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March 2019
GENERAL MEETING
The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 20 March at 6pm when Peter Handford will
present a paper on ‘Prosecuting Crime in Nineteenth Century Western Australia’.
Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm.
Peter Handford’s interest in the history of criminal prosecutions
in Western Australia was stimulated by hearing a lecture by a
distinguished American legal history scholar, who made the
point that in England prosecutions were brought by barristers in
private practice until very recently. Research confirmed that in
Australia the position has always been different: prosecutions
have always been brought by public officers. Peter’s talk (based
on research published in the University of Western Australia
Law Review in 2018) reviews a number of aspects of the
criminal prosecution process in 19th century Western Australia,
showing that when WA established its criminal justice system it
adapted English models to suit its local needs. He will discuss
where and how criminal cases were heard, and the various
Old Court House c1900
participants in the criminal process: judges, grand and petty
juries, prosecutors, defence lawyers, and the defendants themselves and how they were punished.
Peter Handford taught in the Law School at the University of Western Australia from
1977 until his retirement in 2016. He was appointed a Professor in 2004 and is now an
Emeritus Professor. Between 1983 and 1998 he was the Executive Officer and Director of
Research of the Law Reform Commission of WA. In addition to his specialist research
areas, torts and limitation of actions – on which he has published two books, Tort Liability
for Mental Harm and Limitation of Actions: The Laws of Australia – Peter has a longstanding interest in legal history, a subject he taught to first-year students for over 25
years. He is the Chair of the Oral History, Museum and Building Sub-Committee of the
Francis Burt Legal Education Centre - a role he inherited from Bob Nicholson. The SubCommittee is responsible for the upkeep of the Old Court House, the Law Museum housed
within it, and the Centre’s oral history programme.

Mystery Photos
We are seeking any additional information you have
about these two houses.
Please contact the library on 9386 3841
or email - library @histwest.org.au

P2016.43 South Fremantle – Old House, 1981

Our thanks to Yvonne Lawrence for her response to
the November 2018 Mystery Photo. Yvonne wrote ‘It looks like the main street of Ravensthorpe. The
large building (third in line) looks like the Masonic
Lodge building, I think it was, unless it was the
Mechanics’ Institute building.’

P2016.54 Hawthorne House, September 1969

RWAHS giant second hand Book Sale

Mark your diaries for Sat 6 and Sun 7 April — thousands of books at give-away prices!
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Affiliates & other news

Council News

Kalamunda & Districts Historical Society will celebrate
its 50th anniversary on Sunday, 7 April with an Open Day
at which all sorts of good things will be on sale.
Australian Irish Heritage Association will hold its
free annual commemoration of the escape of six Fenian
convicts in April 1876 at the Catalpa memorial on
Rockingham Beach on Easter Monday 22 April at
11am. Also of note is the Mary Durack Lecture to be
held on Sunday, 21 July, 2-5 pm, which will feature
Amanda Curtin, author of Kathleen O’Connor of Paris
– daughter of C Y O’Connor.
Maylands Historical & Peninsula Association will
stage a major exhibition later in the year titled
Migration Stories celebrating the diverse origins of the
people who have lived, worked, studied and played in
Maylands. The centrepiece of this exhibition will be a
suitcase of material discovered under the floorboards
of a Maylands house. To add your story to this
exhibition, please contact John McLennan, the
exhibition curator — 9271 3932.

At its meeting held on 14 February business included
the following where Council
• welcomed new members – Thomas Bannister
Brady, Glen Cookson, Stefan Grill, Tony Henry,
Barbara Johnson, Maritime Heritage Association
(Bob Johnson), Janet McCallum
• viewed the Society’s new promotional video
produced by David de Vos and congratulated him
on an excellent production
• agreed to the purchase of three new Epson
scanners
• welcomed the new signage on the 49 Broadway
front of Stirling House supported by Minuteman
Press Fremantle
• noted that work is proceeding on the conservation
of items in the John Forrest collection
• agreed to a presentation titled Archival Products to
be held at the Society on Sunday 28 April prior to
the State Heritage and History Conference and coordinated by Lorraine Clarke
• welcomed members’ contribution of approximately
600 hours of voluntary work in each of the holiday
months of December and January
• thanked the family of Past President Dr Geoffrey
Lilburne for the generous donation of books from his
library
• agreed that the guidelines for the production of
newsletter flyers should be revised
• noted the ongoing search for a project manager for
the J M Wright Costume Preservation project
• welcomed the 6 March opening of the 2019
History in the City program.
Lennie McCall Chairperson

************
Nominations for the 2019 Margaret Medcalf Award
are open until 5 April. The award recognises excellence
in referencing and research using state archives held by
the State Records Office of Western Australia (SRO),
For details, see http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/events/
margaret-medcalf-award or contact Gerard Foley at the
SRO by email gerard.foley@sro.wa.gov.au or by phone
on (08) 9427 3641.
Of particular note for everyone interested in exploring the
past is the new East Perth Cemeteries website, launched
late last year. Congratulations to Lorraine Clarke, Cherie
Strickland, Friends of the Battye Library and the National
Trust WA on a brilliant outcome. The new website is the
result of years of work and is a valuable research tool for
anyone interested in colonial, particularly Perth, history.
The database is searchable not only by family name to
track down individuals but also by any category where the
word(s) is to be found in the records. For instance, the 123
entries involving an accident are of interest to me. Then
there are 93 stillborns, 172 drownings, 250 fatal fever
cases, and so on. What a treasure trove! It is well worth an
extended visit at - https://www.eastperthcemeteries.com.au/
************

Our thanks to Neil Foley
After serving as a Councillor of the Society since 2010,
Neil retired from the position at the last AGM. On
behalf of all members we thank Neil most warmly for
his work over those nine years and particularly for his
meticulous attention to matters of public access to
government records. It is very good news indeed that
Neil will continue to work on the History West
Community Centre planning issues, bringing his
considerable urban planning expertise to assist the
Society’s future building plans. Active members like
Neil are the lifeblood of the Society.
Professor Foley has worked in urban and regional
planning practice for 40 years and has been teaching in
the urban and regional planning program on a part-time
basis at UWA since 2010. He is an active historical
researcher with wide interests.

Final Call for Books for the 2019 Book Sale!
Our next Second Hand Book Sale will be held on
6-7 April 2019. De-clutter your library and donate
any books you no longer want to a good cause!
Bring them to Stirling House or call 9386 3841 to
arrange a pick up. All books, except textbooks and
encyclopedias, are wanted.
Many thanks from us all.
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At the end of 2018 the four-year-long centennial
commemoration of Australia’s involvement in World
War I drew to a close. Over those four years
communities around Western Australia held heartfelt
events to commemorate the people and stories of that
time and the heavy impact the war had on local
communities. Remembering Them above all aimed to
connect generations and communities as a worthy and
lasting commemoration of the service, sacrifice and
support engendered by the war.

from fluctuations in environment which is an issue
throughout the state. Partners were also provided with
five panels, with the story panels providing rich local
content developed by the regional partners. They also had
an opportunity to engage in digital storytelling through
WAM’s developing partnership with ABC broadcasting.
In many instances there were follow-on publications
produced by community groups, incorporating local
veterans and families. Relevant artefacts supporting
stories came from dusty tins or back closets as donations.
Collecting and curatorial skills were enhanced through
accessioning or arranging loans between museums.
Public programs were developed with schools, RSL Subbranches and other community groups.

The RWAHS has been delighted to be part of this fouryear enterprise to assist 32 regional partners from all
across the state to tell the histories of their
communities’ involvement. We are thankful to
Lotterywest for funding the project, to Robert Mitchell,
Museums Galleries Australia Western Australia, for
administering it; and to the Western Australian
Museum, particularly Clare-Frances Craig and her
team, who conceived and drove the project.

A team from the Royal Western Australian Historical
Society provided expert research assistance to the
regional partners. Fact was separated from legend or
misinterpretation; family recollection confirmed or
realigned; honour boards re-evaluated; threads drawn
together; and new stories discovered. Most of this work
was done by the regional partners themselves with the
Society’s team providing assistance where needed.

Regional partners conducted local research to provide the
stories of local people who were involved in the war and
in the war effort. They were offered support to tell their
chosen stories and provided with a Tashco AvelonTM
showcase crafted from the finest conservation and
museum grade materials to display objects. These
showcases ensured lasting benefit for the partners both
for this and future exhibitions, safeguarding collections

Everyone involved in Remembering Them benefited
from the experience and the RWAHS has been
delighted to collaborate in a major Australian
commemoration and to see local organisations from
across the state empowered to tell their histories.

A wind-up morning tea was enjoyed by all—Robert Mitchell, Lennie McCall, Clare-Frances Craig, Sandi Davis, Polly Smith

Corrigin’s Remembering Them exhibition
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More about St Clements

Members’ Research
Projects - part 1

Late last year the Society organised a private house
and gardens tour to Guildford and one of the houses
visited was St Clements. Member Dorothy Erickson
has reminded History West that St Clements was the
teenage home of renowned Western Australian artist
and potter Flora Annie Margaret Landells (née Le
Cornu). She arrived with her parents and siblings from
South Australia in 1896 and they commenced building
the house in 1897. The extensive gardens were laid out
and remain in much the same format today.

Recently History West asked members to report on
their current research projects. We think all members
will be interested in the wide-ranging list of topics
uncovered. If you have something you think might help
a researcher please contact History West and we will
put you in touch. If you are working on a research
project you haven’t told us about please email and let
us know. This current list is just the start, so watch out
for successive parts in later issues.
Fred Affleck: I am a couple of years into writing what
I intend to be a history of the Western Australian
Government Railways (1870-2000), building on my
other book on this topic, On Track, published in 1978,
which covered just the revitalisation period of 1950 to
1975. My emphasis is on the people working at all
levels, management systems and turf wars, legal and
corporate governance, social systems and lots of
politics, but sufficient on the ‘mechanics’ of it all to
ensure the book will provide an understanding of the
railway’s physical development and impact on the
state’s development. My 40 years of experience in two
Australian railways help me with my research and
writing. I have transcripts from a large number of
interviews, done between 1977 and 2017, and am
making extensive use of the Trove newspaper archive
and the Battye library.

In 1903 Flora began studying at Perth Technical Art
School under J W R Linton. She was an outstanding
student and undertook a five-year Associateship in Art.
Flora joined the West Australian Society of Arts in
1904 and exhibited regularly, winning the Open
Competition and the Hackett Prize for Drawing in
1906. She featured in other exhibitions at various
venues in Perth and also held a number of solo
exhibitions, the final one being in 1960 at Pastoral
House. Her career as an artist and teacher spanned
more than sixty years. Flora painted in oils,
watercolours and on china and clay. She was WA’s
first studio potter.
In 1913 Flora married Reginald Landells, an engineer
and industrial chemist. They lived in Maylands where
in 1925 she set up the Maylands School of Art and
later, with Reg's help, a pottery. Clay was dug from
local pits; Reg prepared it and did some throwing and
glazing. After he died in 1960 the pottery closed.

Lesley & Michael Brooker: We are collecting
material for a work entitled ‘Flowers and Gatherers of
the Albany to Eucla Coastline’. The project involves
travelling along the south coast taking photographs of
plant species, then identifying them and finding out
who first collected them. The second part of the project
is researching short biographies of the ‘gatherers’ or
plant collectors who worked along the south coast in
the 19th century – including Archibald Menzies,
Jacques Labillardiere, Robert Brown, Jean-Baptiste
Leschenault, Allan Cunningham, Pierre Lesson,
William Baxter, James Drummond, George Maxwell,
William and Lucy Webb, Andrew Dempster, Henry
Carey, the Taylor family, John Paul and Sarah Brooks,
and Jack Batt. The finished product will probably be in
electronic form rather than print. We have been
working at it for the last 2-3 years and hope that we
may have only one more year to go.

With her energetic and engaging personality, Flora did
much to encourage an interest in pottery in Perth and was
a role model and inspiration to many of her former pupils.
She was in demand as a speaker at clubs and societies.
Flora continued china painting almost to her death in
1981. Her work is found in the Art Gallery of WA, the
National Gallery Canberra, Methodist Ladies College
(where she taught) and in numerous private collections.
Our thanks to Dorothy Erickson for sharing her
knowledge of Flora Landells. If you wish to find out
more, see Dorothy’s excellent 2015 publication –
Inspired by light and land: designers and makers in
WA 1829–1969.

Anne Jefferys: As a member of Irwin Historical
Society, I am currently researching convicts who had
any connection with Irwin/Dongara. I have been
beavering away since 2013, had a brief break to
research World War 1 soldiers and am now re-focused
on the convicts. It seems there were not many ‘happy
ever after’ stories among these men. Many died young
or in horrific accidents, or were well known to the
constabulary. Some information has been used in the
current convict exhibition at Dongara.

Tall Timbers. Methodist Ladies
College Claremont collection

Trevor Stoneman: I am writing the life of my
grandfather, Charles Edgar Stoneman. He arrived in
WA in the mid-1880s and quickly established an
import business, then became an estate agent and land
developer, especially in the Scarborough area. He
prospered but the depression of the 1930s did him in
and he died penniless in 1936.

Peacock Vase. AGWA collection.
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Museum News

advertises under the slogan: ‘the organisation that
brought you the weekend’. So Shenton’s warehouse
employees were thankful, especially as it was not until
1930 that the Commonwealth Arbitration Court
established the standard working week at 44 hours.
The address is a beautiful artefact, hand-decorated by
A G von Stach, showing coloured sketches of
Shenton’s residence in South Perth (a 30-room £10,000
mansion called ‘Nuytsia’ – later Haddon Hall – on the
South Perth foreshore demolished in 1976), his
emporium and warehouse on the corner of Hay and
William Streets in Perth, and his yacht Sulituan which
he sailed on the Swan River for many years. Colourful
flowers add nature’s beauty to the document.
Ernest Chawner Shenton was born in Perth in 1862.
His father, George Shenton, migrated to the Swan
River Colony in 1833 and established himself as the
first chemist and druggist in Perth, building a
flourishing general merchandising and agency
business. His sons George and Ernest joined the family
business. George (later Sir George Shenton) went on to
develop a successful import business before entering
parliament where Premier Forrest appointed him his
first Colonial Secretary. Then George was elected
President of the Legislative Council. At this time he
transferred the merchandising business located on the
corner of Hay and William Streets and one of Perth’s
biggest emporiums to his brother Ernest who changed
its name to E C Shenton & Co. He sold the business in
early 1903 to the Economic Store who, after a large
fire in 1921, built a new art-deco style building
designed by well-known architect and soldier Talbot
Hobbs. Ernest died in 1909 at just 47 years of age.

To E C Shenton Esq JP

Perhaps you remember the beautiful illuminated
address presented by the town of Katanning to Premier
Forrest in 1897 which we featured in the November
issue last year? The artist who created it was A G von
Stach. We were delighted to receive this artefact as
part of the newly donated Forrest collection; and we
have discovered that it is the second illuminated
address created by Stach in the RWAHS collection.
Here we feature the other address and, in so doing,
also pay tribute to June Shenton Turner, a member of
the Shenton family and long-time volunteer on the
museum team. Our best wishes June.
In May 1901 employees of E C Shenton arranged (and
presumably paid) for the creation of this formal and
illuminated address which thanked Shenton ‘for initiating
the Saturday afternoon holiday’ at his firm. ‘We
acknowledge the great boon this holiday confers upon us
in ameliorating our physical and social conditions and
confidently believe the adoption of the Saturday in
preference to the Wednesday will prove advantageous to
the firm’. The decision was looked upon as ‘a monument
of reform’. The address named the 37 grateful employees
(22 males and 15 females, in addition to ‘Miss Robey’s
staff’ who would also have been female).
We sometimes forget that shorter working hours were
the first goal of newly organised Australian workers.
The struggle began in the 1850s with the 8-8-8
campaigns – 8 hours of work, 8 hours of recreation, 8
hours of rest; a balanced day and a 48 hour week
(given that the Sabbath was the holy day of rest).
Robert Owen had set that goal and the Chartists
campaigned for it. So did the emerging trade union
movements in Britain, America, and the antipodes.
New Zealand and Australia were first to make the
breakthrough, beginning in the 1850s. At that time
workers generally worked 10 hours or more a day for 6
days, a 60 hour week. As the 48 hour week became
more common, a 44 hour week became the goal. But
which day was to be shortened? Some employers
decided on mid-week Wednesday; but organised labour
preferred a Saturday half-holiday and was appreciative
of employers, such as Shenton, who accepted workers’
preference. This was a significant step in creating ‘the
weekend’, as the current trade union movement
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Spotlight on members’
research

They were pleasantly surprised, however, when they
reached Nickol Bay and the Burrup Peninsula to
receive a friendly greeting from the local Yaburara
people, who had likewise welcomed Lieutenant P P
King’s exploration party in 1818. After offering the
travellers fresh fish, the Yaburara extended their
hospitality still further. As Stow noted:

The Voyage of the Forlorn Hope

They showed us water in the rocks nearly
at the summit of the hills, about three
quarters of a mile [about 1.5 km] from the
boat. We took in a full supply in six
journeys. The natives showed us some of
their drawings in the rocks. There were
sketches of fishes, turtles, lizards and
different kinds of birds, including emus.
In 1868 however, the Yaburara would be massacred on
the orders of Robert Sholl, then Resident in newlyestablished Roebourne, after a policeman, his
Aboriginal tracker and two white pearlers were fatally
speared. The policeman had allegedly raped several
Yaburara women.
The ‘drawings’ seen by Stow and his party at
Murujuga/Burrup were actually the largest site of
petroglyphs (incised rock art) in the world, older than
the Lascaux cave paintings of France, which have been
dated at 20,000 years. While the Burrup has since
become an industrial site involving the northwest shelf
oil and gas deposits, the surviving petroglyphs still
await the protection world heritage listing – long
recommended – would afford them.

Member Dr Peter Gifford writes about an epic 1860s
sea journey, a story he has explored as he pursues his
primary research interest - Aboriginal-settler relations
in colonial Australia.
The mid-1860s were a time of optimistic expansion in
both Western and South Australia as the two colonies
sought to profit from their territorial interests in the
tropical north. In WA, would-be pastoralists
established settlements in 1864 in the Kimberley at
Roebuck Bay, later named Broome, and at Camden
Harbour, about 1000 km to the northeast, while the
South Australians did the same at Escape Cliffs in their
newly-acquired Northern Territory, about 60
kilometres from where the city of Darwin now stands.
It was the fourth European attempt at settling in the
Northern Territory, and would prove no more
successful than the previous three, while the mostly
Victorian party at Camden Harbour would likewise
soon move south to the Pilbara, where pastoral success
awaited some.

The Forlorn Hope sailed on to Champion Bay and
Geraldton, where the crew were at first treated with
suspicion as possible escaped convicts. Being from the
‘free colony’ of South Australia, where there was never
any ‘stain of convictism’, they reacted indignantly to
such treatment, particularly as they were carrying
official mail and ‘a multitude of messages for people in
Perth’ from the frightful isolation of Camden Harbour,
which had no electric telegraph and only irregular mail
services to and from the capital. Once the
misunderstanding was sorted out, however, they were
given assistance to return to Adelaide, where Stow
gave evidence at an inquiry which resulted in the
abandonment of the Escape Cliffs settlement in favour
of Port Darwin (Palmerston) from 1869.

The Escape Cliffs settlement appeared doomed from
the start and surveyor Jefferson Pickman Stow with six
others decided to leave. Accordingly they purchased an
open whaleboat, just 7.2m in length, in which they
planned to sail back to Adelaide, and named it the
Forlorn Hope. Their first port of call on their 2,600
mile [4,160 km] voyage was Camden Harbour, where
Stow befriended Trevarton Sholl, eldest son of the
Resident Magistrate, Robert John Sholl; the Sholls
treated them ‘cordially and kindly’, even though the
settlement was obviously not flourishing and the sheep
were nearly all dead. The Forlorn Hope had set sail
with two sextants, rough maps and pocket compasses,
plus tinned beef, biscuit and water. Stow remarked that:
‘We thought we should find numerous places of shelter
about the coast and among the islands, but found, to our
cost, how little we knew of the character of both.'

Stow, whose father was the first Congregational
minister in SA and whose brother Randolph became a
Supreme Court judge (his great great grandson was the
writer Randolph Stow), worked for the Advertiser as a
journalist and, from 1876, editor. In 1883 he was
appointed a special magistrate and served mostly in
country areas until his retirement to North Adelaide,
where he died in 1908 at age 78.
His account of the voyage can be viewed at the Battye
Library, digitally through the State Library of Victoria
or in a reprint issued in Adelaide in 1981.
Dr Peter Gifford
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are incorrectly identified: black magpie (p. 97) is the
grey (clinking) currawong Strepera versicolor arguta;
kangaroo rat (pp. 288, 487, 496) is the woylie
Bettongia penicillata (a marsupial, not Dipodomys, a
US genus of rodent). The plant moonah (p. 186) is
Melaleuca lanceolata, not M. preissiana. Relevant
papers about the flora and fauna of places visited by
Oldfield have sometimes been overlooked, with the
authors relying overly on personal communications for
botanical information. In addition, some Latin
binomials of animal species are out of date. The book
is, however, remarkably free of typos and trivial errors;
I found only six. Those lacking the time to read the
book in its entirety will find the index very serviceable.

Book Reviews
M Helen & William G Henderson, A Greater
Prize Than Gold: Augustus Oldfield, 19th
century botanical collector and ethnographer in
Australia, Book Reality Experience, 2018. In
Library & Bookshop $70.
Reviewer: Ian Abbott
Researched for nearly 20
years, this book is a
scholarly tour de force.
The first author’s paternal
grandmother (b. 1863), a
descendant of one of
Augustus Oldfield’s
brothers, had left to her
various documents that
subsequently aroused her
curiosity and eventually
led to this book of nearly
450 pages of text,
including nearly 2000
helpful footnotes.

I welcome the publication of this book; wellresearched books about historical aspects of the search
for, and discovery of, Western Australia’s flora and
fauna are scarce. It sets consummate standards of
sedulity and depth of analysis in this neglected field of
historical study.

Alex Campbell, Of Sheep and Other Things: A
farming odyssey of the Campbells in Australia
1846-2013, Alex Campbell, Dalkeith, 2017. In
Library & Bookshop $30.

Its stated primary aim is to describe the life of Oldfield
(1821-87) and his contributions to botanical knowledge.
A subsidiary objective is to assess London-based
scientists’ treatment of Oldfield, who was untrained as
a scientist. The authors were unable to locate relevant
material of potential importance, including Oldfield’s
field notes and correspondence with Ferdinand von
Mueller, the government botanist of Victoria. All of
these documents must be presumed lost to science.
There are no letters documenting his travels to an
intimate partner, as Oldfield did not marry.

Reviewer: Sally Hincks
Alex Campbell’s book will
make fascinating reading for
farming families, those
connected with farming and
all those interested in
Australian agriculture and
pastoralism. It tells the stories
of generations of the
Camphell family, mostly in
the south of Western
Australia but also covering
the pastoral life of Alex
Campbell as a child.

The book is organised into 22 chapters. The standard of
research is very high, particularly exemplified by the
bibliography and the number of herbaria contacted for
details of plant specimens collected by Oldfield. The
19 maps, prepared by the second author, assist greatly
in following Oldfield’s travels in Tasmania, South
Australia, and Western Australia.

The story starts in NSW when the earliest family
settlers took up land, and includes sad stories of the
federation drought (1895-1902). Then there is the story
of 24 European rabbits released in Victoria in 1859 for
sport and ‘a touch of home’. There are also wonderful
shearing stories; for example, shearers would lay bets
at smoko as to whether they would score 1, 2 or 3
sultanas in their slabs of cake or scones. The effect of
blowflies was great and brought about the need for
crutching. And dingoes were another problem resulting
in the dog-proof fence.

Oldfield is a shadowy figure in Australian natural
history. He published nothing botanical. Indeed, his
only published work (1865) is a valuable account of
Aboriginal life in the late 1850s north of Geraldton.
His main contribution to botanical knowledge is
indirect in that his extensive fieldwork in WA resulted
in the discovery of many new species, few of which he
named. Oldfield was well treated by the Melbournebased Mueller, being financially assisted by him,
unlike the London-based William and Joseph Hooker
who were patronising to both Mueller and Oldfield.

Wool was in great demand during the Korean War
(1949-53) being in a cold climate with military
uniforms made of wool. Wool prices soared and the
country did indeed ride on the sheep’s back. The
shilling piece had the Uardry ram 0.1 on the reverse
side of the coin from 1938 to 1963, and postage stamps
featured the merino image from time to time.

There is little about this book not to like. Occasionally
too much peripheral or tangential detail is included
(e.g., the floor plan on p. 44; and family details on pp.
120, 135, and 138). There is also rather too much
speculation and inference concerning Oldfield’s
activities, exemplified by the frequent use of
‘probably’, ‘may have’, ‘it is likely that’. Some species

Then there was a piece on Alex’s childhood on Lake
Violet station (35 miles east of Wiluna) and a
fascinating description of shearing. The family moved
7
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to Perth and Alex attended Christchurch Grammar School
and, after that, worked on a Kulin farm. Alex was awarded
2500 acres in Kent Location 1835 when new blocks were
opened up in the Borden and Ongerup districts.
He married Jenn Levinson in 1968 at St. Margaret’s
church in Nedlands, complete with tin cans rattling
behind the bridal car. More stories about farming at
Narrikup follow, including the 1978 arrival of Cyclone
Alby and the damage to their house and vegetation.
As well, Alex became involved in agripolitics, and in
2009 received ‘a completely unexpected surprise’. He
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Science by
UWA and then an AM in the Australian Honours list,
both of them recognition of the importance of his
farming career.
This is a splendid book, beautifully written and to be
recommended.

Julie Parsons, Rabbits and other Immigrants:
The Alan Parsons story: A memoir on arriving
and thriving in Western Australia, Julie Parsons,
Fremantle, 2018. In Library & Bookshop. SP
$60.
Reviewer: Patrick Cornish
‘He also got a job with the local newsagent delivering
papers after school, using his bike to ride some 16
miles to do so.’ Thus did Alan Parsons earn pocket
money. It is in reading such memories that we can
appreciate how minutiae coalesce to form the flow of
major social history. Newsagents are still with us, but
daily papers? How much longer? Youngsters prepared
Community Officer:
Lesley Burnett
Editor History West:
Dr Lenore Layman
Copy editor:
Heather Campbell
Opinions expressed in History West are not necessarily
those of the Royal WA Historical Society (Inc.)

to pedal 27km daily?
‘Miles’ disappeared from
the Australian landscape
years ago. So please let
us recollect—even if the
results are not as classy
as this work by Julie
Parsons.
The book is easy to
enjoy, comprehensible
and comprehensive. You
want a wedding, oldstyle? From 1912,
perhaps. Look at page
123. Consider the ladies’
hats. The pictorial component of the book has been
handled with care and pride.
The author, who is also the illustrator, provides a
preface, dedication and acknowledgements. A
foreword by Anna Haebich of Curtin University adds
authority and spreads the canvas of recall. She praises
‘a tapestry of stories about the life and times of Alan
Parsons [Julie’s father] and the places and people
swirling around him as his life shifts.’
It is indeed a tapestry of many colours. Paddocks,
rabbits, shearing and twice-a-day milking are all
mentioned but it would be a mistake to think of this as a
farming story of marginal interest to city people. This is
a family story for all suburbs, for all seasons. The
Parsons may have got their first electric fridge later than
residents of Gosnells or Fremantle, but that is surely due
to Australia’s vast distances between power points. We
need more historical excavations of this quality.
If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by
email, please contact us (9386 3841 or
admin@histwest.org.au with your email address, and
save money and trees by receiving it online!

