australia’s past – Bruce
Devenish. Following his retirement from a lifetime’s
career in teaching, Bruce joined our Society in 1995
and further developed his keen interest in local history.
His first publication was a biography of his pioneering
forebear – the builder, public official and churchman,
Henry Trigg (Man of Energy and Compassion, 1996).
He went on to present papers at general meetings on
three diverse subjects – on the town of Bulong,
Premier H B Lefroy and the Revd Dr Louis
Giustiniani. All are in print in Early Days. His last
major publication was a biography of Sir James
Mitchell, Premier & Governor of Western Australia
(Hesperian Press, 2014). Bruce was a valuable member
of the Readings and Publications Committee and we
remember him with appreciation.

Diary Dates
Wed 1 Aug:

Pearling Talk, Sara Yu

Mon 6 - Tue 7 Aug:

Trip to Katanning

Tue 21 Aug:

Auxiliary Morning Tea Fundraiser

Wed 29 Aug:

Life at ‘The Bungalow’ in early 20th Century - Home of John Forrest, Richard Offen

Fri 7 - Sun 9 Sep:

RWAHS 54th Annual State History Conference of Affiliated Societies hosted by
Cervantes H.S.
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