GENERAL MEETING

June 2019

The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 19 June at 6pm when Dr David Hough will
present a paper on ‘Significant aviation incidents in the West Kimberley 1942-1971’.
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm.
Robert Mitford Rowell was a Derby-based stock,
station and shipping agent. During his time, from 1938
until the early 1970s, there were five aviation incidents
in his district and he played a key role in four of them.
On 16 December 1938, a Vickers Wellesley Bomber
made a forced landing at Walcott Inlet. On 16
December 1942, an MMA Lockheed Electra also made
a forced landing, on Napier Downs Station. Another
forced landing, a Mitchell Bomber this time, crashlanded in the Glenelg River on 28 October 1945. The
only fatal crash occurred near Hawkstone Peak on 4
February 1956 when an MMA Anson, on a Flying
Doctor mission, encountered a fierce electrical storm.
Among the dead were Robert Rowell’s close friend and
pastoral lease partner, Jack Rudduck, and his ninemonth-old daughter Helen.
On Saturday morning, 31 July 1971, Robert Rowell’s youngest brother, Captain Harold Rowell, made an emergency
landing at Fitzroy Crossing of an MMA Fokker F28 jet aircraft. He saved the lives of 56 passengers and protected the
company’s reputation. In recognition of his accomplishment, he was vilified and suspended from flying.
This paper will outline these aviation incidents and the role played by Robert Rowell in four of
them, and describe his brother Harold’s emergency landing.
Dr David Hough OAM has been a freelance historian for most of his professional life. His
first full-length biography is A Man of His Time, the public life of Robert Mitford Rowell
(2018). Since leaving Edith Cowan University at the end of 1999, David has written a
centennial history of His Majesty’s Theatre, a history of Boans Department Store, and, with
Patrick Cornish, an anthology of obituaries he contributed to The West Australian.

Mystery Photos
Do you have any information
about either of these photographs?
• A postcard portrait with stamp
‘Elite Studios, Fremantle’ and in
pencil ‘James Linton Snr Partner’
• A car, driver, women and baby
If you know anything, please
contact the Library on 9386 3841
or email library@histwest.org.au
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Council News

History in the City

At its meeting held on 9 May business included the
following where Council

At our talk in May, David Whiteford turned what could
have been just a series of facts about Western Australia
into a very interesting account of the State Records
Office. First, he outlined the role of the State Records
Office to regulate government record keeping and the
preservation and management of state records. He
spoke of the importance of providing access to
government archives, for the state and local
governments as well as for the general public. We
learned of the large role played by Dr Battye, first
librarian of the Public Library and also of Mollie
Lukis, the first appointed archivist.

• welcomed new members – Geoff and Dianne Bee,
David Crann, Ian B Maitland, Daniel Ranshaw,
David Reed (Hale School)
• noted the upcoming Succession Planning meeting
to be facilitated by Dr Lynn Allen
• accepted receipt of the Feasibility Study &
Business Plan report by Peter Farr Consultants
Australasia Pty Ltd, part funded by a Lotterywest
grant, part pro bono, and began consideration of it

The State Records Office is the body responsible for
the preservation of and access to the historical records
of Western Australia. There are a vast number of these
and David mentioned a few which provide our history.
There are Group Settlement Maps, detailed railway
plans, accounts of French shipwrecked sailors, school
emblems and badges, a map of a proposed design of
Fremantle Harbour showing the Round House, and a
multitude more. His talk brought alive many aspects of
our history and the audience had many questions and
interesting tales passed on from their WA ancestors.

• endorsed the Disaster Preparedness Plan and
thanked the committee for its work on such a
comprehensive plan
• welcomed the purchase of a new portable PA
system and pull-down projector screen for the
meeting room
• congratulated organiser Lorraine Clarke on the
success of the conservation workshop held at the
Society prior to the start of the WA State Heritage
& History Conference

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of
each month from March to December. Our July talk for
2019 will be on Wednesday 3 July and given by Mr John
Viska on Historic Gardens of Perth, Western Suburbs.

• thanked the President for his report on the Society’s
participation in the WA State Heritage & History
Conference

Lorraine Tholet

• welcomed the work being done to ensure that the
Bookshop stock is available to viewers of Trove

Practical and Preventive

• noted two upcoming book sales at the Society - sale
of surplus Bookshop stock 10-12 June, and a Pop
Up mini sale 25-27 July

- a hands-on archival products workshop
The two-day WA State Heritage & History
Conference was held on 29 and 30 April at the Westin
Hotel in Perth. Its theme was ‘Handle with Care’, so it
was appropriate that on Sunday 28 April one of the
events offered prior to the conference was a ‘practical
and preventive’ hands-on workshop with conservator
Stephanie Baily, organised by the Australian Museums
and Galleries Association (AMaGA) WA, and hosted
and held at the Royal WA Historical Society.

• received a report that the next major Giant Second
Hand Book Sale is scheduled for 4-5 April 2020
• endorsed the interim listing of the Quarry
Amphitheatre on the State Register of Heritage Places
• resolved to write a letter of condolence to the
widow of long-term and active member, the Hon G
M (Max) Evans.

Approximately 35 people registered for either the
morning or afternoon session from a wide variety of
backgrounds and interests, many from country centres
as well as local organisations and UWA students. The
workshop was advertised as a hand-on look at basic
conservation skills to manage your collection and was
mainly focussed on paper and photograph
conservation.

Lorraine Clarke Chairperson

The Williams /Lee Steere
Book Prize
The RWAHS is offering a $1000 prize, named for
the Lee Steere and Williams families who have
endowed it, for the best book published in the last
12 months on any aspect of Western Australian
history. The prize is open to members and the
general public.

Following the workshop, Wendy Lugg and Val Hutch
opened our library and museum storage areas and most
were interested to see our ‘Behind the Scenes’.
Lorraine Clarke organised tea/coffee and refreshments
held in the foyer which gave participants a chance to
browse through our own archival supplies and
bookshop. Most lingered for quite a while and it was
an opportunity for them to meet and mingle before the
conference held on the following day.

Closing date is 30 June 2019 and entries must be
submitted to the Society’s Office, at 49 Broadway
Nedlands, with a signed entry form.
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Stephen Bartley: I am researching WA history for TV
documentary projects. Of particular interest is military
history (1838-1946), focusing on espionage, internees
and POWs, women in the military and Japanese air raids.
The postwar Japanese/WA relationship, particularly in
the mining industry and political/diplomacy is also an
interest. As well I am collecting material on the Port
Gregory/Lynton Depot and Geraldine lead mine from
1850 to 1890, looking at the miners, farmers,
pastoralists, Aboriginals, convicts, whalers, explorers,
families and soldiers of that era. I recently had this article
published in the Travel section of the West Australian
newspaper. https://westtravelclub.com.au/stories/
wartime-memories-all-around-wa
Bevan Carter: I am a member of a research and
publications group working with the WA Genealogical
Society’s Convict Special Interest Group to track UK
convicts after their arrival in Fremantle between 1850
and 1868. Our initial focus is on the first transport ship,
the Scindian, which had 75 convicts on board. This
first stage is almost complete and all the Scindian
convicts’ stories have been completed. The ultimate
aim is to document the fate of more than 9600 men
transported to WA. I am also researching records of the
Swan Valley Nyungah community for the final book in
the Swan Valley Nyungah Community Black History
series. The planned publication follows Nyungah Land
(2006) and The Eden Hill Camps (2014). Locating
relevant records is proving difficult.
Jennie Carter: I am currently researching and writing a
brief history of Bassendean for the Bassendean Town
Council. It is intended that the illustrated publication,
which documents the history of the district from 1829 to
the present day, will complement the Town’s Municipal
Inventory and also be accessibile on the Town’s website
as well as at the Bassendean Memorial Library.
Jennie & Bevan Carter: We are researching and
documenting some historic sites in the Armadale
district for the City of Armadale. The project is to
record and place a plaque at a place that no longer
contains the original infrastructure but still represents a
significant part of the history of the City. We have
completed eleven sites to date.
Thomas Patrick Johnston: My research involves two
distinct subjects. First, Australian pioneers of medical
X-rays, specifically William John Hancock (18641931) who lived and worked in WA for most of his
adult life. I am seeking images, photographs of
Hancock’s face mask (bust) erected in 1936 at the
Australian Institute of Anatomy (now occupied by the
National Film and Sound Archive) in the applied
anatomy museum at Canberra. Also photographs of the
plaque that commemorates Hancock as an electrical
engineer and radiologist located at the former Institute
of Anatomy, Acton. Of course, any additional insight
on Hancock or Australian pioneers of medical X-rays
will be welcome. Another of my researches involves
the development of the postal system and WA postage
stamps. I have been working on biographical articles of
the early WA Postmasters General. They were: Daniel
Scott; Lionel Samson; Charles Macfaull; Sarah Jane
Lyttleton; Hugh Seymour Spencer, John Wesley
Bateman; Mary Ann Bateman (née or Bennyfield or
Beningfield); Walter Bateman; Frantz Anthon Didrick
(or Didrich) Christian Helmich; Charles Frederick
Gahan; Richard Adolphus Sholl.

Last month we began a series of articles on the
different parts of the RWAHS, in particular its
committees and the volunteers who keep them running.
You read about the Museum Committee and the Book
Sale Committee. This month we feature the Disaster
Preparedness Committee. We want the work of this
committee to be always routine, without alarm, drama
or emergency! And so it is. We thank its members for
ensuring that Stirling House runs safely.

The Disaster Preparedness Plan Committee
This committee was formed in 2008 to administer the
Society’s Disaster Preparedness Plan. It ensures that all
precautions are in place to avoid accidents or disasters
occurring at Stirling House, and also organises the
actions to be taken should one occur. The committee is
responsible for the safety of the building, its contents
and occupants before, during and after any potential
disaster. It is made up of representatives from the
library, museum, archives, administration, the
chairperson of Council and the Hon Architect, and
meets quarterly. It monitors the building, taking note of
legal health and safety requirements, and recommends
corrective measures to Council where they are
necessary. The committee is especially grateful to the
Hon Architect, Maria Gillman of Bos Architects, for
her professional input.
The Disaster Preparedness Plan changes as legal
requirements and the Society change, and therefore it is
amended annually. To conform to current safety
requirements the committee has recently been
responsible for installing new easy opening Exit doors,
new Exit signs, smoke alarms and emergency lighting
at Stirling House. Pest control for silverfish and termite
checks are carried out at regular intervals and electrical
wiring checks annually. Museum and library storage
and the digitisation of non-current Council minutes are
also matters of concern to the Committee.
The deteriorating building and crowded space are
problems and twice in recent years work has had to be
carried out to support ceilings threatening to collapse.
A constant check needs to be kept on the building and
repairs carried out as necessary. Last year the Society
was grateful to accept the generous offer of some
secure temporary off-site storage from member Bill
Marwick. The revamp of the foyer area at Stirling
House has also been a bonus and provided more space
and additional shelving. All these measures enable the
building to survive as the Society’s headquarters.

The Committee at work
L to R: Jill Maughan (Library), Maria Gillman (Hon Architect),
Lennie McCall (Chair of Council), Val Hutch (Museum),
Margaret Medcalf (Convenor)
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Bargains at our Giant Secondhand Book Sale
‘Cheap as chips’ declared one delighted customer as he
arrived at the pay desk with several armfuls of books.
Volunteers welcomed a steady stream (and, at times, a
rush) of happy buyers with boxes and bags of carefully
selected bargains. Several shoppers commented on
how delighted they were at the great value of the sale
offerings — something for everyone, they said. Others
already knew the value of our book sale and were
return customers from previous years, looking forward
to more years to come!

Nine perfect strangers; Robert Drewe’s Whipbird;
Heather Rose’s The Museum of Modern Love; and
Kamila Shamsie’s Home Fire. All recently published
2017 or 2018.
Val Hutch
I found a number of books to add to my collection. One
was W K Hancock’s Australia (1930), which many
regard as a classic. I was aware of it, but had never
read it, partly because it is now a rare book. My copy is
the reprint issued in 1961, for which I paid the princely
sum of $2. I have read parts of it, and am most
impressed with it; even though Hancock wrote it ninety
years ago, his account of Australian society and its
development is still worth reading. And another find —
I am interested in Joseph T Reilly (1836-1915), the son
of an Irish soldier who came here in 1851 as a
pensioner guard. Joseph had a long and active life, as a
newspaperman and merchant who was active in the
Roman Catholic Church and in public affairs. His
granddaughter, Lucille Quinlan, wrote a biography of
him (Undaunted Spirit: the Life and Times of J T
Reilly, 1980). I was unaware of its existence — until I
found a copy at the sale. The third treasure I bought is
Noel Stewart’s As I Remember Them (1987). The
author was a journalist with the West Australian from
1929 until 1941, and her book contains short essays on
46 women who were prominent in public life in WA
between about 1910 and 1940. It is worth reading not
just for the information on the women, but also as a
portrait of Perth in the first half of the 20th century. A
most successful sale!
Ian Berryman

Books continue to be essential items in so many
people’s lives — informing, entertaining, and offering
new ideas and new worlds to readers. Some books are
a visual delight, others more wordy tomes; some
paperback or pamphlet, others sturdy and dust jacketwrapped; some coffee table, others tiny. So much
fiction for readers who consume many books in a
week; beautifully illustrated children’s books; history
books (many of these as you might expect at an
historical society book sale); biographies; and books on
every professional and technical subject; CDs, DVDs,
boxed sets — altogether a garden of delight for book
lovers!!
Every buyer found something of value to carry away.
I acquired a pamphlet on Kalamunda and a tome of
contemporaneous sketches of Napoleon’s Army in
Russia and that takes no account of the acquisitions my
wife Lynne carted out in bags.
President Bob Nicholson
Despite the day’s pressures and the fact I had seen so
many of the books, I succumbed and bought a large
book called The Pacific and another on The Kon Tiki
Expedition – after our last holiday destination. Also
The Life and Times of C J Dennis for pure curiosity, a
Lamont Food and Wine cookbook, several children’s
books and at least three crime fiction novels!
Pamela Statham Drew

I was very happy to find a bound copy of the second
edition of The Handbook of Horticulture and
Viticulture of Western Australia (1902) by A
Despeissis, provenanced to the Department of
Agriculture library over a century ago. I'm now looking
for the 1895 first edition.
John Viska

I bought The Diary of Thomas Turner 1754 -1765, no
relation to the Augusta TWT and Claire Tomalin's
biography of Samuel Pepys, which I have just noticed
is Ex Libris The Hon Sir Victor Garland and Lady
Garland. Someone also told me gleefully that they had
picked up a copy of A Garden on The Margaret. I
wondered how long it would be before I was recycled!
Gillian Lilleyman

I have been collecting books on WA history for nearly
fifty years but always manage to add to my collection
at the book sale. I’ll find a home for the history of any
WA institution. I acquired histories of the State
Herbarium, the Alliance Francaise and the Eastern
Goldfields Tailors Society, along with other
unregarded trifles like an official 1930 pamphlet by
early secessionist Arthur Lovekin. The herbarium book
pleased me the most: I did not know that until 1958 the
herbarium was housed at the Perth Observatory - and
I’m there all the time for National Trust meetings.
Vice president Steve Errington

I was delighted to purchase Matters for Judgment
inscribed and signed by former Governor-General Sir
John Kerr and bearing a former Minister’s bookplate,
as well as books signed by former Prime Ministers
Gough Whitlam and Tony Abbott. In addition, I bought
cheap copies of books by WA authors Sir Paul
Hasluck, Geoffrey Bolton, Monsignor John McMahon,
Ronda Jamieson, Ruth Marchant James and Harry
Butler, as well as cartons of Australian natural history
and Parade magazines. My main problem? Finding
sufficient library space for them at home.
Rob O’Connor

After the initial rush of buyers eased, I found some
delights — a copy of Claremont pharmacist Edith
Jacobson’s memoir Tinctures and tact (1982) inscribed
by her to her first apprentice, Margaret. Then there was
Lilian Heal’s history of an early colonial settler Jane
Dodds 1788-1844 (1988) about whom I want to know
more. And how could I pass up the chance to acquire The
Man. His Royal Highness Prince Leonard. Sovereign of
the Hutt River Province Principality (An Independent
Sovereign State), signed by ‘King Leonard’?
Lenore Layman

There was something for everyone. I picked up a
selection of fiction for my Rotto reads — Jane
Harper’s latest novel The Lost Man; Liane Moriarty’s
4
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Our Congratulations!

and planned a museum on the site of the old railway
station. The Museum opened two years later in 1971.
Much energy has been devoted to the development of
History Village over the years but the Society has not
forgotten its other mission, namely to research, record
and inform others of the history of our district. This has
been done through its publications, oral histories,
history awards, local history courses, education
programs, museum displays, community presentations,
speakers and outings.
Almost 50 years later on Sunday 7 April 2019 the
Society held a Celebration/Open Day to mark this
significant occasion. We were happy to have as guests
Laurie O’Meara and his wife Marlene and from the
RWAHS the current President, the Hon Robert
Nicolson AO, and his wife Lynne, somewhat reflecting
the event of fifty years ago. Our latest publication A
History of Our History was launched, and a
commemorative plaque unveiled as well as the cutting
of a celebration cake. It was fitting too to welcome six
former presidents of the KDHS, the Mayor and local
Councillors and the many members.
Membership numbers are strong, around 150, and we
have approximately 80 active volunteers involved in 20
or so activities. Our volunteers give generously but
they also receive from the friendship, the camaraderie
and the satisfaction of working together.
The day was also an Open Day for the public and
hundreds of visitors enjoyed all sorts of displays and
activities appropriate for a Museum.
The Museum has a huge outreach to children through
our education program but also through days like this.
The fostering of a love of history in our children is a
very important part of our mission as a Society.
All in all, fifty very successful years!
Jenny Lewis, President

Kalamunda & Districts Historical
Society’s Golden Jubilee

It is with delight that the RWAHS records the 50th
anniversary celebrations of an Affiliate Society,
Kalamunda & Districts Historical Society. Do visit
Kalamunda History Village and Stirk Cottage and
enjoy a ‘Hills’ experience and a first-class local
history excursion at the same time. We thank and
honour all those founders and generations of
volunteers who have built the Society as a wonderful
community service. Below President Jenny Lewis tells
us something of its history and the celebratory day.
Such a milestone is indeed a cause for celebration and
a chance to reflect on fifty years of achievement.
It is with gratitude that we acknowledge those with the
vision to initiate the formation of the Kalamunda &
Districts Historical Society (KDHS) back in April
1969. At a meeting called by the Shire Clerk of the day,
Laurie O’Meara, chaired by the Shire President Gordon
Farrell and attended by members of the RWAHS and
interested members of the community, the first
committee was formed. The decision to invite three
members of the RWAHS, namely the President J P
Stokes and his colleagues I D Heppingstone and G
Stillman, to advise and assist was a good one and started
Kalamunda’s long association with the RWAHS.
It was an opportune time for the KDHS to be formed
because there were still living many close descendants
of the district’s pioneers, those who had travelled to
school on the train along the ZigZag, had worked the
soldier settler blocks, laboured in the timber industry,
seen the cows wander up Haynes St from the dairy
block now Stirk Park and who were an incredible
source of information for the early historians.
The Society was very active from the start and the
Shire Council had already purchased the G118 loco

And a book to commemorate the
first fifty years
A History of Our History: Celebrating 50 Years.
Kalamunda & Districts Historical Society, 2019
Reviewer: Bob Nicholson, President RWAHS
In publishing this book Kalamunda & Districts
Historical Society has marked the first 50 years of its
life. Initially the book records events by time —
beginning, middle and end are explored; then events in
the decades comprising the 50 years; and finally
individual events and features attract attention.
Fifty years is an important milestone for any
community organisation because it shows the mission
is a sound one. The events recounted are common to
the experience of most historical societies and so this
history will be of interest to all historical societies
treading the path towards 50 years.
The Kalamunda Society got a great start when Laurie
O’Meara became Shire Clerk and saved the Railway
Station from demolition, encouraged the purchase of a
railway engine and directed members towards founding
a History Village into which was added an old school
building. Rich in other buildings, these show history in
action – as it was. Few societies could rival this start.
Yet for the first 22 years it operated with no paid staff
until a Community Development Officer was engaged.
Today the Society through its volunteers runs
education programs, awards the Bill Shaw History
Awards, issues a Bulletin to members, manages Stirk
Cottage, and has memorialised pioneers throughout its
district. It has six publications to its credit. And its
achievements are secured through management
agreements and a master plan.
Congratulations to all concerned. It’s a real education for
all involved in historical societies throughout the state.

L-R The Hon Robert Nicholson (President RWAHS),
Gay Bridgement (former President KDHS), Lynne Nicholson,
Jenny Lewis (President KDHS)
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Museum News
The Order of St John – Professor Martyn
Webb’s robes
A recent donation of robes and medals from the family
of the late Emeritus Professor Martyn Webb, provided
to us by Max Hipkins, Mayor of Nedlands, has led us
into the fascinating world of the crusades and the 900+
year history of the Knights Hospitaller.
Professor Webb (1925-2016) was an Oxford graduate
who was appointed foundation Professor of Geography
at the UWA in 1964. He had a long-term interest in
metropolitan planning in Perth, initiated the WA Local
Government Association and helped found the WA
Conservation Council as well as being an active
member and advisor to many local and state
organisations. He was fiercely pro-active on a number
of metropolitan land use and transport issues. In addition
to producing numerous academic publications, he and
his wife Audrey wrote the large centenary history of
Kalgoorlie-Boulder and the Eastern Goldfields.

Investiture of Martyn Webb

In the latter years of his life, Professor Webb was an
active member of both the Sovereign Order of St John
of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller (OSJ - Red Order)
and later the similarly named Sovereign Order of the
Orthodox Knights Hospitaller of St John of Jerusalem
(OOSJ - Black Order).
The origins of these orders date back to the crusades in
Jerusalem in the 11th Century. They are Christian,
chivalric, ecumenical and international communities
committed to helping the sick and the poor. Directly
descended from Knights of St John Hospitaller activities
at the Hospice founded over 900 years ago for pilgrims
in Jerusalem, their motto is Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate
Hominum (For the Faith, for the Service to Humanity).

Max Hipkins, Prof Webb, Prince Michael

He was a Knight Commander of
Justice and then elected as Prior in
2004. In 2008 he relinquished the
position of Prior to become Vice
Bailiff of the Privy Council of the
Bailiwick of Australia. In 2010 he
was installed as Bailiff of the WA
Bailiwick. The family of Professor
Webb has also donated his Knight
Commander Grand Cross of Justice
medal, and two miniature medals the War Medal 1939-45 and the
eight-pointed star of the OOSJ.

In the mid-1990s Professor Webb was a member of the
Sovereign Order of St John of Jerusalem, Knights
Hospitaller (OSJ - Red Order). The robe displays the
eight pointed Cross of Malta (sometimes known as the
Amalfi Cross) and the symbol of the Order of St John
and originates in Malta from the 15th century.
In 1998 Professor Webb joined the Sovereign Order of
the Orthodox Knights Hospitaller of St John of
Jerusalem (OOSJ - Black Order).
Grand Cross

In WA, the Order was active in
fundraising in particular for families
of fallen Special Air Service
soldiers. However, similar to the
OSJ, this Order ran into difficulties
with its legitimacy when Prince
Michael, the descendant of the
Russian royal family, died. It lost
direction and was formally wound
up in Australia in 2015.
OSJ Robe

War Medal
& Cross

OOSJ Robe
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More on the Forlorn Hope

perhaps his communications with the Colonial
Secretary’s Office (CSO) held at the State Records Office
would provide a comparison. Two days of searching
through CSO correspondence uncovered a twelve-page
letter Browne had sent to the CSO in July 1877. The style
was neat, legible and written in an educated hand with
enough similarity in the letter formations on the back of
the painting to provide a match.

In the March issue of History West we turned the
spotlight on member Peter Gifford’s research on the
1865 voyage of the Forlorn Hope. This story triggered
member John Viska to provide us with an interesting
addendum from his personal collection. John is the
current chair of the WA branch of the Australian
Garden History Society and is a welcome guest
speaker at the Society.

Thomas Henry Johnston Browne gained his ticket of
leave in June 1865 and would have been in Fremantle
when the survivors of the Forlorn Hope arrived there
in July. Eventually he was engaged as a schoolteacher
at Ferguson in 1868 and was recorded in the 1869 WA
Almanac Directory as residing in the Bunbury and
Australind district when the Picton School painting is
likely to have been executed. My previous research had
found that the first Picton School near Bunbury was
conducted from 1862 to 1882 in an outbuilding on
William Forrest’s property.

I was recently researching a possible artist of two
paintings that I purchased at the Claremont Antique
and Collectors’ Fair in 2017. The unframed
watercolour paintings, measuring 26 by 21 cms and 26
by 19 cms, were pasted on card. Neither was signed but
on the reverse of each in faded ink and neat legible
handwriting were the titles. One was ‘Picton School
near Bunbury’ and the other ‘The Forlorn Hope in a
storm [off] the Abrolhos July 1865 on her voyage from
Adams Bay to Fremantle’.

The original Forlorn Hope artwork featured in the
Melbourne Illustrated Times in 1865 (and in Peter
Gifford’s article) was done by wood engraver Samuel
Calvert, following a drawing by William McMinn.
Convict Browne’s crime was forgery and the copied
image of the Forlorn Hope is likely to be an example
of his skill.

I discovered the fascinating details of the Forlorn
Hope’s story in the colonial newspapers and found in
the Melbourne Illustrated Times the same picture used
to illustrate Peter Gifford’s article. To my amazement
it was identical to the picture I purchased two years ago
but mine had been coloured. As well the artist had
added to the drama of the story by including a darkly
ominous sky and threatening rocks in the background.

In his letter to the CSO Browne stated that a portfolio
of one hundred watercolour paintings had been
confiscated and sold at auction and were ‘views of
noteworthy places in the colony, natives, trees, rocks
etc and had taken him more than 12 years to get
together’. This suggests there may be other paintings
by him in historical collections that have yet to be
identified.

A Perth art dealer suggested that the pictures might be
the work of a Western Australian convict artist, T H J
Browne, because the medium and colour selection of
both are similar to known works of the artist. I
compared the Picton School painting with a painting in
the RWAHS collection titled ‘Ravenswood Hall’,
Murray River West Australia, and known to have been
be done by Browne. The
two showed similarities in
composition, brush strokes,
colour use and execution to
confirm the suggestion that
he was the artist.

John Viska

As neither artwork is
signed this remained
supposition! All I had to
investigate further was the
writing on the reverse of
the two pictures, so I
thought that if I could find
a sample of Browne’s
handwriting I might be
able to ascribe authorship.
Browne was an engineer
who wrote frequently to the
newspapers in the 1870s
describing needed
engineering projects such as
a harbour at Fremantle and a
railway linking it to the
eastern suburbs and rural
areas beyond. Therefore
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Beverley and Albany in 1881 which resulted in the
building of the Great Southern railway.

Remembering the
Aboriginal members of
John Forrest’s expeditions

Again, the Forrests may have been sympathetic, but
John Forrest was at odds at the time with the governor,
Frederick Napier Broome, and the colonial secretary,
Malcolm Fraser – a former surveyor general – was also
unsympathetic. After Dower was convicted in January
1885 of being drunk and disorderly in Fremantle,
Fraser commented that the sentence of a month’s
imprisonment ought to be a ‘warning’ to Dower. But
after returning from the Great Southern in 1881, Dower
seems both to have become disaffected with European
society for the reasons outlined, and – after the death of
the Noongar leader Winjan – a spokesman for his
people.

History West recently recognised the crucial
importance of Aboriginal guides to the success of
John Forrest’s exploration and surveying expeditions
— Tommy Windich (Winditj) who accompanied
Forrest on all three of his expeditions of exploration
as well as Jemmy Mungaro, Billy Noongale and
Tommy Pierre. All these men were crucial to the
expeditions’ successes, and Forrest was well aware
of their value and acknowledged it. In this issue we
remember another Aboriginal man essential to the
Forrest brothers’ success in the 1860s-1870s as
surveyors and explorers — Tommy Dower.

He achieved little except as a perceived comic figure,
but his efforts may have been responsible in part for
what one first-hand observer, Jesse Hammond, saw as
‘a great change [which] came over them [Noongars]
after the eighties.’ Noongar people recognised the
inevitable – that they now had no choice but to adapt to
whitefeller ways. Many of them were unhappy about
having to do this, and showed their resentment in
various ways – as Dower apparently did; for instance,
in ‘cheeky’ behaviour, including getting drunk – from
previously ‘well behaved’ ‘faithful’ people. Hammond,
who could speak Noongar language, conversed a few
years later with an old man who had learned to read,
write and count at New Norcia. ‘Better’, the old man
said, ‘we talk whitefellow talk. We have to wear the
same clothes, eat the same food. We are now all the
same white men’.

In the winter of 1895, a burial took place in the
Anglican section of the East Perth Cemeteries – one
of an estimated 10,000 during the period in which the
cemeteries were the last resting place for the people
of Perth. The burial in question was, however,
different from most of the others in that it is one of
very few Aboriginal people in the old cemeteries,
and almost certainly the only one with a headstone.
Tommy Dower, who had died aged 50 in his nearby
camp, was singled out for this expression of nearequality with the white settlers of his traditional
country because he was one of the Aboriginal men
who had served as trackers and assistants to the
brothers John and Alexander Forrest. In praising
them, the Forrest brothers said that they possessed
‘more than ordinary intelligence and ability’.

Except, of course, in the matters of owning land and
being legally allowed to consume alcohol. These were
concerns which almost certainly helped send Tommy
Dower on his downward spiral. Although he could
occasionally obtain strong drink – at a greater cost than
paid by most white men – land ownership was out of
the question.

In the case of Dower, these words were part of the
inscription on his headstone erected by the
Aborigines Protection Board (APB) ‘in recognition
of his Services to the Colony’. The APB significantly
at that time was not part of the structure of
government in Western Australia. When selfgovernment was granted Western Australia in 1890,
the authorities in London had not been satisfied that
Aboriginal affairs in the western colony would be
administered properly from Perth, and so retained
control of such matters until 1897 when the imperial
government was persuaded otherwise by the then
premier, Sir John Forrest.

Dower had been born in the Pinjarra area in about
1845, and probably had ancestors who had died
fighting for their land against Governor Stirling’s
punitive party a decade earlier. He must have known of
this – it remains a point of dissension and sorrow
among Noongar people to this day. Like his fellow
Noongar Winditj, he almost certainly realised that,
however much he tried to be the faithful colonial
servant, it would avail him little in the long run – not
that long anyway, as it turned out, with both men dying
at a relatively young age.

Both John and Alex Forrest had contributed to the
cost of a headstone for Winditj in 1876, so it is
possible that they encouraged the APB to do the
same for Dower nearly 20 years later. But neither had
done anything for Dower when he sought a grant of
land from the colonial government after
accompanying Alex Forrest on his exploration of the
Kimberley region in 1879. Alex Forrest was
eventually granted a total of 5,000 acres [2,023 ha]
for leading the expedition, and its other European
members were also remunerated, but not Dower; nor
did he receive much reward for accompanying John
Forrest on his survey of the country between

Dr Peter Gifford
To date, Lorraine Clarke and Cherie Strickland,
makers of the East Perth Cemeteries website, have
located 47 Aboriginal graves in these cemeteries. The
website is a wonderful resource. Peter also consulted
Jesse Hammond’s Winjan’s People as well as TROVE
and Geoff Bolton’s article in Aboriginal History
(1988), ‘Tommy Dower and the Perth newspapers’.
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Affiliates News

Join Patrick and Rhuwina
to write your life story

Albany Historical Society sadly records the deaths of
immediate past president and life member Judith Swain
as well as life member and long-time volunteer
Kathleen Jones. Both were devoted to the work of the
Society and worked tirelessly for it. Albany will miss
them and so will WA’s wider history community.

One of the pleasures we enjoy as Society members is
learning about the lives of others, through talks,
exhibitions and tours walking in the steps of those
who’ve gone before. Though many of us might love to
have a book about our own life, few make this happen.
So it is with pleasure we report on a new venture by
two members, Patrick Cornish and Rhuwina
Griffiths, who are planning a four-day residential
workshop to help you start writing about your own life
or that of someone close to you.
Patrick is well known to members not only as the
entertaining host of our ‘Booked in for a Cuppa’ series
but also as a regular contributor to The West Australian
and author of books focusing on WA history. Probably
less well known is that he’s taught writing at university
level. Rhuwina walks-the-walk of life story writing as
she not only teaches people how to compile their
memoirs but also ghost writes autobiographies. She’s
been a professional writer for 25 years and, as she says,
‘once you understand the basics of writing a good story
and have picked up a few tricks of the trade, it’s easy
to take up your pen or sit down at the keyboard and
make real progress’.
One of the many bonuses in writing a life story is the
opportunity to ease fractures within families. ‘Writing a
life story isn’t going to fix everything immediately’,
says Patrick, ‘but it can start a process of reconciliation
and healing. Asking questions allows us to review the
past and understand events from a different perspective.’

Congratulations to the Bayswater Historical Society
for winning a ‘Citizenship Award Most Active Group’.
What a great way to begin the year! The Society has
also received a Lotterywest Grant for new computers, a
new archive program Mosiac as well as training, a
recording device for oral histories, a camera, and a
digitisation workshop delivered by MuseumsWA. The
plan is to improve access to the archive, refresh
methods of display and the website, and support
researchers. Another success has been to receive a
Stronger Communities Grant, via support from Patrick
Gorman MP. This is a capital expenditure grant with
which the Society plans to purchase new display
cabinets which will feature some of its beautiful
textiles, garments and objects and artefacts. The
Society is eager to recruit new volunteers interested in
learning a variety of different skills. Do contact them if
you would like to join in the activities.
At Busselton Historical Society members await the start
of re-building of the Butter Factory with the contractor
selected and a work schedule prepared. In the meantime
the Society is getting on with things but anticipation of
the building ‘risen from the ashes’ is strong.
The newsletter of the Colonial Bottle & Collectors Club
contains interesting articles detailing the manufacture of
aerated waters in Katanning and Geraldton.

The late September residential course provides a restful
environment for teaching and learning. It’s a chance to
put your life on record, guided by experienced mentors.
For information, please contact Rhuwina on 0466 967
489 or Patrick at 0403 575 879 or via the website www.thisisyourlifestory.com

With its Better Bayswater Grant to develop the
materials for new heritage trails, the Maylands &
Peninsula Historical Association is planning two new
trails — ‘Industrial Maylands’ including the
Brickworks, aviation-related industry, Mills Pottery,
Sanitarium factory, Schulstad engineering works,
Mephan Ferguson Pipeworks, flock factory, flour
mill and Maylands Blind Institute, as well as another
titled ‘Creative Arts Maylands’ featuring current
public artworks and sites associated with musicians,
writers and other artists and arts organisations.
Melville History Society has had a lively start to the
year with a popular evening talk on Palmyra, new
volunteers to staff the museum roster and the
involvement of a vintage-high-tea business Antiquitea
to serve Devonshire teas on Sunday afternoons at the
Bakehouse.

From Another View: State Library WA exhibition
7 May – 19 July 2019

Take the opportunity to see the presentation of John Forrest’s 1874 exploratory trek from Geraldton to Adelaide
from a traditional owner’s perspective. How can you explore something that is already known and has been
known for 65,000 years? Diary extracts, maps and photographs from the expedition are shown alongside
contemporary photographs, community quotes and video footage to develop a more balanced understanding of
WA’s shared history. This exhibition has been developed in partnership with the Minderoo Foundation.
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Book Reviews

The book takes the story just to the 1920s, so fulfilling
its title Early Bunbury. It is blessed with an excellent
index, very important when there are so many family
names, and at the very end a listing dated 1904 of all
the businesses then operating in Bunbury, with their
owners and employees. Strangely the book has no table
of contents, it just flows.
Early Bunbury will be a treat for both long-time
Bunbury residents and newcomers who want to know
something of Bunbury’s past.

Phyllis Barnes, Early Bunbury: People and
Places, Phyllis Barnes, Bunbury, 2018.
In Library & Bookshop $40.
Reviewer: Pamela Statham Drew
Phyllis Barnes was one of
the researchers for the
production of Marshall
Waller Clifton’s Journals,
as well as other books in
the Hesperian Exploration
Series, so is very well
equipped to write this
history of early Bunbury.
Almost everyone involved
in the settlement of the
town, and its outlier
Australind, has been
mentioned in the book with
full family histories.
Unfortunately there are
relatively few references
for these biographies – possibly because the writer
knows the material is now readily available elsewhere.
A considerable number of previously unseen black and
white illustrations – particularly by the Clifton family –
enliven the pages.
In addition to the Clifton story, Phyllis tells of the
Prinsep family and the fortunes of ‘Belvidere’ on the
Leschenault Inlet. Prinsep’s artistic abilities are
highlighted as are those of the Clifton girls. Their
friend Margaret Forrest’s drawing ability is also
praised – artistic skills were indeed an important
attribute for women in the age before instant
photography.
Many of the book’s short biographies leave us wanting
more: for example, more about George Clifton, who
after a stint as a superintendent of Fremantle Prison
was recommended for a job at Dartmoor Prison in
1864. He left to take up the position with his wife
Elizabeth née Roe. George went on to supervise
Portland Prison before dying in 1913. Elizabeth then
‘returned to Perth where she died in 1925 leaving ten
surviving children’. There must be a book in there
somewhere. Similarly Caroline Clifton, Marshall’s
youngest daughter, married William Clifton, footnoted
‘no known relationship’, and ‘had fifteen children but
only four survived infancy’.
The maps and delineations of properties throughout the
book are of immense value to family historians and to
those interested in the district, as are the many
wonderful old black and white pictures. In telling the
fortunes of farming and the devastations of the
decennial floods Phyllis includes the delightful
anecdote that in 1872 the Clifton’s piano, which had
been brought out on the Parkfield in 1840, ‘had to be
hung from the rafters’. Pages 145-160 tell the stories of
the hotels of the town. Everyone knows the old Rose
Hotel, and its story is told with three pictures, but there
was also the Wellington, Prince of Wales. Pier
(becoming Pier and Gordons), Cricketers Arms,
Burlington, Parade, and Federal, which included a
hairdressing salon in 1910. From hotels and inns the
author turns to boarding houses, schools and hospitals
and then to the coming of the railway – all told with
details of the people most concerned.

M S James, A Superior Body of Men,
AuthorHouse UK, 2016. In Library &
Bookshop $40.
Reviewer: Ian Berryman
The 9700 convicts who arrived
in Western Australia between
1850 and 1868 were
accompanied by another
group: British military
pensioners, known as the
Enrolled Pensioner Guards,
who had the responsibility of
guarding the convicts on the
voyage out, and then on arrival
serving for six months in a
similar capacity at various
convict establishments. There
were about 1200 of them,
many accompanied by their
wives and children.
The first West Australian historian to make a
systematic study of this particular military unit was the
late Frank Broomhall who, after many years of
research, produced a book, The Veterans, in 1989,
which has become the standard work on the subject.
About half of his book consists of an essay describing
the role of the various military pensioner groupings in
Western Australia; the other half contains biographical
notes on these men. Broomhall worked mainly on
documents which are held by the State Records Office
WA and the Battye Library, and on the British War
Office records that had been microfilmed as part of the
Australian Joint Copying Project.
Encouraged by Broomhall himself, Sue James, a West
Australian who has spent most of her life in England,
began studying the WA military pensioners more than
thirty years ago. Her research has resulted in the
publication of a massive tome which is a valuable
supplement to The Veterans. Sue is an academic
historian specialising in British and East India
Company military pension history, and has discovered
a vast amount of new biographical information about
the WA military pensioners, not just in the National
Archives, but also in the British Library, the India
Office, and a number of other libraries and
organisations.
Broomhall’s The Veterans has about 150 pages of
biographical notes. Sue’s book has 880 pages, some of
the individual entries occupying more than a page. The
layout is similar to that used by Broomhall, so that it is
easy to compare the two books. An example of how
much more information Sue’s book contains is
provided by the entry on Patrick Mathews (my greatgreat-grandfather): Broomhall has two or three lines,
Sue has more than half a page.
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The publishing of A Superior Body of Men has been
made practicable by recent advances in printing
technology. The book has been produced by
AuthorHouse, a publisher which uses print-on-demand
equipment to produce books which have only a small
market. The book has been beautifully and
professionally done.
Sue’s book, in conjunction with Broomhall’s The
Veterans, will be a standard reference work for anyone
interested in the study of this aspect of Western
Australia’s history.

then Local Studies Librarian of the City of Perth. Mary
Ann Jebb is Carlotta’s great granddaughter and
Malcolm Allbrook is the biographer of Carlotta’s
father Henry.
The book is indexed and well-illustrated with early
photographs of family and Perth scenes, together with
sketches and paintings by Henry and some of
Carlotta’s own wildflower paintings.

Richard Offen, Lost Perth, Pavilion Books,
Perth 2018. In Library & Bookshop $30.
Reviewer: Patrick Cornish

Malcolm Allbrook and Mary Anne Jebb,
Carlotta’s Perth: memories of a colonial
childhood, City of Perth, 2017. In Library and
Bookshop $30 MP $28.
Reviewer: Steve Errington

We in Australia’s
western third have
lost many of Perth’s
gracious buildings,
yes, but with a
passionate author/
speaker/defender
like Richard Offen
around, we are in
reasonable shape to
stop the rot. He
writes with a blend
of authority and
emotion, giving hope to those who yearn for the past to
be respected, nay, celebrated. The introduction in this
book includes regret at the loss of architectural and
cultural treasures, but there is also encouragement of ‘a
more considered approach and a nod to the positive’.
So this is not one long series of architectural obituaries
occasioned by loss and mourning. It is rather a
reminder of what WA once had and, for a variety of
reasons that probably seemed valid at the time, were
condemned to become history. The book’s photographs
alone constitute a parade of aesthetics and ‘times
a’changin’. The author adds informative comment that
helps with chronology. I was particularly delighted to
note that the two pages on UWA focus on the
institution’s early days on Irwin Street in the city
centre. There is mention of the air raid shelters that
gave citizens some comfort during the days of fear and
consternation in the early 1940s.
The Entertainment Centre that stood on Wellington
Street from 1974 to 2011 will not be remembered for
grace. I recall being horrified, on returning to Australia
in 1975 after years away, at the sight of something that
could surely be merely a grotesque tribute to the world
of spaceships and extra-terrestrial landings. However,
my own patronage included performances by Bob
Dylan and Rudolf Nureyev, so Offen is justified in
giving the building its place in the list of monuments
that filled a role in Perth’s cultural life. He refers to the
stage collapse during a Miss Universe contest in 1979,
one of two unscripted events - both in July of the
sesquicentenary year – that put Perth on the world map.
The other was the crash landing of the Skylab space
station near Esperance, only nine days previously.
Lost Perth offers gentle candour on another aspect of
the city’s capacity to demolish. ‘The displacement of
the Aboriginal people, who until that time (1829) had
enjoyed unbroken access to the land’, says the
introduction, ‘is perhaps the first loss that should be
acknowledged in this history’.

The Carlotta of
the title is Carlotta
Brockman (18691960), born
Carlotta Prinsep,
daughter of Henry
Prinsep, later
Protector of
Aborigines, and
Josephine Bussell,
daughter of John
Garrett and
Charlotte Bussell.
Henry married Josephine in 1868, two years after
arriving from England via Singapore to manage his late
father’s properties around Busselton. Made bankrupt
by this task, Henry Prinsep brought his young family to
Perth in 1874. Well connected, well educated, and a
trained artist, he accepted a position as a clerk in the
then Survey Office and moved his family into rented
accommodation.
The young Carlotta was taught to play the piano and
sing, to read and speak French, and to paint. In 1889
she was sent off to Paris to spend time with her
grandmother Charlotte and apply a little ‘French polish’
to her education. On her return she sang in Gilbert and
Sullivan and exhibited her wildflower watercolours. In
1900 Carlotta married her cousin Peter Brockman and
together they raised a family in Busselton.
In 1930, inspired by WA’s centenary or by the death of
her mother, Carlotta began to write her childhood
memories of life in and out of the houses of the Perth
elite. New to me was Carlotta’s description of what she
called ‘moulay bath houses’. These were built outdoors
over springs that flowed from the slope below Adelaide
Terrace and were tapped.
Carlotta’s own words are printed in italics surrounded
by commentary by the authors. With her family and
neighbourly connections Carlotta is able to reel off
notes like
Mr Septimus Burt married Lucy Hare and
Octavius Burt married her sister Esther. Julia
Hare married Mr George Phillips, whose
sister Mary was the wife of Vernon Bussell
and the mother of Archdeacon William
Bussell of Adelaide, South Australia.
The book grew from a query about Carlotta’s best
friend Edie Roe fielded by Jan McCahon Marshall, the

In the same vein, Offen regrets that the book’s feature
pages omit the Coolbaroo, a social club for Aboriginal
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people who only six decades ago were largely banned
from the city centre. Why this omission? Lack of
suitable photographs, Offen writes. A telling point. We
may infer that no one thought Coolbaroo mattered
enough to be pictured in the same way, to the same
photographic standards, that banks, baths and hotels
certainly did.

Tony Thomas, The West: An Insider’s tales. A
romping reporter in Perth’s innocent 60’s,
Connor Court Publishing, Redland Bay, 2018.
In Library & Bookshop $30.
Reviewer: Rhuwina Griffiths
What do damp bus stops, an
ageing private investigator
and paws from kangaroos
have in common? Well, if
you’re Tony Thomas, out
and about on your bike as a
roving reporter, these are a
few of the subjects he
covered while working for
the West Australian in the
1960s.
Tony’s book is a collection
of 74 articles (or essays as
he refers to them) which
take the reader back in time to life in Perth before the
mining boom, and he matches historical facts with
personal observations. Life may have been much
simpler, but it certainly wasn’t any safer. ‘Toiling
inside a drain pipe’ tells of the men whose job was to
dig out dirt from underground concrete pipes which
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wouldn’t pass any health and safety check today. Other
characters who figure in the section entitled, ‘The
Lives of Others’ include a bootmaker, watch repairer,
the keeper of an industrial dump, drivers and
motorbike riders at Claremont Speedway, dance studio
owners, and – a real puzzler - a whim driver (you’ll
have to read the book to find out more). There is also
poignancy among the humour and Tony’s ‘Lament for
fatherhood lost’, in the form of two letters between
himself and his daughter is straight from the heart.
The stories are well written in a chatty and clear way. I
imagine they were mainly intended to be read while
people had their breakfast or caught the bus to work so
nothing too deep, yet compelling enough to pique the
reader’s interest. If you met your mates after work, you
could share one of Tony’s stories and have a laugh
together. If you read a story today, you can finish it
quickly as they’re not long and fit well into short bursts
of time for the busy lives we lead.
Here’s one of my favourites from an interview with a
diesel driver. ‘His most interesting collision was with a
kookaburra. It grabbed a 30in snake near the tracks but
couldn’t get out of the diesel’s way. It hit the front
window with a bang and ricocheted towards the central
door. He had opened the door inwards to get a breeze
and the kookaburra tumbled in. It banged its head on a
cupboard, got caught in a slipstream, and shot out the
side window, dazed but still airworthy. ‘‘It never let go
of the snake’’, said the grateful driver’.
I loved reading this book and learning about a city and
its people that I never knew. If you pick it up and start
to read it you’ll probably feel, as I did, that you’re
making a new best friend.
If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by
email, please contact us (9386 3841) or
admin@histwest.org.au with your email address, and
save money and trees by receiving it online!

